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Prophecies concerning ANTICHRIST, 


Cd x Ep. Joan li. 18. 
wth 1 have beard. that e alt 


* ome— 


A* MON G the more remarkable pro- 
phecies concerning the Chriſtian 


G there are ſeveral, which deſcribe 
the riſe, progreſs, and n of a certain 
Power, repreſented under various ſymbols 
or images, and diſtinguiſhed by many ap- 
pellations; but more eſpecially known wy: 
the name of ANT1CHRIST. 

' Theſe prophecies come now, in the 
order of this Lecture, to be conſidered. 
The ſubje& is, in a high degree, curious 
and important; but of no eaſy diſcuſſion : # 
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7 Prophecies concerning AxrichRI 87. N 


not ſo much on the account of any pecue 
liar difficulty in the Js jan themſelves, 
as from the prejudice of party in-explaining 


them, and ſtill more, from the general pre- 
Jjudice that lies ns every eng to ex- 
plain them. | | 


To make my way through all theſe ob- 


ſtructions, I ſhall begin with, laying before 


you aclear and diſtin&t ſtate of the queſtion 


itſelf, which 15 chiefly agitated by inquirers 


into theſe prophecies. | | 
It is admitted, that many predictions in 


the Old and New Teſtament, particularly 
in the book of Daniel, in St. Paul's Epiſttes, 
and in the Revelations of St. John, clearly. 


Point out a very extraordinary power, which 
was to manifeſt itſelf in the latter times, 
that is, in the times ſubſequent to the in- 
troduction of Chriſtianity, The charac- 


ters, by which this power (acknowl 


by all under the name of Antichriſt) is chief- : 
Ip diſtinguiſhed, are thoſe of Thranny f#Þ 


Ca]. By the word Tyranny, here, and. elſewhere in 


theſe diſcourſes, as * to the Pope, IL would "ug 


Helau, 


Holatry, and: Iytolerance. And, to abridge 
our trouble in ſearching after this hrer- 
headed monſter, we are directed by the pro- 
phets to look for him within the bounda- 
ries of what was properly called, the No- 
man Empire, and even in the my of Rome 
itſelf. 
Thus far there is no difpnte. The only 
queſtion is, To what Roman power, ex- 
hibiting thoſe characters, the prophecies 
are to be applied. And even this queſtion 
is reduced within narrow limits. For 
Two Powers only have ſubſiſted im Rome 
from the Chriſtian æra to the preſent times 
(within which period we are, again, allowed 
to expect the reign of Hntichriſt); the 
Roman Emperor, in the firſt place; and, 
afterwards, the Roman Pontifst 80 that, 


underſtood to mean that uber- eminent dominion, which 
he exerciſed, or claimed a rigtit of exerciſing, over 
the princes and ſtates of his communion; in all affairs 
both temporal and ſpiritual.— I uſe the word: (fome-. 
vhat improperly perhaps) for the ſake of brevity, as 
I know.of no other ſingle term, that ſo well expreſſes 
my meaning. 


B 2 on 


— 


} 


„ be that s bay 455 Liſti 1 5 

"> 2 AE Hs 
* the. prophets, tapetold:," . 52 122 of 
© Rome holds, hors vt byjous reaſons, that the 


cies; the . — on x ce contrary, 
theic. reaſons for maintaining, that Papal 
Rome i is that power, which the prophecies 5 
had in view, and in which alone they are 
truly and properly F 
This, then, is the meaning of that 5 
mous inquiry concerning Antichriſt: and 
I muſt deſire you to keep your attention 
ſteadily fixed on the queſtion, as here ſtated; 
while I endeavour to furniſh you with the 
Proper means of deciding N 
＋ he obviausmethod, of doing this would 


1 To lay before Jou, directly y, the pro- 


0 themſelves, and to examine them 
by the light of ſober criticiſm, and au- 


thentic hiſtory. But, becauſe it 18 no new. | 
or difficult thing to miſrepreſent fatts, and 


to age ſcripture, to N in ſhort, x ws 
= Wer 


Epe concerning Aker en rer. 3 


theſe two zuſtruchents of truth to any "ends, 
"which pr Judice hath ! in view; and becauſe > 


1 know OW 1 tural" it It for Foy to ſuſpect : 
ſuch rnahagementit in the preſent vaſe, , Where 


2 


the Zeatief party! 18  Tuppoled, e on either fide, 
1 exellide, or ober- -power,. the love of | 


truth; for theſe reaſons, it may be. conve- 
nient to take a larger compaſs, and, by: 2 

previous hiſtorical deduction of this con- 
troverſy, to let you ſee in what light it has 
been regarded, through che ſeveral ages of F 
the Chriſtian Church. 


* 


* TAE FIRST ACCOUNT, we meet with 


in ER of the power in queſtion, I 
mean, under his proper name of. Antichriſt, 
is in the firſt epiſtle of St. John, from 
which the text is taken. The whole paſ- 
ſage runs thus—Little children, it is the laſt 
lime: Ang, as ye have heard that Antichrift 
ſhall come, even now there are maiy Anti- 
chriſts; whereby we know that u is the laſt 
lime. | 


© CRONE. 9 8 


4 Prophecies concerning ANTICHRIST. 

To underſtand theſe words, we muſt 
call to mind what hath been already, more 
than once, obferved concerning the ſcrip» 
tural diviſion of time into two great por- 
tions, The FORMER, and LATTER times. 
By the former, is meant the times preced- 
ing the Chriſtian ra; by the latter, the 
times ſubſequent to it. Correſpondent to 
this partition of time, is the double advent 
of Chriſt, of which before gave a diſtin 
idea, His firſt advent was, when he came 
in the fleſh at Jeruſalem : his ſecond advent 
is to he underſtood of his coming in his 
kingdom, through all the ages of the 
Chriſtian Church. 

But though the latter times, in the ge- 
neral ſenſe of ſcripture, be thus compre- 
henfive, they are further ſubdivided into 
other conſtituent portions, in which ſome 
particular ſtate of Chriſt's kingdom i is ad- 
miniſtered, and within which it is com- 
pleted. In reference to this ſubordinate 

diviſion of time in the Chriſtian diſpenſa- 
| tion, the coming of Chriſt. is, alſo, pro- 

portionably 


F 
4 
\ 


Prophecies concerning AXTICERIST. 5 
portionably multiplied. He comes in each "i 
diviſion'; that is, as oft as he thinks fit to I 
interpoſe by any fignal act of his power and | 
providence. _ The whole period, in which 
any diſtin&t ſtate of his kingdom is carry- 
ing on, 1s likewiſe called the latter time; 

. and the concluding. part of that period is 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of the laſt hour : 
as if the whole of- each period were confi- 

dered as one day; and the cloſe of each 

Period, as the end, or laf bour, of that 

— | 

: Thus, the time that elapſed | from Chriſt's 

tſcenſion to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 

being one of the ſubdiviſions before men- 
tioned, is called the latter times ; and the 
eve of its deſtruction, is called the /aft hour. 
He was coming through the whole time: 
he came in the end of it. And the like uſe 
of theſe terms is to be made, in other in- 
ſtances. We are to apply them in the ſame 
manner to the reign of Antichriſt.— to the 
Millennium to the day of judgment. Each 
ef theſe Kates, into which the latter times, 85 
B 4 or 


s Prophecies concerning Axri CHRIST. 


or the times of Chriſtianity, are aiviged, : 
is likewiſe ſpoken of under the idea of the 
latter times; and the ſeaſon, in which each 
is drawing to an end, is the left Por. of 
that ſtate [3]. | a 
Thus much being OY it is Aſp to 
give ajuft expoſition of the text. Little 
children, it is the laſt time, or hour—that 1 is, 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem is at hand; as 
indeed it followed very ſoon after the date 
of this Epiſtle, And, as ye have heard 
that Antichriſt ſhall come—that, in ſome fu- 
ture period, called % Iaſ times, an hoſtile 
power, which we know by the name of 
Antichriſt, ſhall ariſe and prevail in the 
world, even now, we may ſee the com- 
| mencement of that power; for, there are 


[41 What i 1s vis ſaid of the ſcriptural Aged of 
time, with regard to the affairs of the Church, is enough 
for my purpoſe. There is another divifion of time, 
in the prophetic ſcriptures, with regard to the king- 

doms of the worid ; concerning which the reader may 
- conſult Bisnor Kinoze? s Dem. of the Meſſiah, Part iii. 


ch. ix. ; and eſpecially Mr. M EDE 's Apeſtacy of t the latier 
times, ch. xi. £ 


5 many 


* Prophecter' concerning AxTronmsr. *g 


many Antichrifts ; ; many perſons; now, ap- 
pear in the ſpirit of that future Antichriſt, 


and deſerve his name: whereby, indeed, 
we know' that it is the laſt hour: for Chriſt 


himſelf had made the appearance of falſe 
Chriſts and falſe prophets, that is, of Anti- 


chriſts, to be one of the ff igns by which 


that boar ſhould be diſtinguiſhed 9. 


The meaning of the whole paſſage, then, 


is clearly this: That the appearance of 


falſe Cbriſis and falſe Prophets (of which 


there were many, according to our Lord's 
prediction, in St. John's time) indicated 
the arrival of that Hour, that was to be fa- 


tal to the Jewiſh ſtate: and that they 
were, at the ſame time, the types and 
forerunners of a ſtill more dreadful power, 
which ſhould be fully revealed in the latter 


times, in a future period, when that cala- 


mity was paſt. For the truth of the 


aſſertion, That ſuch a power ſhould ariſe in 
the Chriſtian church, he appeals to a tra- 
dition, then current among the diſciples: 


[9] Matth, xxiy. 24. Mark Lili. 21. 
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10 Prophecies concerning ANTICHRIST. 


and his hated name of Antichriſt is here 
applied, by way of anticipation, to the 
falſe prophets of that time; as poſſeſſing 
much of his character, and acting OE: his 
Ipirit. 
Hence we ſee the meaning. of the won 
Antichriſt ; which ſtands for a perſon or 
power, actuated with a ſpirit oppoſite to 
that of Chriſt. And fo indeed the A poſtle 
explains himſelf, in another place of this 
very Epiſtle. For, ſpeaking of certain 
falfe teachers, who preached up a dodrine, 
contrary to that of the Goſpel, he adds— 
This is that ſpirit of Antichrift, whereof 
« ye have heard that it ſhould come, and 
| & even now already is it in the world [a]. 
And I lay the greater ſtreſs on this obſer- 
vation, becauſe the etymology of the word 
Antichriſt makes it capable of two different 
meanings. For it may either fignify one, 
who aſſumes the place and Mee of Chriſt, or 
one, who maintains u direct enmity and po: 


(5 I Ep. John, iv. 5 


frion 


- Prophecies concerning ANTICHRIST. 11 


Fition to him [e]. But the latter is the ſenſe 
in which the Apoſtle uſeth this term; ; 


althoug h it be true that, in the former 


ſenſe, it very well ſuits the Biſhop. of Rome, 
who calls himſelf the Vicar of Chriſt, as 
well as the ſucceſſor of St. Peter. Nor can 
there be any difficulty in fixing the charge 
of Antichriſtianiſm, in the ſenſe of an en- 


mity and oppoſition to Chriſt, on the Roman 


Pontif (though I know how abſurd the at- 
tempt ſeems to the-writers on that ſide;) 


for, to merit this charge, it is not neceflary 


that he ſhould formally reje& Chriſt, 


which undoubtedly he does not, but that 


he ſhould act in defiance to the true genius 


and character of Chriſt's religion: a charge, 
which may be e made a againſt 
him. 

In ſhort, as dis mb. Chrift, is fre- 
quently uſed in the A poſtolic writings for 


the doerine of Chriſt ; in which ſenſe we 


are faid to put on Chriſt, to grow in Cbriſt, 


Ie "Alllxpiro;= dh, in the Ru either of pro or 
contra. | 


. 


12 nn. concerning ANTICHRIST. - 


to learn Cbrif, and in other inſtances : So 
Antich i, in the abſtract, may be taken 
for a doctrine ſubverſive of the Chriſtian; ; 
and when applied to a particular man, or 
body of men, it denotes one, who ſets 


himſelf n the Jeirito of that doctrine [ fl 


— 57 1 Grotius ſays, i gicut . Aeli qui 
contra Cæſarem ſe Cæſarem vult diei atque Cæſar ha- 
beri, ſic Autichriſtus eſt qui ſe vero Chriſto opponit c 
modo ut ipſe Chriſtus haberi velit, eker P+ 490. 
— The learned commentator did not reflect, that words 
are not always uſed according to the ſtrict import of 

their etymologies. Falſe Chri/ts, we will ſay, are, in 

the ſtrict ſenſe of the word, Antichriſi. But the queſ- 
tion is, in-<vbat ſenſe this word is uſed of the 2 
calied, by way of eminence, TE AxTIcHRTST. This 
muſt be collected from the attributes given to him in 
the prophecies themſelves, not from the rigorous ety- 


ko mology of the term. The caſe was plainly this. St. 


John is ſpeaking of the Jaiſe Chriſts,” who had ap- 
peared in his time; and, to diſgrace them the more 

effectually in the minds of thoſe to whom he writes, he 
brands them with the name of Anticbriſts: not fo much 
reſpecting the exact ſenſe of the word, as the ideas of 
averſion, which, he knew, it would excite. For the 
tradition of the church concerning Autichriſi, had made 
this appellation, of all others, the moſt opprobrious, 
and een; it is not ſo clear, as Grotius 


Ig 
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In this laſt ſenſe, the word Antichriſt 13 
clearly employed by St. John: and from 
his example, the word grew into general 
uſe in the Chriſtian church ; and. is ſo to 
be underſtood, whenever mention is made 
of Antichriſt by the primitive fathers, or 
any other ecclefiaſtical writers. | 


II. 1 am now. to Fe. in what manner 
the. prophecies concerning Antichriſt, ora. 
perſon or power, ſo called, and, though 
variouſly deſcribed, always conſidered under 

the idea of an adverſary to the true doctrine 
of Chriſt, have been conſtrued and applied N 


by many eminent member $ of che CR 4 
Church, in all ages, 


- _— a- 
N Me — — - . > * 0 
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ſapoakcs that the ſttict ſenſe of the word, Antichriftus, | = 
muſt be 15, qui ſe vero Chrifto epponit eo modo ut iſe © q 
 Chriflus haberi velit. Cæſar, who generally expreſſed 3 
himſelf with exact propriety, thought ſit, on a certain 1 
occaſion, to aſſume the name and character of An ri- | 
Aro. Was it Cæſar's purpoſe to ſay, or was it his 1 
ambition to pretend, that he oppoſed eg to the rus ? | 
| Cato, EO MODO wt 120 Caro baberi vellet? 


15 1. Wh 
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- I. When the canon of ſcripture was 
formed, and now in the hands of the faiths 
ful, the poophevign concerning Antichriſt 
were too remarkable not to take their early 
attention. They accordingly cite theſe 
prophecies 1 in their apologies. and commen- 
taries, or refer to them, very frequently. 
But one thing is ſingular. T hough Anti- 
chriſt be every where ſpoken of in the pro- 
phecies as a perſecuting power, and'though 

the Chriſtian church then was, and ſo con- 

tinued to be for near three centuries, in a 

ſtate of perſecution under the Roman em- 
perors, yet this opprobrious name was not 
uſually given to their perſecutors. I do 
not ſay, that none of the early Chriſtian 
writers ever applied that character to the 

Emperors. Some few of them, in a fit of 
zeal and reſentment, did gil. But the moſt, 


[e] Euſebius mentions, J ups, H. E. I. vi. & 23 
and Dioxxsius, E. Hi l. vii. c. 10. Obers, ſeemed 
to expect that Antiehriſt would appear as the Meſſian 
of the Jews ; but in the perſon of a Roman Emperor; 
as will be explained preſently. See the next note. 


and 


Prophecies concerning Axricnzisr. 1 ry; 
and the ableſt of the Fathers, were clearly 


of another opinion. 


It may be thought, that they n | 

this a Med rs he of fo, odious a term, out of 
to the Hen vernment under which 
prudential conſidera- 


re 
het lived, and 
tions. T heſe motives 1555 without doubt, 


their weight with them, and made them 
more cautious, than they would otherwiſe 


haye been, in interpreting the prophecies. 
But, if they had been at liberty to ſpeak 


out, and declare their full ſenſe, on, the 
ſubject, it is certain they would not, and 
could. not, Ws with, their avowed 
principles, apply the prophecies.concerning 


Antichriſt to the Roman Emperors. For 


they had learned from tradition, and from 


the letter of the prophecies, that Anti- 


chrift was to. be revealed in ſome diſtant | 
age; and they even collected from a re- 


markable paſſage in one of St. Paul's Epiſ- 


tles (which will be conſidered hereafter) 


that the removal of the Roman empire was 


to make way for his a appearance. Hence, 


they 


: 

: 

: 

„ 

1 
1 
1 

F. 
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they give it as a reaſon For their. ardent . 
prayers to heaven for the preſervation of the, 
empire, that the, dreaded power of Anti- 


chriſt could not.commence, ſo long as the, 
Imperial ſovereignty ſubſiſted. And. it is 


obſervable that, of thoſe few writers, h 


. in different ſentiments, the greater 


Ne 


remote; — were eee to the ſtrange. . 
155 of e that Nerp, the firſt 


* \ ” * 


age, as che Antichriſt of che Rig or 
at leaſt as the Precurſor of Antichriſt (Y. | 
In ſhort, the idea, which the early Chriſ- 
tians, in general, formed of Antichriſt, was 
that of a power, to be revealed in diſtant. 
times, after the diſſolution of the Roman 
empire ; of a power, to ariſe out of the 
ruins of that empire. Not to multiply quo- 
tations, on a point which admits no doubt, 
L See many citations to this pur pofe in Dr, Lard- g 


ner's Cred. p. ii. v. P. 210—212. 
jerom, 
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Jerom; the ableſt of the antient Fathers, 
and the moſt eſteemed, ſhall ſpeak for the 
reſt. He ſays expreſsly, that ſuch was the 
idea of all the ecclefiaſtical writers, down to 
his time, as is here repreſented (i. : 
Now this circumſtance ye will ſurely 
think. not a little remarkable, that they, 
who lived under the emperors, and felt the 
whole weight of their tyrannous perſecu- 
tion, ſhould not apply the prophetic notes 
and characters of Antichriſt, to them, if 
indeed the prophecies had been fairly capa- 
ble of ſuch application. This, I fay, is 
exceedingly | remarkable : for men are but 
too apt even to wreſt the ſcriptures to A 
Tenſe, ' which ' favours their own cauſe, or 
oratifies their paſſions ; and to find a com- 
pletion of prophecy in events, which fall 
out in their own days and concern them- 
ſelves (as we ſee from ſo many abſurd 
applications of the Apocalypſe, juſtly 
objected to certain Proteſtant writers); 
though, when ſuch events are paſt, and 


Ii] Jerom, in Dan. vii. Mede, p. 6 57. 
Vor. A impar- 


will naturally aſk how it came to pals, 


* 
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' impartially conſidered, no ſuch accom- 
pliſhment of prophecy can be diſcerned 
n 1 36 

hen the church of Rame, therefore, 
now pretends, that Antichriſt is to be 
ſought in Imperial and Pagan Rome, ye 


that the antient fathers, who had the beſt 
opportunity of ſeeing the conformity of the 
Prophecies with the tranſactions of their 
times, and were ſo much intereſted in thoſe - 
tranſactions, ſhould yet overlook ſuch con- 
formity, if it had been real, and fairly 
marked out by the prophecies, when in- 
terpreters of theſe days are ſo quick-fighted? 
And to this queſtion, no juſt and ſatisfac- 
tory anſwer can be piven, but that, in the 
opinion of thoſe fathers, the characters of 


Antichriſt were not ſufficiently applicable 


to the Roman emperors ; or, if they were, 
that certain expreſs clauſes'in the prophe- 


- cies themſelves forbade that application of 


them. Either way, their condu& forms 


a ſtrong preſumption, that the Antichriſt 


3 of 


2 9 


E 
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of the prophets was not, and could not be, 
the Roman Emperor. 


I know indeed, that, when the etnpirs 
became Chriſtian, and factions ſprang up 
in the church, the name of Antichriſt, as 


a term of reproach, was not unfrequently 
beſtowed on ſuch of the emperors as had 
” made themſelves obnoxious to the orthodox 


party. But this flippancy of language 


proves nothing but the paſſion of the men 


who indulged themſelves in it, unleſs it 


be, that this term of reproach was thought 
better ſuited to an eccleſiaftic, than a civil 
power: for, the Emperor being now the 


head of the Chriſtian church, his perſecu- 


tions of the faith were deemed the more 


Antichriſtian, as they eſpecially diſgraced 


his religious character. And how natural 
this idea was, I mean the idea of Antichriſt, 
as intended by the prophets of a religious, 
not civil power, we may learn from the 


hiſtory of the ſchiſms, which afterwards 
diſtracted the church under the papacy ; 


C 2 a when 
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when, the Antipopes very liberally and 
conſtantly branded each other with the 


name of Antichriſt : as if they had found a 


peculiar aptneſs in the prophetic language 
to expreſs eccichaftical e and — 

But, 3 115 we may make of 
_ theſe facts, it is clear, on all hands, that 


the Roman Emperor, as ſuch, was thought 


to have no concern in the predictions con- 
cerning Antichriſt; at leaſt, that the 
more intelligent Chriſtian writers of the 


three firſt centuries had no idea of his 
having any ſuch concern in them: while, 


yet, they held very unanimouſly, that ſome 


future power was to ariſe in the church, in 


which thoſe predictions would be com- 
end. | : 


I. This, in general, was the Hare of 


the controverſy concerning Antichriſt, till 
the down-fall of the Weſtern . empire; 
when the Biſhop of Rome reared his head, 
and by degrees found means, amidſt the 


I ruins 


A ee as 2 


/ 
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tuins of that mighty power, to advance 


himſelf into the ſovereignty of Rome, and, 
at length, of the Chriſtian world: fixing 


his reſidence in the very ſeat and throne of 


the Cæſars. It remains to ſee, in what 
light the reign of Antichriſt was, thence- 
forth, conſidered by many eminent mem- 
bers of that church, which now called it- 
ſelf, and was, in a manner, wniverſal. In 
other words, we are to inquire, now that 
the imperial power, which the fathers 
would not acknowledge to be Antichriſtian, 
bad deſerted Rome, whether the papal 
power, which took its place on the ſeven 
hills, did not, in the opinion of ſober men, 
fill up all the meaſures of the prophetic 
characters, and perfectly correſpond to that 
idea. Y 


= / 80 early as about the cloſe of the fixth 
century, Gregory the firſt, or, the. Great, 
as he is uſually called, the moſt revered, 
and in ſome reſpects not undeſervedly ſo, 
of all the Roman pontifs, in a famous diſ- 
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pute with the Biſhop. of Conſtantinopls, 
who: had taken te himſelf the title of Occur 
menical, or Upiverſal Biſhap, abjeRs to him 


* e wh are e ere enquagh to ba 
bere quoted. Iagirm it confidently, ſays He, 
that toboever calls himſelf Univerſal Biſhop, 
ar is defi trous to be ſo. called, demonſtrates him» 
. by this. pride and elation of heart, to. be 

the Jore runner of Antichriſt [& And, 


taking the. name af Uniyerſal Biſhop ] what 
elſe can be collected, but that the times of An- 
tichriſt are now at band [I]? 0 


2 he diſclaimed, for himſelf, the title of 
Univerſal Biſhop, as well as refuſed it ta 


2 in elatione ſus Antichriſtum Præcurrit. GRE, 


M. Op. Ep - 30. l. vi. Far. . 
© In hac ejus ſuperbia, quid aliud niſi propinqua 


J. iv. 


hit 


the arro; ance and preſumption of this 
; glam, and bean Him, on chat a dee 


again, From this preſumption of his [in 


It is to be obſerved of this Gregory, that | 


Wo! Quiſquis ſe univerſalem vocat, vel vocari defide- 


jam Antichrifli eſſe 825 deſi Ignatur ? ? Ep. 34. 


n «. = . K _AAt; 2 


his aſpiring. brother of Conſtantinople. 
How conſiſtently he did this, when at the 
ſame- time he exerciſed an authority, 
which ean only belong to that exalted 
character, it is not my buſineſs to inquire. 
Perhaps, he did not advert to the -conſe- 


quence of his own actions: perhaps, like 


an able man, he meant to ſecure the thing, 5 
without troubling himſelf about the name: 
perhaps, he was jealous of a rival to' this 
claim of catholic authority, and would not 


permit the Biſhop of Conſtantinople to 


decorate' himſelf with a title, which was 
likely to be favourable to the pretenſions 
of that ſee, and injurious to his own. 


Whatever the reaſons of his conduct were, 
the fact is, as I here repreſent it; 


this renowned Roman Biſhop, Antichriſt 


had not yet been revealed in the perſon of ' 


the Roman Emperor; and, if ever he were 
to be revealed, that not a civil, but eccle- 


ſtaſtical character, agreed beſt. with dhe | 
prophetic deſcriptions. of him []. , 


bl WAN all his merits, Gregory the Great, it is to 
C4 2. Pope 


1 
| 
j 
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clearly ſhews that, in the judgment of 
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2 * Baniface ul. [had not, it PAR 
the ſcruples, whatever they were, of his 
predeceſſor, Gregory. He readily accept- 
ed, or rather importunately begged, this 
proud title of Oecumenical Biſhop, from the 
Emperor, Phocas; and tranſmitted it to 
all his fugcefſors. And now, it might be. 
expected, that the Biſhop of Rome would. 
be Antichriſt, in his turn. But, ſuch was 
the fortune of that ſee, or the devotion of N 
the faithful to it, that this charge was not 
preſently brought againſt him: as if the 
ſpirit of dominion, which had ſo long poſ- 
ſeſſed that city, were a thing of courſe, 
and could not miſbecome the Biſhop of 
Rome, though it looked ſo Antichriſtian. in 
him of Conſtantinople. 

Other reaſons concurred to gave he ; 
honour of the papal chair. It's authority 


be feared, had ſome Autichriſtian marks upon him ; 
and his adverſary of tne Eaſt might have gone ſome 
way towards fixing them upon his Grandeur, if he had 
but obſerved, that Antichriſt, whoever he was, and 
whenſoever to appear in the 7 is clearly marked 

out in the prophecies, as having his ſeat in * Rome. 


grew, 
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grew, every day, more abſolute : and the 
tradition of the church (which had hither- 


to been the chief ſupport of the doctrine 


concerning Antichriſt) gradually ſunk un- 


der the apprehenſion of that power, to 

which alone it could, with any apparent 
propriety, be applicd : while the i ignorance 
of the times became ſuch, that, except 
perhaps in the minds of ſome few retainers; 
to the ſee of Rome, there was ſcarce light 
enough left in the Chriſtian world to point 


out the meaning of the prophecies ;. if it's 


groſs ſuperſtition would have otherwiſe per- 


mitted the application of them to the lacrach 
perſon. of the Pope. 


3. Under the cover of all theſe ERR I 


ages, the Man of Sin had a conyenient time 
to diſplay himſelf, and to grow up into 
that full fize and ſtature, in which he could 
no longer be overlooked, or miſtaken, by, 
thoſe who had any knowledge of the pro- 
phecies, or {kill in applying them. Ac- 
cordingly we find that at the ſynod of 
Rheims, held in the Xth century *, Ar- 
4 A. .. 
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nulphus, Biſnop of Orleans, appealed to 
the whole council, whether the Biſhop .ob 
Nome were not the Antichrift of the pro- 
phets; ſitting: in the temple: of God; and 
perfectly corteſponding to the marks, which 
St. Paul had given of him. In particular, 
ſpeaking of john the XVth, who then 
governed the church of Rome, he apoſtro« 
phized the aſſembly in theſe words 
What think ye, reverend Fathers, 6f 
this man, ſeated on a lofty throne, and 
mining in purple and gold? Whom do e 
account him to be? Surely, if deſtitute of 

charity, and puffed up with the pride oft 
ſcience only, He is AxrIcHRTSsr, fitting in 


the temple of Gd, and reg bie dat 
he is God [9]. as 


[/] Quid hune, reverendi patres, in A a 
reſidentem, veſte purpureũ et aureũ radiantem; quid 
hunc, inquam, eſſe cenſetis? Nimirum, ſi charitate 
deſtituitur, ſolaque ſcientia inffatur et extollitur, Aux i- 
CHRISTUS eſt, ia templa Dei ſedens, et ſe genden, tan- 
quam fit Deus. Uss ER. de Chriſtian. Eccl. ſucceſſione & 
ſlatu, e. ii. p. 36. Lond. 1613.—Itr NICI Cat: 77. 
Jer. p. 1658. Officin, Jacob. Stur et Facob.. Chouit. 
—This ee of Orleans, was eſteemed, in 

| 4 
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- 4+ In the former part of the XIth century, 
Berengarius, a man of principal note in 
thoſe days, and diſtinguiſhed by his free 
wWritings concerning the Euchariſt, went 
ſo tur as to call the church of Rome, the 
ſeat ef Satan (Which is but another apqca- 
lyptic name of Antichriſt ;) and to know 
from what ſource he derived this language, 
we neod only reflect, that, in the cata- 
logue of his works, we find a treatiſe 
written by him epa 0 on the book of 
Revelations (y.. 
As this century advanced, the papal 
power roſe; to its height. And all the 
characters of Antichriſt glared ſo ſtrongly 
in the perſon of Hildebrand, who took the 


: 6 44 — 6 _— — 2 * 2 += — ; 
2 E, a. pag, rot. — DH — r Þ * a — 
. r 4 5 a Sp - — — . 25 l I 8 _—_ - 
1 of ma . r * WIS”, 7 " W vw — a a — 1 3 — * 1 1 22 
- 2 > Rao. - 2 4 at . — \3 09 — 5 Done] r 5 NE Ta 5 3 2 — 7 wy > — r l i 
: K r- i - - . 8 — > N bs N _ 2 * — 2 2 ö 
5 + 1 ” 5 " 222 ONS a. ey 2 8 5 C : - 7 — — — — lis — — — 2 5 
3 9 X — > . n PK Ry < — dS GE — — — * — — — - 22 
wt Bo to” —— — Sa, w- 1 4; = VP - — — —— — . SI 
A 10 8 - — ” — 2 2 — - N IM = — 3 * 
r . - 2 : _ — - . —— — —— — 7 - C . = 
- — — 1 r — * * — „ 
4 2 1 2 I%< — * 1 _— TS —— : 
T — N = - = 
wes — — — 2 . 
: * 8 


. 

44 

} 

; 

" 

F| 

* 

. 

: 

1 

3 a 

70 

on 

1 

i 

LY 

1 

I; 

7 

4 " 
. BY 
i 

4 

y [7 
Bs 

1 4 
i FM 

on 

fa 

2 

9 
* * . 
ga 5 

7 
3 
1 5 
i 
ith vi 
. 1 
1 
616, 


— 
. 


— — r 
2 or nn 

3 - "Ir A — 
K 


—— , 
2 g 
. IS, 9 
5 8 N. 2 Ds. ws” 
— 8 os — 


his day, the wiſeſ and en eloquent of all the Galli- 
can prelates, Arnulphus de quo fic initio ejus ſy nodi 


ſcriptum eſt — later omnes Galliarum epiſcopos ſapientid er 
eloguentiã clarifſimus habebatur. Ib. 


LY“ Eccleſiam vanitatis, & SEDEM SAT AN voca- 
bat.“ Uss ER. de Chri iflian. Eccl. fuccefie & ftatu, c. 7. 
ſ. xxiv. p. 196.—In Apocalypſin ſeripſiſſe te ſtatur Boſ- 
tonius Burtenſis, 8 H. L. vol, j. p. 7 ks Oxon. 
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name of Gregory VIIth, chat the Romiſh 
hiſtorian, Joannes Aventinus, ſpeaks of it 
as a point, in which the generality of fair. 
candid, and ingenuous writers, were agreed, 
That THEN began the empire of Antichriſt [J]. 
5. Paſcal II, who had been brought up 
at the feet of Hildebrand, and ſate upon 


the papal throne in the beginning of the 


XIIth century, was treated with as little 


ceremony as his maſter had been; parti- 
cularly, by Fluentius, Biſhop of bee geg 


and by the whole church of Liege rl. 
St. Bernard, too, the moſt eminent per- 
ſon of that age, was ſo ſtruck with the 


marks of Antichriſtianiſm in the church of 
Rome (to which, however, in other re- 


pes, he was enough devoted) that he 


= Plerique omnes boni, aperti, juſti, i ingenvi, ſim» | 
plices, tum imperium Antichriſti cœpiſſe, quod ea quæ 
Chriſtus ſervator noſter tot annos ante nobis cantavit, 


eveniſſe eo tempore cernebant, memoriz literarum pro- 


gidere. An. een, v. p-. . . 
1554. 
6 Cave, H. L. vol. ii. p. 258. Conc. Flor. 1104. | 
UsS4n. De Chriſti Eccl. ſucc. & flat, c. v. 1. v. p. 109. 


employed 
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employed all the thunder of his rhetoric 


(in which faculty he excelled) againſt its 


corruptions; exclaiming, that tbe minifters 
of Chriſt were become the ſervants of Anti- 


chriſt; and that the beaft of the Apocalypſe had 
ſeated hi mſelf in the. chair of St. Peter [LDL 


[5] 1 Minis TAI CKRISTISs UNT, ET SERVIUNT Au- 
TICHRISTO [Serm. ſup. Cantic. xxxiii.] It is true, by 
* Antichriſt, he ſeems not to mean the Pope, but, in ge- 
neral, an evil principle, which then domineered in the 
church. Let he refers us to the famous Paſſage in the 


firſt Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, ch. ii. And he tells 


us in his 56th epiſtle, that he had heard one Norbert, 
aà man of exemplary piety, ſay, That Antichriſt would 
be revealed in that age. Hence it ſeems probable, that 
ſome one perſon or power was in his eye. After all, 

he ſays, that Norbert's reaſons did not fatisfy him. 
Yet, in another epiſile, he aſſerts expreſsly—Beftia 
illa de Apocalypſi, cui datum eſt os joquens blaſphe- 
mias, et bellum gerere cum ſanctis, P:TRI cArkE- 
DRAM OCCUPAT, tanquam leo paratus ad prædam. 
Ep. cxxv : which was, in other words, to call the 
Pope, Antichriſt, It is evident that St. Bernard ap- 
plied the prophecies in the Revelation to the ſucceſſor 
of St. Peter.—I mentiou theſe things ſo particularly, 
to ſhew, what his ſentiments on this head really were; 
which have been miſrepreſented by haſty Writers, who 
tranſcribe from each other, without examinin 8 them- 
felves, the authorities they quote. 
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But this charge was now ſo general, 
"es ſounded fo high, that it reached the ears 
of others, beſides Prelates, and churchmen. 
"Hiſtorians relate, that it made an im- 
preffion on our military king, Richard 1; 
who, being at Meffina in Sicily, in his way 
to the Holy Land, and hearing much of 
the learned Abbot Joachim of Calabria, 
(a man, famous in thoſe times for his 
warm invectives againſt the Roman hie- 
rarchy;) had the curioſity to take a lecture 
from him on this ſubject. His text was, 
Antichriſt, and the Apocalypſe ; which he 
explained in ſo pointed and forcible a 
manner, as was much to the 1 
wie are told, of his wy auditor U. 
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[4] Cavs, H. L. vol. ii. p. 278. Ros. DE Hove- 
DEN, ANNAL. Pars poft. p. 681. ed. Franc. 1601.— 
In this age [XIIth] was compoſed a very remarkable 

tract on the ſubject of Antichriſt, which may be ſeen 
in Mede's Works, p. 721. Mr. Mede ſuppoſes, and 
ſeems indeed to have proved, that the true doctrine of 
Antichriſt was, and was intended to be, a myſtery, or 
ſecret, till the 12th century. Whence it follows that 


the teſtimonies, hither to  Mledged, are only paſſionate 
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6. The firſt appearance of the people, 


called Waldenfes or Albigenſes, was in 
this ages 4 an in the _ the. Xtth cen- 


or declamatory exaggerations, or to. be ns, as he 


ſays, pro parabolicè et nar ab non Alis, ene 
more. Works, p. 722. 

I admit the truth of the obſervation; but hold, that 
the f of the deduction, here made, is not in the leaſt 
affected by it. For my purpoſe in giving this cata- 
logue of witneſſes to the doctrine of Antichriſt, was 
not to ju/tify that doctrine, in the true, that is, Pro- 


teſtant ſenſe of it (for then, not only the preceding 
teſtimonies, but even ſomeof the follow ing, would have 


been omitted) but merely to ſhew that the general, at 
leaſt, and confuſed idea of ſome ſuch doctrine did, in 
fact, e in the antient Chriſtian church. That what 
idea they. had of this doctrine was founded on the pro- 
phectes, is clear from the terms in which they expreſs 
_ themſelves. And, though the doctrine itſelf was very 
imperfectly conceived, and inconſequentially applied 


by them, ſtill their language ſhews that they had ſome | 


notion of @ corrupt ſpiritual power, which was, in their 
ſenſe of the prophets, 70 domineer in the church of Rome : 
whence I draw this concluſion (for the ſake of which, 
this whole deduction is made,) That the preſent 


application of the prophecies concerning Antichriſt 


to papal Rome, is not wholly new and unauthorized ; 


as the ak ones 1 am here combating, 9 it 


tury, 
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tury, they prevailed to that degree, that 
_ Cruſades and Inquiſitions were thought 


little enough to be-employed againſt them. 


We may know what the guilt of this peo- 
ple was, when we underſtand from their 


books, and from the teſtimony of the great 


hiſtorian, Thuanus, that a leading princi- 


ple of their hereſy was, To treat the Pope 


cies contained in the Revelation [u. 


Other [j] teſtimonies occur in the hiſtory | 
of this age. But I muſt not omit that of 


Cu] VirzInGa in Apoc. p. 747- Amſt. 1719. 


UssER. De. Eccl. ſucc. & ſtat. c. vi. & viii. Tnhuakus, 
I. vi. ſ. xvi. vol. i. p. 221, ed. Buckley, 
(i] See, eſpecially, the famous ſpeech of Everhard, 


biſhop of Saltzbourg, at the aſſembly of Ratiſbonne, in 
the time of Gregory the IXth ; inſerted at large in 


Aventinus, Ann. Boior. I. vii. p. 684. The following 
extracts from it will be thought curious. 
Hildebrandus ante annos centum atque ſeptuaginta 


primus 1} pecie religionis Auticbriſi i imperũ fundamenta 
jecit. p. 684. 
Flamines illi Babylozie (eating the billops of 
Rome! ſoli regnare cupiunt, ferre parem non poſſunt, 
non deſiſtent donec omnia pecivus ſuis conculcayerint, 


our 


© 


as Antichriſt; and the church of Rome, as 
Babylon; on the authority of the prophe- 


— 
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our. famous hiſtorian, Matthew Paris j 
who hath taken care to inform us, that 
his contemporaty, Robert Groſtete, Biſhop 
of Lincoln, the moſt confiderable of all 


/ 


the Engliſh biſhops, and equally renowned 
for his affection to civil and religious li- 
berty, was ſo much in eatneſt in fixing this 
charge on the ſee of Rome, that, as it had 
been the common-thenie of his meditations 
during life, ſo it occupied his dying mo- 
ments; the Pope, and Antichriſt, being, as 


he tells us, among the laſt words of this 
Zealous prelate L*. 


atque in templo Dei Jedrant, munen, ſupra omne ids | 
ua colitur. Ih. 

Nova conſilia fub pectore vohitat, ut proprium abi 
conſtituat imperium, /eges commutat, ſuis ſancit ; con- 
taminat, diripit, ſpoliat, fraudat, occidit, perditus 
homo ille (quem Antichriſtum wecare ſolin ) in cujus 
fronte contumelie nonien ſcriptum eſt, Deus ſum, er- 
rare non poſſum,“ iz tempio Dei fedet; longe lateque 
| Yominatur, Ib, 

— Reges decem pariter exiflunt — Prone Cornua —, 
Cornugue parvulum — Quid hac prophetia apertius ? 

685, 1 85 
9 [+] MArrn. Pants, ad ann. 29566 p- 874. ed. 
Watts, 1640. 4 : ESA: 
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7. The XIVth century affords many au- 
thorities in point; among which the im- 
mortal names of Dante [y] and Petrarch MOT. 


[5] Purgat. | 7 
Lz] Epiſtolarum ſr titulo, Liber. Ep. xvi. p- 1 30. 


Baſil. r 581.—Many' tirokes in this epiſtle are, to the 


laſt degree, ſevere and cauſtic. Addrefling himſelf to 


Rome, Illaequidem ipſa es, ſays he, quam in ſpiritu 
ſacer vidit Evangeliſta, —Populi et gentes et linguæ, 


aquæ ſunt ſuper quas meretrix ſedes ; recognoſce habi- 


rum. Mulier circumdata purpura, et coccino, et in- 
aurata auro, et lapide pretioſo, et margaritis, habens 
poculum aureum in manu ſua, plenum abominatione et 
Immunditia fornicationis cjus,—Audi reliqua. Et vidi 
(inquit) mulierem ebriam de ſanguine ſanctorum, et de 


ſanguine martyrum Jeſu. Quid files ?=And fo goes 
on to apply the prophecies of the Revelations-to the 


church of Rome, in terms that turniſh out a good com- 


ment on the famous verſe in one of his poems — 


Gia Roma, hor Babylonia Jalſe e ria — 
Numberleſs paſlages in the writings of petrarch 
ſpeak of Rome, under the name of Babylon. But an 
equal ſtreſs is not to be laid on all of theſe. It ſhould 
be remembered, that the Popes, in Petrarch's time, 
reſided at Avignon; greatly to the diſparagement of 
themſelves, as he thought, and eſpecially of Rome; 


of which this ſingular man was little leſs than idola- 
trous. The ſituation of the place, ſurrounded by wa- 


ters, and his ſplenetic concern for the exiled Church 
(for under this * he painted to himſelf the Pope's | 


- * 2 - Are 
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are commonly cited. But the example of 
our Wicklif, who adorned that age, is moſt 
to our purpoſe, and may excuſe the mention 
of any other. This extraordinary man ſaw 
far into all the abuſes of his time: but he 
had nothing more at heart, than to expoſe. 
the Antichriſtianiſin of the Roman Pontif{ a]. £ 


8. Still, as the times grew more en- 
lightened, the controverſy concerning An- 


tichriſt became more general and impor- 


tant. The writings of Wicklif had great 


migration to the banks of Avignon) brought to his mind 
the condition of the Jewiſh church in the Babylonian 
captivity. And this parallel was all, perhaps, that he 
meant to inſinuate in moſt of thoſe paſſages: But, 
when he applies the prophecies to Rome, as to the Abo- 
calyptic Babylon (as he clearly does in the epiſtle under 
conſideration), his meaning is not equivocal ; and we 
do him. but juſtice to give him an honourable place 
en- the TEs TES VERITATIS. 

a! See the catalogue of his works in Cave' s Hiſt. 
Lit. vol. ii. App. p. 63; in which is the following 
book of Dialogues. Dialogorum libri quatuor ; quo- 
rum —quartus Romanæ tccleſiz ſacramenta, ejus 
peſtiferam vocationem, ANTICURISTI REGNUM, fra- 
trum fradulentam originem atque eorum hypocriſim, 
variaque noſtro ævo ſcitu digniſſima, perſtringit. 
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effects both at home and abroad ; and, 
with other cauſes, contributed very much 
to the cultivation of free enquiry, and to 
the improvement of all uſeful knowledge, 
in the XVth century. The church of 
| Rome was puſhed vigorouſly on all fides 5 
and, in her turn, omitted no means of ſelf- 
defence. That the wort were not ſeru- 
| pled, may be ſeen by what paſſed in Eng- 
land, at that time, as welt as by the ſangui- 
nary and faithleſs proceedings at the coun- 
eil of Conſtance. Lord Cobham, and the 


two Bohemian martyrs, were committed to 
the flames, for nothing ſo much, as for aſ- 


ferting the impious Nenn F TRAD _ 
Pope was Antichriſt,” 

9. We now enter on the XVith« cen- 
tury; diſtinguiſhed in the. annals of man- 
Rind by that great event, The Reformation 
of long oppreſſed and much adulterated re- 
ligion. The Chriſtian world had ſtumbered 
in its chains, for full ten ages. But Li- 
berty came at laſt— 


Libertas, que ſera tamen reſpexit INEATEM. 


This 
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This important work was begun, and 
| rr on the common principle, That 
the biſhop of Rome was Antichriſt: and 
the great ſeparation from the church of 
Rome was every where juſtified on the 
idea, That Rome was the Babylon of the 
Revelations; and that Chriſtians were 
bound by an expreſs command in thoſe 
prophecies, to come out gf ber communion. 
Leo X. was thunder: ſtruck with this 
cry, which reſounded on all fides; and, in 
the laſt Lateran council, gave it in charge 
to all preachers, that none of them ſhould 
3 5 to call the Pope, Antichriſt, or to 
treat this obnoxious ſubject in their diſ- 
courſes to the people 29. But his edit 
came too late. The notion had taken 
root in the minds of men; and the name 
of Antichriſt, as rec to "the wh ag was 
current in all dern. 4 Io 


mM Mangantes amdibus, 1 Nele 
futurorum malorum, vel ANTICHRISTI: ADVENTUM— 
| prædicare, vel aſerere, neguaquam præſumant. Br N 3 

Cong, Lateran. v. fub Leone X. Sf. xi. p. 632. 


D 3 10. From 


$ 


oh Prophecies concerning ANTICHRIST« 


10. From this time to che preſent, the 
405 of Antichriſtianiſm againſt the church 
of Rome is to be regarded, not as the lan- 
guage of private men, or particular ſynods; 
but as the common voice of the whole 
Proteſtant world: ſo that it will be need- 
leſs to . ne eh Nene we it; wy 
U. ui bn [4 
Tas: nao been d inde; with 
all poſſible brevity, hath held us ſo long. 
that l have ite wc one or tuo . 
reflexions e 
1, Finſt, It may ſeem belag: from __ 
; general prevalence of this opinion, in all 
the periods of the Chriſtian church, that it 
muſt needs have ſome ſolid ground in the 
ſcriptural propheties : it not being other · 
a wiſe, conceiv able, that 3 at ſhould: ſpread ſo 
far, and continue ſo long; or that / the 
more enlightened, as well as barbarous 
ages, ſhould concur. in the F of 
it. 188 818 
2. Secondly, „ gen © the catalogue of it 
luſtrious names, here produced, and from 
A 5. the 
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5 — 
— De 


the ſingular ſtreſs, which all Proteſtant 0 
churches to this day have ever laid on this 
principle, we may ſee the importance of 
the general queſtion. The papal divines 
have an evident reaſon for treating it with 
contempt. The men of thought and in- 
quiry, who ſpeculate within the Roman 
communion, may be reſtrained by confi- 
derations of fear or decency, from join- 

ing [c] in this invidious charge againſt the 


le] M. d'Alembert, indeed, goes further. He ac- 
- a_ us, that this charge is now out of date, and 
that nobody: either within or without the Romiſh com- 
mnnion, makes it any longer. For, ſpeaking of a 
public inſcription at Geneva, in which 2be Pope is called 
Antichriſt, he animadverts on this diſgrace of that Pro- 
teſtant people, and very kindly ſuggeſts to them what 
their improved ſentiments and language ſhould be on 
that ſubject. As for the Catholics, (ſays he, very gravely) 
the Pope is regarded by thim, as tbe Head of the true 
Church : | By ſage and maderate Proteſtants, he is ſeen in the 
light of a ſovereign prince, whom. they reſpec, though they 
Ao not obcy him But, in an age li le this, HE Is NO LONGER 
ANTICHRIST IN THE OPINION OF ANY BODY. Pour n 
les Catholiques, le Pape eſt le chef de la veritable 
Egliſe; pour les Proteſtants ſages et moderees, c'eſt un 
Souverein qu'ils reſpectent comme Prince ſans lui obèir: 
mal. dans un fi ecle a que notre, il n'e/t plus P Antichriſt 
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head of their church. But for any, that 
profeſs Chriſtianity, and call themſelves Pro- 
teſtants, to make light of inquiries into the 
prophecies concerning Antichriſt, and to 
manifeſt a ſcorn of all attempts to apply 
them in the way, in which they have ſa 
generally, and with ſuch effect been ap- 

lied, is à ſort of conduct, which will not 
p readily find an eteuße, much leſs a Juſti- 
fication, 

3. Laſtly, whatever becomes of the 8 
or importance of the doctrine, the antiquity 
of it is not to be diſputed. For we are 
authorized to affirm, on the moſt certain 

grounds of ' hiſtory, that a Roman power, 
commonly called Antichriſt, was expecled 
to ariſe in the latter times, by the primitive 
Chriſtians; and that the Imperial was not 
deemed to be that power, ſo long as it ſub- 
ſiſted. It is, further, ungueſtionable that 
not the Emperor, but the Biſhop or Church 


pour perſonns. Encyclopedie, Art. GEN EVE. —If the 
preſent age be, here, truly characterized, it was high 
time, or rather it was too late, to found this Proteſtant 
Le: | | = 


of. 
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of Rome was afterwards thought entitled . 


to the name of Antichriſt by many perſons 


of that communion, for ſeveral, ſucteſfive 


centuries,” previous to the Era of the Re- 
formation. = 

[Theſe facts would chats: the wonder, 
at leaſt, which. ſome expreſs at hearing the 
names of the Pope and Antichriſt - pro- 
nounced together. They muſt ſurely con- 
vince every man, that this language, what- 
ever foundation it may, or may not, have 


in the prophecies, i is not taken up without 


precedents and authorities: and that the 


notion, conveyed by it, is not a conceit of 
yeſterday, which ſprung out of recent pres 
judices, and novel interpretations. This, I 


ſay, is a concluſion which every man muſt 
draw from the premiſes, laid down in this 
diſcourſe : and this, for the preſent, is the 


main uſe I would requeſt you, to o make of 


thoſe premiſes. 
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Prejudices aint; ths Dorine, of 
ANTICHRIST. ITE 


1 5 wh OBE 18. 


8 7 n Let tbat annere 2 
come bY 


| NE of the principal 8 againſt 
the doctrine of Antichriſt, as under- 
N ſtood and applied by Proteſtant divines, 
ariſes out of a circumſtance, which was 
juſt touched in the cloſe of my laſt, diſ- 
courſe, and is of! importance enough to be 
now reſumed and more particularly con- 
fidered, 8 3 

I. It is well known, that, when the Re- 
formation was ſet on foot in the ſixteenth 
centurv, this great work was every where 


Jullifed and conducted on the general prin- 
ciple, 


d2—2—7—ͤ m —-— ei — 4 FARE 
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ple, That the Pope, or at leaſt the church 
of Rome, was Antichriſt,” | 


„ Now men of ſenſe, who have looked 
no farther into the ſubject, and yet re- 
member, as they eaſily may, the bitter- 
neſs, the policy, the fraud, too commonly 
obſervable in the conduct of religious (as 
of other) parties, eaſily fall into the ſuſpi- 
cion, That this cry of Antichriſt was only 
an artifice of the time, or at leaſt an extra- 
vagance of it; when the minds of men 
were intenſely heated againſt each other, 
and when of - courſe no arms would be re- 
fuſed, that might ſerve to _—_ or diſtreſs 

| the enemy. h | | 
” In theſe” circumſtances, it was natural 
Maney it will be ſaid, for angry men to 
fee that in the prophecies which was not 
contained in them; or for defigning men 
to feign that which they did not ſee; in or- 
der the more effectually to carry on the 
cauſe in which they had embarked, and to 
ſeduce the unwary multitude into their 
quarrel. In ſhort, the paſſions of the Re- 

| formed, 
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formed, it is readily. preſumed, had, fome 

way or other, conjured up this ſpectre: of 
Antichriſt, as a convenient engine, by 
which they might either gratify their own 
| ſpicen, or excite that of the people; the 
prophecies all the while being no further 
concerned in the queſtion, than as they were 
wreſted for. theſe purpoſes (as they fre- 
quently have been, in like caſes) from theis 
true and proper meaning.” 

To remove this capital prejudice (which, 
morethan any other, bath, perhaps, diverted 
ferious men from giving a due attention 
to this argument) was the main purpoſe of 
the preceding diſcourſe; in which it was 
clearly ſhewn from hiſtorical teſtimony, 
that the queſtion concerning Antichriſt 
had its riſe in the earlieſt times; that the 
prophecies concerning Antichriſt, though 
imperfectly enough underſtood, and, it 
may be, paſſionately applied, had yet been 
conſidered, very generally, as referring to 
fome corrupt Chriſtian and even eccleſiaſti- 
cal aon or power; and that many emi- 

nent 
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nent members of the Chriſtian church had 
even applied thoſe prophecies to the /ame 
perſon or power, to which Proteſtants now 
apply them, and for the ſame end which 
Proteſtants have in view, when they apply 
them to ſuch perſon or power, for many 
ſucceſſive centuries, before the Reformation 
began, From all which it is undeniable, 
that the Reformers did not innovate in the 

interpretation of the prophecies concerning 
Antichriſt; and that their application of 
them to the ſee of Rome, was not a con- 
trivance, which ſprung out of the paſſionate 
reſentments, or intereſted n of that 
time. | 5 
"I true indeed (for the wh ſhould 
not, and needs not, be concealed) that the 

| Reformers were forward enough to lay 
hold on this received ſenſe of the prophe- 
cies, and to make their utmoſt advantage 
of it; the account of which matter is, 
briefly, this: The Chriſtian church had 
now for many ages been held together in 
A cloſe dependence en the chair of St. 

| | Peter ; 3 
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Peter ; and to ſecure and perpetuate that 
dependence, was the principal object and 


concern of the papal court. Various means 


were employed for this purpoſe : but the 


moſt effectual was thought to be, to in- 


culcate in the ſtrongeſt terms on the minds 
of Chriſtians the abſolute neceffity of com- 
municating with the Biſhop of Rome, as 


the centre of unity, and, by divine ap- 


pointment, the ſupreme vifible head of the 
Chriſtian world. Hence, to renounce in 
any degree the authority and juriſdiction 
of Rome, was decmed the moſt inexpiable 
of all fins. The name of Schisu was 
faſtened upon it; a name, Which was 


ſounded higher than that of Hereſy itſelf, 


as implying in it the accumulated guilt 
of Apoſtacy, and igfidelity. The way of 

heaven was ſhut againſt all offenders of this 
ſort; and, to make their condition as 
miſerable, as it was hopeleſs, all the en- 
gines of perſecution, ſuch as racks, fires, 


gibbets, inquiſitions, and even Cruſades, 


had been employed againſt them : as was 
ſeen 
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e in the caſe of the Albigenſes and 
others, who; at different times, had at- 
tempted to withdraw themſelves from the 
papal dominion. 

Such was the ſtate of things, kn the 
bold ſpirit of Luther reſolved, at all 
adventures, to break through this inve⸗ 
terate ſervitude Ia], ſo dextrouſly impoſed 
on the Chriſtian world, under the pre- 
tence, and in the name, of ecclefiaſtical 

union. Yet the peril of the attempt was 
eafily foreſeen, or was preſently felt. And, 
therefore, the *Reformers (to prevent the 
ill effects which the dreadful name of 
Schiſm might have on themſelves and their 
cauſe, and to ſatisfy at once thejr own 
conſciences. and thofe of their adherents) 
not only revived and enforced the old. 
charge of Aniichriſtianiſm againſt the church 
of Rome; but further inſiſted (on the au- 
thority. of thoſe prophecics which juſtified 


*: Tal N leurs liens, dit-il, et rejettons leur 
joug de deſſus nos tetes, B uet, H V. I. i. c. 26. 
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the charge) that Chriſtians were bound in 

conſcience, by the moſt expreſs command; 
to break all communion with her. The 
expedient, one ſees, was well calculated 
to ſerve the purpoſe in hand: but ſtill the 


command was trulyand pertinently alledged; 


for it exiſts in ſo many words (however 


the blindneſs or the bigotry. of former 


times had overlooked it) in the book of the 


Revelations b. So that whoevet admitted 


the charge itſelſ to be well founded, could 
not reject this conſequence of it, That Chriſt 


and Antichriſt had no fellowſhip with each 


other. And on this popular ground, chiefly, 
the Proteſtant cauſe, in thoſe early times, 
was upheld; with no ſmall advantage to 
the patrons of it; it being now cleat, 
that, the invidious imputation of Schiſm 


had loſt its malignity i in the general obli⸗ 


| gation, which lay upon Chriſtians, to re- 


nounce all communion with the church of 5 


Rome. 


[5] Come out of her, my people, that ye be not  partakers 
of her eus , and that ye rective nol i of her Mages, Rev. 7 


&vill, 4 
; „„ T his. 
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This being the true account of that zeal, 
with which the doctrine of Antichriſt was 
aſſerted in the days of Reformation, let 

us ſee how the caſe ſtands at preſent , 
and whether any reaſonable prejudice lies 

againſt the doctrine itſelf, from the uſes, 

that were then ſo happily made of it. 

In the firſt place, The injunction, to 

come aut of ber, was, as I obſerved, not 
for ged by the Reformers; nor (admitting 
Ay church to be Antichriſtian) was it 
miſrepreſented by them. Every reader of 
the prophecies mult confeſs, that the com- 
mand is clearly delivered, and that the ſenſe 
of it is not miſtaken. How ſerviceable 
ſoever, therefore, this topic was to the 
cauſe of reformation, it is not, on that ac- 
count, to be the leſs eſteemed by the Juſt 
and candid i inquirer, 
In the next place, 1 will freely admit, 
that the dread, in which moſt men, if not 
all men [c}, of that time, were held, of in- 


(e)] [Luther] condamnoit les Bohemiens qui s'etoi- 
ent ſeparez de ndtre communion, et proteſtoit qu'il ne 
lui arriveroit jamais de tomber dans un ſemblable Schiſme. 
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curring the imputation of Schiſin, - was 


much greater, than the occaſion required, 


and, upon the whole, a ſort of panic terror. 


For, though a cauſeleſs ſeparation from 
the church would indeed bare loaded the 
Reformers with much and real guilt; yet 
when the abuſes of it had riſen to that 


height as to reduce an honeſt man to the 


1 8 either of committing ſin, or 
of leaving its communion, they might 


well have juſtified themſelves on the evi- 


dent neceſſity of the thing, and had no need 
of a pofitive command to authorize their 
ſeparation. All this is, now, clearly ſeen; 
and if the firſt Reformers did not ſee chus 


Beoſuet, Hf. 4 I. 1 1. p. 41. Pas. 1740. And 


again, p. 28; Apres, dit-il [Luther], que je'us ſur- 
monte tous les argumens qu'on propoſoit, il en reſtoit 
un dernier qu'a peine je pus ſurmonter par le ſecours de 
Jefus Chriſt avec une extreme difficultè et beaueoup 
d'angoifſe ; ff gu I falloit ecouter PEglije.— One ſees 
for what purpoſe M. Boſſuet quotes theſe paſſages, and. 
others of the ſame kind, from the writings of Luther. 
However, they ſhew very clearly how deepanimpreffion 
the idea of Schiſm had made on my mind even of this 

intrepid Reformer. . 


"on. 
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much (as very probably they did not) all 
that follows is, That the doctrine of Anti- 
chriſt, from which that command derived 
its effect, was leſs neceſſary to their cauſe, 
than they ſuppoſed it to be; not, that the 
doctrine itſelf is without authority, or the 
command without obligation. | 
Laftly, I obſerve, that, though che v vio- 
lences of the time might force the Re- 
formers to take ſhelter in this doctrine of 
Antichriſt, and though the prejudices of the 
time might induce them to take the ad- 

vantage, they did, of it; yet, neither of 
theſe combderitions affords any Juſt pre- 
ſumption againſt the doctrine, as it lies in 
ſcripture, and is enforced by us at this time 
out 675 it; becauſe we argue, not from their 
authority, but from the prophecies them- 
ſelves; which are much better underſtood 
by us; than they were by them; and are 
ſtill maintained to ſpeak the ſenſe, which 
they put upon them, I mean with reſpect 
to the general application of them to 
the church of Rome, though we have no- 
He MS. thing 
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thing to apprehend either from the power 
of that church, or from the 9 of 
the people. 

Let no man, therefore, raſhly Soden, | 
from the free uſe made of this doctrine by 
our old Reformers (and there is ſcarce one 
of them that has not left behind him"a 
tract or diſcourſe on Antichriſt) that it hath 


no better or other foundation, than in their 


intereſts or paſſions. A reaſonable man 
ſees, that it has no dependance at all upon 
them. That Luther, indeed, heated in 
the controverſy with the church of Rome, 
and ſmoaking, as TI may ſay, from the re- 
cent blaſt of the papal thunders, ſhould 
cry out, ANTICHRIST d], ſhall paſs, if you 
will, for a fally of rage and deſperation [e}, 
Bur that we, at this day, who revolve the 
prophecies at our eaſe, and are in little 
more dread of waders Rome, than of 


[4 J 8 Bullam Antichri 1a tract of Luther, ſo 
called, againſt the Bull of Leo X. 

le] Lanber reeonvit apres la rupture ouverte, que 
dang les commencements il éteit comme a defeſpoir=e 
Baſſuet, H. V. p. 26. 


antient 
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antient Babylon, ſhould fill find the te- 
ſemblance ſo ſtriking as to fall upon the 
ſame idea; and ſhoutd even be driven 
againſt the ſtrong biaſs of prejudice (which 
with us, in England, for above a century 
paſt, has drawn the other way) to adopt 
the language of our great Reformer; this, 
I fay, is a confideration of another ſort, and 
will not be put off ſo ſlightly. 
 ST1L1, there are other prejudices, which 
oppoſe themſelves to this great Proteſtant 
principle, That the Pope is Antichriſt : and 
theſe, it will not be beſide the purpoſe of 
this Lectute to confider, | It may, then, be 
5 | | e 


* 1 « That, Alb there be not the 


fame ent neceffity for bringing this 
odious charge againſt the Papacy, as thete 
was formerly in the infancy of Reformation; 
yet obvious reafons are not wanting, which 
may poſſibly induce the Proteſtant churches 
of our times to repeat and inforce it. So 
* as the ſeparation i is kept up, the parti- 
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zans of the cauſe will not ſcruple to lay 
hold on every popular topic, by which it 
may be promoted. But an il name is the 
readieſt of all expedients, and generally the 
moſt effectual for this ſervice. And as 
| Heretic is the term in uſe, when the 
church of Rome would diſcredit the Re- 
formation; ſo, Antichriſt.. ſerves juſt as 
well, in the mouth of a Proteſtant, to diſ- 
grace the Catholic party. Hence, the 
people are gratified in a low ſpite againſt | 
the perſon of the Pope; the better ſort are 
confirmed in their religious or politic aver- 
ſion to the church of Rome; and Princes 
themſelves are invited to come in aid of 
the prophecies, by turning their arms and 
.councils againſt a godleſs antichriſtian 
tyranny ; and all this, to the ruin of 
public peace, and-in defiance of eigen 
charity.“ 

When men declaim, inflead of, argu- 
ing, or, what is worſe, when they argue 
from their fuſpicions only, it may not 
be eaſy to give. them an anſwer to their 

fariſ- 
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) 


Ply, 
Firſ,. That the lon: is not, ac 


| uſe has been, or may be, made of this 


doctrine concerning Antichriſt; but whe- 
ther there be reaſon. to believe that ſuch 
doctrine is really contained in facred 


ſcripture. If there be, it will become us 
to treat it with reſpect, how much ſoever, 
it may have very. miſapplied, gr rer. 


verted. 


In ther next plate, one rnighe er thac 


no man, who. underſtood the ſtate of this 
controverſy, ever applied the prophecies 
concerning Antichriſt to the pern of the 
Pope, but in general to the church of Rome, 
or rather to the Antichriſtian ſpirit, by 
which it is governed; or, if to the Pope, to 
him only as repreſenting that ſqgerys of 
which he is the head: and fo far only, as 


he acted in the ſpirit of it. And there is 


nothing ſtrange or | unuſual in this uſe of 
the teim. When Hobbes wrote his famous 
book, c called Leviaraas (a' word, now 
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ſatisfaction. Otherwiſe, one might re- 
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at leaſt, of almoſt as ill ſound, as Att. 
chriſt itſelf) no man ſuppoſes, that he 
meant to apply this character, excluſively, 
to the perſon of any prince, then living; 
but, in general, to civi/ government, ace. 
cording to the ideas he had formed of it. 
And this way of ſpeaking, as I have before 
obſerved, is eſpecially familiar to the ſacred 
writers. Many of the Popes are ſaid to 
have been, and, for any thing I know, 
may have been, Saints, in their private mo- 
rals: fo that when we apply the term, 
Antichriſt, to them, we do not mean ta 
ſtigmatize their per ſout, but merely to ex- 
preſs the ſenſe which the prophecies lead 
us to entertain of the communion, over 
which they preſide; though they may not 
exemplify in their own conduct, or not 
in any remarkable degree, the avowed belt 
ciples of that communion. ' + 

Conceive, therefore, with more reſpedt 
of Proteſtant divines, when they explain | 
and vindicate the prophecies concerning 
e than to 2 that hays itt | 
dulge 


 Dotrine of AnTriennisr. 3) 


dulge in thethſelyes, or would encourage 


in others, a lou er againſt the fer Jon of the 


Roman Pontif. 
Thirdly,” It is to be obſerved, that, 


although this prophetic language may tend 


to confirm Proteſtants in 4 religious, or, if 


vou will, politic averfion to the thurth of 
Rome ; yet it is not therefore to be forborn, 


if the ſcriptures do, indeed, authorize the 
uſe of it; nor is there any hurt done, if 
the principles of that church be not miſ- 


repreſented ; for then, ſuch averſion be- 


comes the wiſdom and the duty of all 
Chriſtians. Beſides, this averſion proceeds 
no farther in well-informed Proteſtants, 
than to keep them at diſtance from the 
Romiſh communion, and to admoniſh 
others of their obligation to forſake it. 


"I And, if the members, above all, if the 


rulers, of that communion would reſtrain 
their zeal within the ſame bounds (though 
they would not, we fay, be equally juſti- 


fied in this zeal) neither public peace, nor 
Chriſtian charity, would ſuffer by it. 


Lafth, 


— 
1 


— — uo — — —— — 
LE — oat > > ho co. — 


* 8 
CI 


hey ee —— — EEE eee re tes 


— n 
2 — —— ew I 
8 N 
4 - 


. 
Oo 
7 
kn ths - — — , 
pwr — 
E 
TT; 2 
* £54 . > — — 


* © — 
ERECTILE —— 


— : — 
A 28 — — ov 5 F 5-4 88 % 5 - A q 
* N 2 way L007 "V4 b . * — 9 : > * 

= A — —_ » — —— — — — 

* « - - 2 ed _ Fg 4. * 2 WIS. 2 pn — 77 
. 5 — To 1 nas. bs 1 * * 8 — — 
* by — . 5 . - we L - — — , . 2 . - bh 
— * — — - ——— W le * 2 - 2 PL — — - - 
* * 4 "4 $47 8 wg > 2 = > — 2 * 2 * 1 
* ** Erl £ Y 


rr — p 


* 

P 7” FR II ISS =, 
T re mes cept ME: 
* —— — — 


2 r * — 2. 
— 5 — „ 
S. oe 


| * + rejudices . the 


_ Loaſth, it ſhould be. remembered, That; 
when the. prophecies . foretel the downfal 
of Antichriſt, and even go ſo far as to point 
out to us the princes of that communion, 
as the deſtined inſtruments of ſuch cataſ. 
trophe; yet neither is hereby, any duty im- 
poſed on thoſe princes to make war upon 
55 Pope, nor any encouragement given to 

roteſtants themſelves to concur in any 
ſuch meaſures. For the prophets ſimply 
predict an event: ; and do not deliver in 
their prediction, or propoſe to deliver, 
rules for our conduct. Our Saviour him- 
ſelf, ſpeaking by. the ſpirit, and in the 
langvage of prophecy, ſaid ] come not to 
fend peace on earth, but a ford. But will 
any man ſuppoſe that this prediction juſfi- 
fies, or was meant in any degree to juſtify, 
that ſtate of things, which it deſcribes, and 
which the author of it foreſaw would 
too certainly come to paſs ? Nor think, thar 
the event predicted, 1 mean, the fall of 
Antichriſt, will not take place, unleſs our 
invectives, or hoſtile attempts, make way 

for 


ö 


for it? If the pci be FR there 1s 
Ox, who will ſee that it be accompliſhed. 
Princes and States may have nothing leſs 
in view than to fulfil the prophecies of ſa- 
cred, Scripture : : yet, when the. appointed 
time is come, they will certainly fulfill 
them, though they never thought of coming 
in aid of the propheciee—though we ſhould 
not encourage them in any ſuch preſumptu- 
ous defign—nay, though we ſhould do our 
utmoſt, as it is our duty to do, to reſtrain 
vindictive and 1ll-adviſed men from turning 
their arms even againſt Antichriſt himſelf, 
for the ſake of religion. 

This topic, 1 know, is much Jaboufet 
by he advocates of the papal cauſe, in 
order to throw diſgrace on Proteſtant | 
writers, whom they confider as ſo many 
 Incendiaries, wickedly attempting to ſpread 
the flames of war through Chriſtian ſocie- 
ties. There might be a time when, in the 
caſe of ſome few men, tranſported -by 
paſſion, becauſe outrageouſly opprefled, 
there was, perhaps, ſome colour for this 


charge. 
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charge. But to perfiſt in it, as they il 
do, only ſhews that they neither conceive 
with due teverence of divine prophecy, 
nor do juſtice to that ſpitit of toleration 
by which the Proteſtant churches, at leaſt 
of our e. are 1 Jonny” diftin- 


Bun 1 


II. «A third . which operstes 
in the minds of many perſons againſt the 
principle under confideration, ariſes from 
dhe diſagreeing opinions of learned men 
concerning the ſenſe and application of the 
prophecies; while not only the papal Di- 
vines, but many writers of note even 
among ourſelves, have ſtrenuouſly main- 
tained that the church of Rome is no way 
concerned in the ee ning 8 
- Antichriſt.” 

To obviate this been 1 obſerve, 
1. That arguments from authority, in 
all caſes where reaſon and good ſenſe muſt 
finally decide, are very little to be regarded. 
Shew me the queſtion in religion, or even 
' 1 


Doctrine of Aurrengier. 0 


in common morals, about which learned 
men have not diſagreed ; nay, ſhew me a 
fingle text of ſcripture, though ever ſo 
plain and preciſe, which the perverſenefs 
or ingenuity of interpreters has not drawn 
into different, and often contrary meanings. 
What then ſhall we conclude ? That there ; 
is no truth in religion, no certainty in ml 
morals, no authority in ſacred ſcripture Mo 
If fuch conclufions, as theſe, be carried 
to their utmoſt length, in what elſe can 
they terminate, but abſolute univerſal ſcep- 
ticiſm? _ | 

2. I obſerve that this authority, after 
all, whatever weight we may, in the ge- 
neral, ſuppoſe it to have, is, in the preſent 
caſe, no great matter; for it is, in effect, 
but the authority of ONE man, ' whoſe 
eminent worth, however, and luſtre of 
reputation, made it current with ſome 
r 

The character of Huoo Gnorius f is 
well known. He is juſtly eſteemed among 
dhe ableſt and moſt learned men of an age, 

that 


5 


62 . rg again the 


that abounded in ability and learning. Be- 

ſides his other ſhining talents, his ac- 
quaintance with hiſtory was extenſive; and 

his knowledge of ſcripture, profound. And 

yet, with two ſuch requiſites for enlocking 

the true ſenſe of the prophetic writings, this 

" excellent man undertook to prove in form, 
That the Pope was not Antichriſt. 5 

The account of this miſchance is as 
extraordinary, as the miſchance itſelf. The 
moral qualities of Grotius were till more 
admirable, than his intellectual: and in 
theſe qualities, we ſhall find the true ſpring 
of his unhappy and miſapplied pains on the 
ſubject before us. 5 
He was in his own nature juſt, candid, : 
benevolent, to a ſupreme degree; and the 
experience of an active turbulent life had 
but fortified him the more in a love of theſe 
| pacific virtues. He was, on principle, a 
fincere and zealous Chr iſtian ; and conſe- 
quently impreſſed with a due ſenſe of that 
exalted charity, which is the charateriflic 
of that religion: but he had ſeen and felt 
much 


% 
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much of the miſchiefs, which proceed 
from theological quarrels : and thus every 
thing concurred to make him a friend to 
peace, and, above all, to VER: amocg 
Chriſtians. 
An union of the Catholic and. Ponte 
churches ſeemed neceflary to this end: 
and the apparent candour, whether real or 
affected, of ſome learned perſons, whom 
he Rad long known and valued in the 
church of Rome, drew him into the be- 
lief, that ſuch a project was not impractica- 
ble. Henceforth, it Became the ruling 
object of his life; and, permitting himſelf 
too eaſily to conclude, that the Proteſtant 
doctrine of Antichriſt was the ſole, or 
principal obſtruction to the union deſired, 
he bent all the efforts of his wit and learn- 
ing to diſcredit and overthrow that doctrine. 
Thus was this virtuous man betrayed 
by the wiſdom and equity of his own cha- 
racter; and I know not if the obſervation 


of the moral poet can be ſo OO applied. | 
to any other 


Taſani 
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1 ſapiens nomen ferat, æquus iniqub | 
Ultra quam fatis eſt, virtutem fi petat ipfam 7. 
The iſſue of his general ſcheme was 
whot might eaſily be foreſeen ; and of his 
arguments, I ſhall only fay thus much, That 
the Romiſh writers themſelves, for whoſe _ 
uſe they might ſeem to be invented, though 
they continue to object his name to us, 
are too wiſe to venture the ftreſs of thoik 
eauſe-upon them. 
To conclude this head of authority, let 
me juſt obſerve, | 
3. In the laſt place, t that, if any 8 
be due to it, the advantage will clearly be 
on our fide. For, though the name of 
Grotius made an impreffion on ſome Pro- 
teſtant interpreters of ſcripture, not incon- 
ſiderable for their parts and learning, yet, 
when the grounds of his opinion came to 
be examined, the moſt and the ableſt of 
them have generally declared againſt him: 
and among theſe, let it be no offence to 


[ 71 Hor. 1 Ep. vi. 15. 


the 


Doctrine of Axrichgisr. 6g 


the manes of this great [g] man, if we par- 
ticularly mention Two, and prefer even 
to his authority that of Newton and Clarke; 
the one, the ableſt philoſopher, and the 


ther, the cooleſt and moſt rational divine, 


that any age has produced. 


IV. Ather, and fourth eve may 


have been entertained on this ſubject from 
obſerving that many curious: perſons, who 
have employed themſelves much and long 
in the ſtudy of the prophecies, eſpecially 
of thoſe concerning Antichriſt, have been 
led (on their authority, as they pretend) 


to fix the time and other circumſtances of 


great events, which yet have not fallen out 


agreeable to their expectations. Whence 
it is inferred, that no folid information can 


CY 


(e! Grotius was more than a great, he was a faſhion« 


able man. No wonder therefore, thit, under the in- 


fluence of two ſuch prejudices, his opinions ſhould find 
followers; which yet they would ſcarce* have found 
with us, if the political ſtate of that time had not been 
_ a third prejudice 1 in their favour, See the Biſhop of 
ee e s Sermon, On the riſe of Aniichr, its 
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be derived from the prophecies, and that 
all. our reaſonings upon them are no better 
than fancy and conjecture.” 
Now, though the indiſcretion of theſe 
curious perſons, who would needs prophecy 
when their bufineſs was only to inter- 
pret Y, be injurious enough to their own 
character, I do not ſee how it affects that 
of the prophets; unleſs whatever may be 
abuſed (as every thing may) be anſwerable 
for the abuſes made of it. But to reply 
more directly to this charge. . 
The ill ſucceſs of men in explaining 
prophecies of events, not yet come to pals, 
can in no degree diſcredit thoſe prophecies, 
unleſs it be eſſential to this ſort of revela- 
tion to be ſo clearly propoſed, as that it 
may and muſt be perfectly underſtood, be- 
fore thoſe events happen; the contrary of 
which I have already ſhewn, i in a preceding 


[** The folly of interpreters has been, to fore 
te tel times and things by this prophecy, as if God 
„ deligned to make them prophets,” Sir J. Newton, 
p. 251. e 
„ diſcourſe. 
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diſcourſe. The very idea of prophecy is 
that of a light ſhining in a dark place: and 
a place is not dark, if we have light enough 
_ to diſcern diſtinctly and fully every remote 
corner of it. But the thing ſpeaks itſelf. 
For to what end is the prediction delivered 
in obſcure and enigmatic terms, if the pur- 
poſe of the inſpirer was that the ſubject of 
the prediction ſhould be immediately, and 
in all its circumſtances, preciſely appre- 
hended ? Why, then, is any diſtinction 
made between Prophecy, and Hiſtory ? 
The mode of writing clearly demonſtrates, 

that ſomething, for a time at leaſt, was 
meant to be concealed from us: and then, 
if men will attempt, out of ſeaſon, to pene- 
trate this myſtery, what wonder if miſtake 
be the fruit of their preſumption ?' 

Again : the declared end of prophecy i is, 
not that we may be enabled by it to fore- 
ſee things before they come to paſs ; but. 
_ when they come to paſs, that we may 
acknowledge the divine author of the pro- 
Phecy [i]. What diſhonour, then, can it 

WH © God gave — and the prophecies of the Old 

. be 
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be to the prophet, that he is not cerfelily 
underſtood, till we be expected to make 
uſe of his information? Nay; in the caſe 
f 8 us, it would diſhonour him, if he 
l For, of the prophecies concerning 

Antichriſt we are expreſsly told, that they 


are ſhut up and. ſealed, till the time of the _ 


end; that is, till Time brings the key 
along with him. So that, if men could 
open them, by their own wit and ſagacity 
only, they would give the lye to the pro- 
| phet. And thus we ſee, that the very 


miſtakes of interpreters attempting pre- 
maturely to. unfold the ſealed prophecies 


concerning Antichriſt, far from ſubvert- 
ing, ſupport che credit of thoſe n 


cies [&. 


5 1 not to gratify men's curioſities by ena- 
bling them to fore know things; but that, after they 
* were fulfilled, they might be interpreted by the 
event; and his own providence, not the interpre- 
© ter's, be then manifeſted thereby to the world.” 
Sir J. Newton, p. 261. - 

[4] „It is a part of this prophecy, that it ſhould not 
ce be underſtood Exe the laſt age of the world; and 


But 


\ 4 | 
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But I have ſomething more to ſay on 
this ſubject. Though we cannot ſee every 
thing in the prophecies, which we are 
| impatient to ſee, it is not to be ſuppoſed 

that we can ſee nothing in them. If this 
were the caſe, we ſhould ſcarce regard them 
as prophecies at all; at leaſt we ſhould 
hardly be prevailed upon to read and con- 
ſider them. For, it is on the ſuppoſition 
that ſome light is communicated to us, that 
we are diſpoſed, as well as required, to take 
heed to it. In ſhort, if we ſaw nothing, 
we ſhould expe& nothing : ſuch pro- 
phecies would not engage our curioſity, 
or ſo much as take our attention. In one 
word, they would be utterly loſt upon us. 
This ſeems to have been, in ſome mea- 
ſure, the caſe with regard to this very 
book of the Revelations, The early 
Chriſtians ſaw. ſo little in this prophecy, 
that they were led by degrees to negle& 
the ſtudy of it. Otherwiſe, the little 


$ therefore it makes for the credit of the prophecy, 
45 that it is not yet underſtood. Fir J. Newton, p. 254. 


"03 "T4 they 
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they did ſee, might have given them a 
glimpſe at leaſt, of many things, that 
intimately concerned both 8 faith and 
conduct. | 
It being then nepdilhry, as +1 ſaid, that 
prophecy ſhould, from 'the firſt, convey 
ſome light to, us, and time having now 
very much increaſed that light, it fol- 
lows, that men may excuſeably employ 
themſelves in ſtudying and contemplat- 
ing even unfulfilled prophecies. They 
may conjecture modeſtly of points which 
time has not yet revealed: but they ſhould 
In no caſe pronounce confidently, or de- 
| cide dogmatically, upon them. ; 
It ſeems therefore to be going too far, 
to paſs an indiſcriminate. cenſure on all 
| thoſe, who have propoſed their. thoughts 
on the ſenſe of prophecies not yet com- 
pleted, though it be ever ſo clear that 
a wrong conſtruction has been made of 
them. Nay, it is worth conſidering. whe- 
ther they may not even have conjectured 
night, when they have been thought to 


miſtake 


OO me 0 OOO HA , PP | 
my 


miſtake. the , moſt widely. I-ſay this, 
chiefly, with regard to the time, which 


ſome writers have beforehand aſſigned for 


the accompliſhment of certain prophecies, 
and that, on principles apparently con- 


tained in thoſe prophecies; but ſo unhap- 
pily, as to draw much ſcorn and ridicule 
1 themſelves. 

I explain myſelf by a famous inſtance. 
Nothing has been more cenſured in Pro- 


teſtant divines, than their temerity in fix- 


ing the fall of Antichriſt ; though there are 
certain data in the prophecies, from which 
very probable concluſions on that ſubject 
may be drawn. Experience, it is ſaid, 


contradicts their calculation, But it is 


not conſidered, that the fall of Antichrift, 


is not angle event, to bappen all at once; 


but a ſtate of things, to continue through a 


long tract of time, and to be gradually 
_ accompliſhed. Hence, the interpretation 


of the prophecy might be rightly formed, 
though the expectations of molt men are 
diſappointed, 
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It is viſible, I ſuppoſe, that the papal. 
power (if we agree to call that, Anticbriſt) 
is now on the decline; whenſoever that 
declenſion began, or how long ſoever it 
may be, before it will be finiſhed. And 
therefore interpretersmay have aimed right, 
though they ſeemed to others, and perhaps 
to themſelves, to be miſtaken,  _ 

Suppoſe, the ruin of the Weſtern Em- 
pire had been the ſubject 6f a predic- 
tion, and ſome had collected, beforchand, 
from the terms of the prophecy, that 
it would happen at a Particular time; 
when yet nothing more, in fact, came 
to paſs, than the firſt rrruption of the bar- 
barous nations. Would it be certain that 

this collection was groundleſs and ill 
made, becauſe the empire ſubſiſted in 
a good degree of vigour for ſome centu- 
ries after? Might it not be ſaid, that 
the empire was falling [7] from that era, 


(7] St. Jerom, who lived i in this time, ſpeaks i in the 
vey terms, here ſuppoſed, Romanus orbis RULT. Ep. Is 


OI 
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or derbe before; though, 1n the e event, it 
fell not, till its ſovereignty was ſhaken by 

the rude hands of Attila, or zather, till it 
was laid flat by the well - directed force of 
Theodoric ? + | 
- But we have an wiftvnce in point, re · 
corded in ſacred ſcripture. It had been 
gathered from the old prophecies [m], that, 
in ibe laſt times (that is, when the Meſſiah 
was come), a new earth and new heavens 

ſhould be created, The ſtyle is ſymbolical ; 
but the meaning is, and was ſo underſtood 
to be, that a new Law ſhould be given to 
mankind, and prevail over the whole world. 
This Law was accordingly-promulged and 
began to prevail in the days of the Apoſtles, 
Yet there were ſome who ſaid, Where is the 
promiſe of his coming? for, ſince the fathers 
fell aſleep, all things continue as they were 
from the creation of the world. It was taken 
for granted, we ſee, that this great and 
glorious work, equivalent to'the produc- 
tion of a new world, would take place 


Lu] Iſai. lxv. 17.—2 Pet. i ili. 4 13. 
. | ſuddenly 
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74 Prejudices againſt the 
fuddenly and at onee; which not being the 
caſe, it icemed to follow, that the prophe - 
cies were falſe, or at leaſt ill underſtood : 
when, yet, ſurely, they were then fulfilling 
ü m the eyes of theſe coffers. 
It will be conſidered, how far theſe 
hints” may go towards reſcuing ſome re- 
ſpectable interpreters (for I ſpeak only, of 
ſuch) from that contempt, which has fallen 
upon them, and, from them, on the pro- 
phecies themftlves.- for ſome hazardous 
concluſions, or (if you will) predictions, 
formed and given out by them, concern- 
ing the reign and fall of Antichriſt, My 
meaning, however, is not to make myſelf 
reſponſible for theſe concluſions. © They 
may not be rightly drawn from the pre- 
miſes laid down; or the premiſes may be 
fuch, that the preciſe date of thoſe tranſ- 
actions cannot be determined from them; 
at leaſt, not till the ſcene of prophecy be 
cloſed, or, in the prophetic language, ill 
ibe myſtery of God be finiſhed ſn}. In the 


[3] Rer. x. 7. 
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mean time, it is not clear and undeniable 


that there is no ground at all for ſuch 


conjectures: or, if it were, it would only 
follow that they, who made them, had 
been raſh and indiſcreet in commenting too 
minutely and confidently on prophecies 
unfulfilled; and it would be weak, as we 
have ſeen, to contract a prejudice againſt 


the ſubject itſelf from the miſtakes of ſuch 


commentators. 


. After all, the main and maſter pre- 
judice, I doubt, is, that levity of mind 
Which diſpoſes too many to take their 


notions on this, and other ſubjects of mo- 


ment, from certain polite and popular, it 


may be, but frivolous and libertine writers: 


men, who have no religion, or not enough 
to venerate the prophetic ſcriptures; who 


have no knowledge, or certainly not enough | 


+0 underſtand them. 


But with ſuch cavillers, as theſe, I have 


no concern; this Lecture, and the ſubject 
af it, being addreſſed to men of another 


character, 
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character, to fair, candid „ ſober, and en- 
lightened inquirers, only: For ſo the in- 
ſpired perſon, who firſt announced theſe 
wonders concerning Antichriſt, to man- 


kind, expreſsly declares, or rather prophe- 
ſies None of the wicked ſhall underſtand ; 
but Tas wiss ſhall underſtand [o]. 
le] Daniel xii. 10, 
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9 2 F me, Deth he not freak 
| Parables?8 * 


I* recounting "hs various prejudices, 


which have diverted many perſons from 


giving a due attention to the prophecies 


concerning Antichriſt, I may be thought 
to have overlooked oxE of the moſt conſi- 
derable: which ariſeth from the peculiar 


fiyle, in which they are delivered. But this 
being a ſubject of larger compaſs, and nicer 
Inquiry, than the reſt, (in which, too, the 
credit of all the prophetic ſcriptures, as 
well as thoſe OO Antichriſt, is con- 
cCerned) 


The Prophetic Style conſidered. 
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cerned) I have purpoſely reſerved it for a 
diſtinct and ſeparate examination. ; 


"he 


W1THOUT DOUBT, a plain u man, brought 
up in our cuſtoms and notions, and unac- 
quainted with theological ſtudies, when he 
firſt turns himſelf to the contemplation of 
the Jewiſh and Chriſtian prophecies, will 
be ſurprized, perhaps diſguſted, to find, 
that he underſtands little, or nothing of 
them. His modeſty may incline him to 
think, that ſuch writings are too myſteri- 
ous for his comprehenſion : or, his lazineſs 
and preſumption may diſpoſe him to reject 
them, at once, as perfectly unintelligible ; | 
to. confider the language of them, as a 
Jargon, to which no ideas are annexed ; 
or, at leaſt, as a kind of cypher, of ſo wild 
a fanatical a texture, that no clear and 
certain conſtruction can be made of it. 
| Now, this prejudice, whichever way it 
points, will be obviated, if it can be ſhewn, 


—— 


1. That the prophetic ſtyle was of com- 
mon and approved uſe, i in the times, when 
the 
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the propheeies were delivered, and among 
the people, to whom they were addreſſed. 


And 


2. That this ele, how dark or fanci- 
ful ſoever i it may appear, is yet reducible to 


rule; that is, is conſtructed on ſuch princi- 
ples, as make it the ſubject of juſt criticiſm 
and reaſonable interpretation; and, in par- 
ticular, to us, at this day. 

For a language is not fanatical, that is 
authorized by general practice; nor can it 
be deemed unintelligible, when it is capable 
| 18 having. its n aſcertained. 


| I. The proof of theſe two pins will 
moſt conveniently be given together, in a 
deduction of the cauſes, which produced 
the character of the prophetic as. ©: 


That character, I believe, is truly given 


by thoſe who affirm, That the ſtyle of the 


prophets was only the poetical, and bighly 


figurative, ſtyle of the Eaſtern nations. 


But if you go farther, and aſk, How it 
came to paſs, that the oriental poetry was 
fo 


4 


i | 
„ 
at 
— x - - 2 - - — 7 * — _ 
— —— 1 — g's. — Ss 2 2 4 Ko * 4 - - 
4 . — if — — err . — - * — c 
— — Pee «Sor * y " "5" 0 b 2 3 2 1 C 
222 A or noo ra. WOT 


a 
OS .. r 


= S — 
F 


— n ; 8 Fa . N 
+5 8 5 * 2 . _ — * 22 
” P 4 * -<; 2 v * - N 
* — BL » "RTE 5 2 22 * 8 
— * * 2 


x — 2 . 


80 The Prophetit $4yle confidered, 


ſo much more figurative than ours, it may 
not be enough to ſay, as many others have 
done, that this difference of character was 
owing to the influence of the ſun, and to 
the ſuperior heat and fervour, e it 
gave to an eaſtern imagination. For I 
know not whether there be reaſon to think, 
that the ſun hath any ſuch effect on the 
powers of the minds or that the fancies 
of men are apter to catch, and blaze out 
in metaphor, within a warm climate, than 
a cold one: a figurative caſt of ſtyle being 
obſervable in the native poetry of all coun- 
tries; and that, ſo far as appears from 
hiſtory and experience, in a "Proney tg 
degree. OS; 

Beſides, if the fact were allowed, the 
| anſwer would ſcarce be ſufficient. For, as 
"we ſhall preſently ſee, the ſymbolic lan- 
guage of Prophecy is too conſiſtent and 
uniform, hath too much of art and method 
in it, to be derived from the caſual flights 
and ſallies * the ee onh, how 


power- 
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powerfully. ſoever you ſuppoſe it to have 
operated! in the prophets. 

We then muſt go much deeper 958 a true 
account of the emblematic and highly 
coloured expreſſion, which glares ſo ſtrong - 
ly in the prophetic ſcriptures : and we ſhall 
find it, partly, in the nature vf the human 
mind; and, partly, in the genius, indeed, 
of the oriental nations, and eſpecially of the 
Jews, but as faſhioned, not by the influence 
of their climate, but by the modes * their 

learning and inſtitution. 

I muſt be as brief as poſſible on a . 
ject, which many learned writers Ca] have 
largely and fully diſcuſſed; and, as the re- 
flexions, I have to offer to you upon it, are 
chiefly. taken from them, I may the rather 

beſpeak your attention to what follows. 
1. Firſt, then, let it be obſerved, that 
the original language of all nations is ex- 
tremely imperfect. Their ſtock of words 
being ſmall, they explain themſelves very 


[a Mede, More, Daubuz, Vitringa, and, above all, 
the learned Founder of this Lecture, | 
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much by Ant, or repreſentative actions: 
and their conceptions, in that early ſtate 
of ſociety, being groſs and rude, the few 
words they have are replete with mate- 
rial images, and ſo are what we call highly 
metaphorical; and this, not from chotee 
or defign, or even from any extraordinary 
warmth of fancy, but of neceffity, and 
from the very nature of things. L 
Such is the primitive character of all 
languages: and it continues long i in all, 
becauſe the figurative manner is thought 
ornamental, when it is no longer neceſſary; 
and becauſe the neceſſity of it is only, if 
at all, removed by long uſe and habit in 
abſtract ſpeculation: a degree of refine- 
ment, to which the orientals, and the Jews 
eſpecially, never attained; and therefore 
in their languages, very long 
= AHanſerunt, hodieque manent veftigia ruris. 
Thus far we may go in accounting for 
the figured ſtyle of the eaſt, from general 
prineiples. But this is by no means ths 
whole of the Cale, For 1 0 
3 : 2. We 


7 be Prophetic Sgle conf dered. #2 


2. We are to reflect, that, before an 
alp habet was invented, ind what WE call 
ſiiereey writing was ed into an art, 


men had no way to record their concep- 
tions, or to cohvey them to others at a diſ- 


tance, but by ſetting down the figures and 


ſhapes of ſuch things as were the objects 


of thei contemplation... Hence, the way 
of writing in picture was as univerſal, and 


almoſt as early, as the way of ſpeaking i in 


metaphor ; and from the ſame reaſon, the 
 hecefhty of the thing. . 

In proceſs of time, and through many 
ſucceſſive improvements, this rude and 
fimple mode of picture. writing was ſuc- 
' reeded by that of ſymbols, or was enlarged 
at leaſt, and enriched by it. By ſymbols, 
I mean certain repreſentative marks, rather 


than expreſs pictures; or, if pictures, ſuch 


as were at the ſame time charatters, and, 
beſides preſenting to the eye the reſhmblance 
of a particular object, ſuggeſted a general 
idea to the mind. As, when a horn was 


made to denote frength: an eye and ſeepter, 


G 2 majeſty ; , 
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1 ; and in numberleſs ſuch inſtances; 
where the picture was not drawn to expreſs 


merely the thing itfelf, but ſomething elſe, 
which was, or was conceived to be, ana- 
logous to it. This more complex and in- 


genious form of picture · writing was much 


| practiſed by the Egyptians, and is that 


which we know by the 1 name of HIERO- 
ELYPHICS. 
Indeed, theſe ſymbolic ernte, were 


likely, in a courſe of ſueceffive refinements, 


to paſs into characters by inflitution ; and 
have, in fact, undergone that change among 
the Chineſe: and it might be expected that 


Both would be laid afide by any people that 


ſhould come to be acquainted with the far 


more convenient and expeditious method. 


of alphabetic writing. But the event, -in 
fome inſtances, "bath been different. The 


Chineſe adhere to their characters, though, 


from their late intercourſe with the Eu- 
ropean nations, one cannot but ſuppole, that 


the knowledge of letters has been conveyed 
to them: and the Egyptians, through all 


the 


%” A 


abe Prophetic Style cafe hered. 3 | 
che extent of their long ſubfiſtipg and b ebly.- 


_ poliſhed. empire, retained their Herde h. 
Pbics, notwithſtanding their invention and 


ulp of an alphaþet. EY les 

Their inducement to this. place might | 
be, the. pleaſure, they took. in a mode of 
writing which gratiſſed their inventive 
eue in oking into the Re and 
anal O ies of thin S.3 ox, it migh ht be a 
ſtrain of policy in hem, to, ſecrete, by this 5 
means, their more important diſcoveries | 
from the. vulgar; or, vanity might put 
them 5 railing 1 the value of their know- 
ledge by, Wrapping it up. in a vehicle, ſo 
amuſing at the lame time, and mußte. 


| rigus. 24 nl, 


Whaj 3 ſoever be given of i it, the | 


fact 18, that the Egyptians « cultivated the 
. hieroglyphic ſpecies of writing with pecu- 2 


liar diligence; while the antiquity, the 
ſplendor, the fame, of that mighty king- 


dom exoited a veneration for it in the reſt 
of the world. Hense it came to paſs, that 
the, learning of thoſe times, which was - 


58 ſpread 
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ſpread from Egypt as from its center, 
took a firong tincture of the bieregppble 
ſpirit. The Eaft was wholly infected by 
ir; ſo that it became the pride of its wiſe 
men tp try the reach of each other's capa- . 
city by queſtions conceived and propoſed 
in this form. Even the Greeks, in much 
later ages, caught the manner of ſymbo- 
lizing their conceptions from Egypt ; and 
either drew their mythology from that 
qparter, or dreſſed i it out in the old Egyp- 

tian garb. But the Ilraelites, eſpecially, 
who had their breeding i in that country, at 
the time when the hieroglyphic learning 

was at its height, carried this treaſure with 
them, among their other Jpoils, into the 
land of Canaan: and though it be cre- 
dible that their great Law-giver interdicted 
the uſe of hieroglyphic characters; yet the 
ideas of them were deeply imprinted on 
their minds, and came out, on every oc- 
caſion, in thoſe ſymbols and emblems 
with which, under the names of riddles, 


| 6 . 
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parables, and dark ſayings, their ee 
are ſo curiouſly variegated and imboſſed. 
This then is the true and proper account 
of that peculiar ſtyle which looks ſo 
| ſtrangely, and, to thoſe who do not ad- 
vert to this original of it, perhaps ſo fan- 
taſtically, in the writings of the prophets. 
And what more natural, than that a mode 
of expreſſion, which was ſo well known, 
ſo commonly practiſed, and ſo much re- 
vered; which was affected by tlie wittieſt, 
nay, by the wiſeſt men of thoſe times; 
which was employed in the theology of 
the eaſtern world, in its poetry, its philo- 
ſophy, and all the ſublimer forms of com- 
poſition; what wonder, I ſay, that this 
cuſtomary, this authorized, this admired, 
ſtrain of language ſhould be that in which - 
the ſacred writers conveyed their higheſt 
and moſt important revelations to man- 
kind ? 1 

Nor let any man take offence at the con- 
deſcenſion of the divine Inf pirer, as though 
he * himſelf by this compliance 
1 G4 with 
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with the humours and fancies of thoſe to 
| whom his inſpirations were addreſſed. For 
let him reflect, that in what form: of words 
ſoever i it ſhall pleaſe God to communicate 
himſelf to man; it muſt ſtill be in a way 
that implies the utmoſt, indeed the fame, 
condeſcenſion to our weakneſſes and in- 
firmities; nay, that immediate inſpiration 
itſelf, though coming through no medium 
of language, is of neceſſity to be aceomend- 
dated to our methods of perceiving and 
| underſtandin g, how PIR" ſoeyer hey 
are. (4; 
Befides, if external revelation be ,oftible, | 
it muſt be given in ſome one mode of 
ſpeech or writing, in preference to others. 
And, if we confider how antient, how 
general, how widely diffuſed, this ſymbo- 
lic ſtyle has been, and ftill is, in the world; 
how neceffary it is to rude nations, and 
how taking with the moſt refined ; how 
large a proportion of the globe this practice 
had over-run before and at the time of 
writing the prophenach, and what vaſt re- 


gions 
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gions of the South. and, Eaſt, not. yet pro- 
feſſing che faith, but hereafter, as we pre- 
b to be enlightened by it, the ſame 
practice at this day overſpreads; when 
Wwe conſider all this, we ſhall ceaſe: perhaps Ty 
to admire, that the ſtyle in queſtion was 
adopted, rather than any other; or We ſhall 
only admire the divine goodneſs and wiſdom 
of its author, who had contrived before-' 


hand, in the very form of this revelation, 
what may poſſibly help to bring on and 
facilitate the reception of it. Certainly, it 
may become us, on ſuch an occaſion, to 


inlarge our ideas a little; and not to con- 


clude haſtily and peremptorily that, when 
a general bleſſing was intended by pro- 
vidence, the mode of conveying it ſhould 


be inſtituted ſingly with an eye to our 


local notions and confined prejudices, 
and with no regard to the more prevail- 
ing ſentiments and expectations of man- 
In the mean time, it is paſt a doubt 
that the hieroglyphic ſtyle was predomi- 
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nant in the antient world; in Judæa, par- 
ticularly, from the times of Moſes to the 
coming of Chriſt. There was indeed a 
degree of obſcurity in it, ſo far at leaſt as 
to [furniſh the Jews, who had no mind to 
liſten to their Prophets, with a pretence of 
not underſtanding them (as we ſee from 
the complaint brought againſt the prophet 
Ezekiel in the text, Doth he not ſpeak Pa- 
rables?) ; yet ſtill it cannot be denied, Mat 
this mode of writing was of common and ap- 
proved uſe in the ages when the prophecies 
were delivered, and mm "hy 8 to whom 
#hey were addreſſed. 
Our FIRST ration 3 is then viatorably 
made out; and ſo much of the sEconD, as 
affirms that the prophetic ſtyle is conſructed 
on ſuch. principles as mate it the ſubject of 
juſt criticiſm and rational interpretation. For 
it was conſtructed, as we have ſeen, on the 
ſymbolic principles of the hieroglyphics ; 
which were not vague uncertain things, 
but fixed and conſtant analogies, deter- 
minable in their own nature, or from the 


ſteady 


ſteady uſe that was made of them: and 
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a language, formed on fuch' principles, 


may be reaſonably interpreted upon them. 
So that what remains is only to ſhew, that 
there are means, by which this abſtruſe 


language may become intelligible | to > Us, a at 


this day. N. Ns 


+ « 


u. That ire are wei means, you wil 


cafily collect, without requiring me to come 
to a detail on ſo immenſe a ſubject, from 
the following conſiderations. 

1. Some light may be expected to ar 


from the ſtudy of the prophecies them- 
ſelves. For the ſame ſymbols, or figures, 
recur frequently in thoſe writings : and, 
by comparing one paſſage with another ; 
the darker prophecies with the more per- 
ſpicuous ; the unfulfilled, with ſuch as 


have been completed ; and thoſe which 


have their explanation annexed to them, 


with thoſe that have not ; by this courſe 


of inquiry, I ſay, there is no doubt but 


ſome confiderable progreſs may be made 
5s” þ in 


\ 
* 


— 
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principles; the myſtery being only. this, 
That ſuch objects, as in the hieroglyphic 
pictures were made the ſymbols of cer- 
tain ideas, were conſidered as omens of the 
things themſelves. Thus, the figure of a 
| hoſe, being: the \iabot of-. proſperity and 
9 & | ſucceſs 


— 


eP ephetic Sylt coef dared: 


zm fixin the true, and. proper meaning of 
this e. lavguage.. .. _ | 


24 Very much of che Egyptian an — 


Phica, on Which, as we have ſeen, the 


' prophetic ſtyle was faſpioned, may be 
learned from many antient records and 
monuments ſtill ſubfiſting ; and from in- 
numerable hints paſſages, ſcattered 
thropgh. the Greek antiquaries and hiſte- 
rians, Which have been carefully collectog 
and compared by learned men. 
3. The Pagan ſuperſtitions. 0 of every. 
form and: ſpecies, which were either de- 
rived from Egypt, or conducted on hi- 
eroglyphic notions, have been of ſingular 
uſe in commenting om the Jewiſh prophets. 
Their Omens, Augury, and Judicial Aſtro- 


ogy, ſeem to have proceeded on ſymbolic 


, Ze „ * 
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ſacceſs. in arms, when a head of this ani- 
mal was found in laying the foundations: 
of Carthage, the Sooth-ſayers concluded, 
that the character of that ſtate would be 8 
warlike, and its fortune proſperous: 1 
thus again, becauſe the ſun was the com · 
mon emblem of a King, or ſupreme go- 
vernor in any ſtate, an eclipſe of this lu- 
minary was thought to indicate the ruin, 
or diminution at leaſt, of his power and 
fortune; and the ſuperſtition i is not quite 
extinet at this day [5]. 
But, of all the Pagan ſuperkütios, that 
Which! is known by 0 name of Oneirocri- 5 } 
tics, or the art of inte rpreting . dreams, is -|t 
moſt directly to our purpoſe. There is a 
curious treatiſe on this ſubject, which bears 
the name of Achmer, an Arabian writer'; | 
and another * Artemidorus, an 3 # 


05 Hence, the alluſon of our great poet, 
Do or from behind the moon 
In dim eclipſe diſaſtrous twilight ſheds 
On half the nations, and with fear of change 
2 erplexees monare h P. L. i. 590. 
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' who lived about the end of the firſt cen · 


tury [c]. In the former of theſe collections 
(for both works are compiled out of pre- 


ceding and very antient writers) the man- 
ner of interpreting dreams, according to the 


uſe of the oriental nations, is delivered; 


as the rules, which the Grecian diviners 
followed, are deduced i in the other. For, 


light and frivolous as this art was, it is not 
to be ſuppoſed that it was taken up at 


hazard, or could be conducted without | 


rule; an arbitrary or capricious interpreta- 7 
tion of dreams, conſidered as a mode of di- 


vination, being too groſs an inſult on the 
common ſenſe of mankind [d]. But the 


rules, by which both the Greek and Oriental - 


diviners juſtified their 1 interpretations, ap- 


pear to have been formed on ſymbolic 


Principles, that is, on the very ſame ideas 


Le] See theſe two works, publiſhed together, under 


the title of Artemideri Daldiani et Achmetis Sereimi F. 


Oneirocritica, by Nicolaus Rigaltins, Later 1603. 
[4] Non enim credo, aullo percepto aut cæteros ar- 
tifices verſari in ſuo munere, aut eos, qui divinatione 
utantur, futura prædicere. Cic. de Fato, &. 6. p 
e 


r — — — — — 
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of analogy by which the Egyptian bierogly- 
phics (now grown venerable, and even 


ſacred) were explained. So that the pro- 


phetic ſtyle, which is all over painted with 


hieroglyphic imagery, receives an evident 


illuſtration from theſe two works. 


I have ſaid, that this ſuperſtition was 
more immediately io our purpoſe, than any 
. other. For ſome of the more important 


prophecies are delivered in the way of 
dreams ; and therefore, without doubt, the 
: rules for interpreting the ſymbols preſented 


to the mind of the prophet in theſe inſpired 


dreams, were the very ſame with thoſe 


that were laid down in the Gentile Oneiro- 


critics. The concluſion, I know, may ap- 
pear bold and hazardous. But you will 
reflect, that there is really nothing more 
ſtrange in applying this mode of interpte- . 


tation to dreams, than to any other ſpecies 
of prophecy; to viſions, for inſtance, or 


parables, or even, in general, to any part 
of the prophetic ſtyle. The compliance, 
on the part of a inſpirer, is the” ſame on 


every 
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every ſuppoſition; and only ſhews that, 
when the Deity thinks fit to reveal himſelf. 
to men, he does it in a way that is ſuitable 
to their ideas and apprehenfions. Nor is 


any ſanction, in the mean time, given, by 


this accommodation of himſelf, to the pa- 
gan practice of divining by dreams. For, 
though the ſame ſymbols be interpreted in 
the ſame manner, yet the prophecy doth 


not depend on the interpretation, but the 


| Inſpiration of the dream. A caſual dream, 


thus interpreted, is only a dream ſtill; 

the received ſenſe of the ſymbols, repre- 
ſented in it, no way inferring the comple- 
tion of it. But when the Almighty ſends 


the dream, the ſymbols are of another con- 


fideration, and not only bgnify, but pre- 
dif, an event. | 
Now, if men will miſtake a barely Agni- 


ficant emblem for a prophetic inſpiration, the 
fault is in themſelves, and not in the uſe 


of the common emblems ; which may be 
the vehicle of a true prophecy, though craft 
or ſuperſtition take occaſion from them 

to 
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8 06" wine lies [2 „18 follows, that the rules, = 
which the antient diviners obſerved in i 
explaining ſymbolic dreams, may be ſafely | 
and juſtly applied to the interpretation of | 
ſymbolic prophecies, and eſpecially to ſuch = 
of them as were delivered in-the form of | 
dreams. | 
4. It is Alix to he obſerved, that not 9 
only the Arabic and other Oriental writers, |} 
but even the Greek and Latin poets, may | 
contribute very much to the expoſition of 2 
tbe ancient -prophets. For theſe poets = 
| abound in ſtrong metaphors and glowing | 
images, which were either copied from the == 
ſymbolic language of the Eaſt, or invented _ | 
on the ſame principles of analogy as pre- 1k 
vailed in the Egyptian hieroglyphics. So | 
that many expreſſions, which ſeem dark | | 
and ftrange in the writings of the Jewiſh 1 
prophets, may be clearly illuſtrated and 
familiarized to us, even from claſſic uſage 
and —_ e Ko | 
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And now from theſe ſeyeral ſources 
0 that 3 is, ſrom the ſeriptures themſelues—from 
the ill fubhfting monuments of Egyptian 


bierag Habic.— from the Gentile ceremonies 


and {+ 1 rftitions—and from the greater works 
of genius and fancy, tranſmitted to us both 
From the Eaſtern and Weſtern poet.—ſuch a 


yocabulary of the prophetic terms and 


iymbols may be, nay hath been Uf], drawn 
up, as ſeryes to determine the ſenſe of 
them in the ſame manner, as any Common 
art or language is explained by its own 
proper key, or dictionary; and there is, 
in truth, no more difficulty in fixing the 
import of the prophetic ſiy le, than of any 
other language or technical phroleology 
whatſoever. 


IL. But, if the caſe be ſo clear, you 


may dom be tempted 10 aſk, © What then 


0 Erco of the obſcurity, in which the 


F A IN Dr. 6 ſter's Symbolicat and Albbabetica 


Dictionary, prefixed to his abridgment of the Com- 


MEntary « on the EO: by Mr. Daubuz. 
proghe- 


© 
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Prophecies are ſaid to be involved? and, in 
particular, how came it to paſs, that they 


may not be as well explained, before the 
completion, as after it [EJ]; which yet is 
conſtantly denied by writers on this ſubject, 
and, even by your own principles, cannot 
be ſuppoſed ye. | 


To this objection, 1 ſhall not reply by 


ſaying, That the ſtyle of the prophets, 


though intelligible, yet requires much 
practice in the interpreter to unfold its 
meaning; for that is the caſe of many 
other arts and ſciences, which yet are ge- 
nerally underſtood :; nor, that the ſymbo- 
lic terms are frequently capable of ſeveral 
ſenſes, which muſt needs perplex the in- 
terpretation ; ; for there is no common 


language, in which the plaineſt words do 
not frequently admit the ſame difference 
of conſtruction, which yet creates no great 


difficulty to thoſe who attend cloſely to the 


Le See this oben urged by Mr. Collins in his 
Oran * Reaſons, &c- p. 220. Lond. 273). 


H 2 ſcope 
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ſcope of a writer ; I ſhall not therefore, I 
ſay, amuſe you with theſe evaſive anſwers, 
but reply. directly to the purpoſe of YOu 
inquiry, by obſerving, 
„ That there are eral 1 or ei | 
you will, artifices, by which the inſpired 
writers, under the cover of a ſymbolic 
expreſſion, and ſometimes even without it, 
might effectually conceal their meaning 
before the completion of a prophecy, 
though the langusge, in which they write, 


3 clearly e on fixed and ſtared 
rules.“ 


As When the prophecy. is of remote 
events, the ſubjett is frequently not an- 
nounced, or ant aounced only in general 
terms. Thus, an earthquake is deſcribed 
Va mountain is faid to be thrown down 
'a Aar, to fall from heaven; and ſo in 


4 


numberleſs other inſtances. Now, an 
earthquake, in hieroglyphic language, de- 
notes a revolution in goverument; a moun- 
tain is the ſymbol of a kingdom, or capital 
city; a ſtar, of 2 prince, or great nan: but 


. of 
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of bir government, of what kingdom, 
of what prince, the prophet ſpeaks, we 
are not told, ahd are frequently, unable to 
find out, till a full coincidence of all éir- 
cumſtances, in the event, diſcloſes che 
8 1 
„ de prophetic terms are - not only 
figurative, but ſometimes, and in no com- 
mon degree, hyperbolical (of which the 
reaſon will be given hereafter) ; ſo that no- 
thing but the event can determine the true 
ſize and value of them. This ſeems to 
have been the caſe of thoſe prophecies in. 
the Old Teſtament, which deſcribe the 
tranquillity and felicity of Chriſt's king- 
dom; and may poſſibly be the caſe of thoſe 
prophecies, in the N ew, Which reſpect the 
Millennium. 
3. It being the genius of the prophetic 
ſtyle to be ænigmatical, this caſt is ſome- 
times purpoſely given to it, even when 
the expreſſion is moſt plain and direct. 
Thus Jeremiah propheſies of Zedekiah, 
king of Judah, that he ſhould be deli 
) 1 viered 


- 
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wered into the. hands of the king of Ba» 
bylon, that his eyes fhould bebold the eyes 
* of the king of Babylon, and that he ſhould 
go to Babylon [5]. Ezekiel, propheſying 
of the ſame prince, ſays, that he fhould 
go to Rabylon, but that be ſhould not ſee it, 
though he ſhould die there [i]. Now Joſe- 
phus tells us, that the apparent inconſiſj- 
tency of theſe two prophecies determined 
Zedekiah to helieve, neither of them. 
Yet both were Bray and pondually ful- , 
med. 1 | 
4. Laſtly, the "ht difficulty of all 
lies in a circumſtance, not much ob- 
ſerved by interpreters, and, from the na» 
ture of it, not e6ſervable till after the 
event; I mean, in @ mixed uſe of the 
plain and figured ſtyle: ſa that the pro- 
| phetic deſcriptions are. ſometimes literal, 
even when they appear moſt figurative; 
and ſometimes, again, they are highly 
figurative, when they appear moſt plain. 
[] Jeremiah xxxiy. 3. 
L.] Ezek. xi. 13, | 
A 


8 : 
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An inſtance of Jitera! expreffion, untler 
the maſk of figurative, occurs in the 


. prophet Nahum, who predicts the over- 


throw of Nineveh in theſe words With 
an over. running flood he will nale an ut- 
ter end of the place thereof [Nahum i. 8.]. 


An over-running flood is the hieroglyphic | 


ſymbol of deſolation by a viftorious enemy: 
and in this highly figurative ſerſe, an in- 


terpreter of the prophecy would, in all 


likelihood, underſtand the expreſſion. But 
the event ſhewed the ſenſe to be literal : 

that eity being taken, as we know from 
hiſtory, by means of an inundation. Of 
figurative expreſſion, under the form of 
literal, take the following inſtance from a 
propheey of Chriſt himſelf; wha fays 
to the Jews, Deftray this temple, and T 
will raiſe it up in three gays'[ John i. 19.þ 
It was natural enough for the Jews to 


underſtand our Lord as ſpeaking of the 
temple at Jeruſalem ; the rather, as this 


term had not been, and, I think, could 
not be, applied to any perſon, before 
H 4 Jeſus: 
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Jeſus : to Him, it might be ſo applied ; 
and we know that he 5 8 of the 1 of 


bis body [ver, 21.] / 


The ſame equivocal uſe was, 8 . 
purpoſely made of proverbial pr fi ons, as 
learned men have obſerved [+]. . 

I omit many. other cauſes of ny 


in the prophecies z ſuch as the ſeeming in- - 


credibility, ſometimes, of the things pre- 


dicted—the undefined chronology and ge. 


ography — the intricacy of the method — 
and many other conſiderations. But you 


will collect from theſe brief hints, reſpect- 


ing the expre//zon only, that, though ͤ the 


' ſymbolic language be reducible to rule, 


and therefore, in the main, ſufficiently 7 Re 
telligible, yet that there is room enough 
for the introduction of fo much obſcurity 
into the prophetic writings, as may anſwer 


the ends of the inſpirer, and conceal the 


full meaning of them from the moſt ſaga- 
cious interpreter, till it be revealed, in due 


time, by the event. 


(e] See Grotius on Matth. xxvi. 23. | 
| T TOS does Or, 
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Or, if it be thought that ſuch difficulties 


as the event removes are not, in their 
own nature, invincible before it happens,, 
it is ſtil] to be conſidered, that the giver. 


of the prophecy is by ſuppoſition divine; 
and as he therefore foreſaw, in framing. 


the texture of it, that ſuch difficulties. 


would in fact be invincible, they ſerved. 
the purpoſe of a defigned concealment. 


juſt as well as if in nature they were. 


Whence the conclufion is ſtill the ſame, 
That the prophetic ſtyle might be the cover 


of impenetrable obſcurities in a prophecy, 


before its completion, and yet the terms of 


it be clearly explicable on eſtabliſned rules; 


the event only enabling the ex poſitor more 


ſkilfully and properly to apply thoſe rules, , 


IV. To conclude this ſubject: „It will 
now be acknowledged, that the ſuſpicions 
which have been taken up againſt the pro- 
phetic way of writing, as if it were vague, 
illuſory, or unintelligible, are utterly with- 
out foundation, The ſtyle of the prophets. 

was 
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was the known, authorized ſtyle of their 


age and country, in all writings eſpecially, 
of a ſacred or ſolemn character; and is 


even yet in uſe with a great part of man- 
Kind. It further appears, that, as it- was 


underſtood by thoſe to whom it was ad- 


adreſſed, fo the principles of which it was 


formed are diſcoverable by many obvious 
methods, and may be applied with ſuc- 
ceſs to the W of it at this 
day. 
The prophetic ſtyle is then a ſober and 


reaſonable mode of expreffion. But this is 
not all. We may even diſcern the expedi- 


ency, I had almoſt faid the neceſſity, of this 
ſtyle, conſidered as the medium, or vehicle, 
of prophetic inſpiration. 

For we have ſeen, that the ice of | 
ſpiritual prophecy extends through all 


time; and is ſo contrived as to adumbrate 


future and more illuſtrious events, in pre- 


.ceding and leſs important tranſactions: a 
eircumſtance, which ſhews the harmony 
and connection of the whole ſcheme, and 


18 
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is not imitable by any human art, or fore- 


thought whatſoever. But now a figurative 


ſtyle is ſo proper to that end, that we ſcarce- 
ly conceive how it could be accompliſhed 


by any other. For thus the. expreſſion 


conforms, at once, to the type, and anti- 


| 
| 
| 


— 


— 
— — . . ̃ ⁵˙— . eee ca ted 


type: it is, as it were, a robe of ſtate, for 


the one; and only the ordinary, accuſtom- 
ed dreſs of the other: as we may ſee 
from the prophecies, which immediately 
reſpect the reſtoration of the Jews from 


their antient captivities, and, ultimately, 


their final triumphant return from their 
preſent diſperſion — from the prophecies 
concerning the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
which prefigure, at the ſame time, the 
day of judgment—from thoſe concerning 


the firſt coming of Chriſt, which, alſo, ſet 


forth his reign with the ſaints on earth, 
even the glories of his heavenly king- 
dom - and in a multitude of other inſtances, 


Theſe ſucceſſive, and ſo different, ſchemes 


of providence could only be ſignified fo- 


gether in a mode of language, that con- 


5 2p __ tracted 
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bles, which, as dark as they are accounted to 


Pr 
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tracted or enlarged itſelf, as the ende 
required. But ſuch is the ſingular pro- 


perty of a ſymbolic ſtyle. For none but 
this hath fold and drapery enough, if 1 
may ſo ſpeak, to inveſt the greater ſub- 
jects; while yet (ſo complying is the tex-* 
ture of this expreſſion) it readily adapts 
itſelf to the eſs confiderable, which it en- 
nobles only, and not disfigures. The dif- 
ference is, that what is a metaphor in the 


former caſe, becomes an hyperbole in the 


latter. And this double uſe of the ſame 
ſymbol i is the true account of ſuch figures 
as are thought moſt extravagant in the de- 
ſcription of the prophets. 

We ſee, then, in every view, how rea- 
ſonable, how expedient, how divine, the 
ſymbolic ſtyle is, in ſuch writings as the 


prophetie. So that if any be diſpoſed, in 
our Gays, to take up the complaint of the 


text, and to upbraid the prophets by aſk- 
ing, Do they not ſpeak Parables? we may 
now take courage to Anſwer, Ves: but para- 


be, 


, BEI ets Yr 
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be, may be well underſtood; and, what is 
more, parables, which are fo expreſſed, as 
to carry an evidence in themſelves that 
they are, what they aſſume to be, of divine 
ny pration. „„ 
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The WY and Method of the 
£ | APOCALYPSE. 


EZEXIE L xx. 49. | 
— They ſay of me, Doth be not ſpeak 
. Parables ? 


L L the prophecies of the Old and 
New Teſtament are written in pa- 
rables; that is, in highly figurative terms; 
which yet, on examination, have appeared 
to be explicable on certain fixed and ratio- 
nal grounds of criticiſm. 
So far, therefore, as any prejudice may 
have been entertained againſt the pro- 
phecies concerning Antichriſt, as if the 
language of them were too abſtruſe or 
fanciful to be underſtood, enough hath 


been 
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| hin already 0 to den, that it 18 not 
well founded. 


It muſt, ABS be confeſſed, that the | 


: book of Revelation Ca], which contains the 
(a] As to the authority of this extraordinary book 


' (althaugh' the diſcuſfion of this point be foreign to my 


- Preſent purpoſe), it may be proper to acquaint ſuch 
perſons, as have not made the enquiry for themſelves, 
andare perhaps incapable of making it, with the ſen- 
timents which our ableſt writers have entertained of it. 


Mr. Mede, a capable inquirer, if there ever was any, 


| fays 'roundly—** The Apocalypſe hath more human 


(not to ſpeak of divine) authority, than any other 


© book of the New Teſtament beſides, even from 


the time it was firſt delivered.” Forks, p. 602. 

- —And to the ſame purpoſe, Sir Iſaac Newton 
] do not find any other book ef the New Teſta- 
e ment ſo ſtrongly atteſted, or commented upon fo 


& early, as this of the Apocalypſe.” Obfervations on 


Daniel, &c. p. 249. 


Thus, theſe two incomparable men. What ſame. 


minute critics have ſaid, or inſinuated to the contrary, 


is not worth mentioning; farther, than juſt to obſerve, 
that, if the authority of this momentous book be in- 


deed queſtionable, the church of Rome could hardly 
have failed long fince to make the diſcovery, or to tri · 
umph 1 in it. 


Hoc Ithacus velit, et magno mercentur Arr de. 
moſt, 
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. fubject of Antichriſt, is of a deeper and 
more myſterious contrivance than any 
other of the prophetic writings. ' Whence 
our next ſtep in this inquiry muſt be, 
To trace the cavsts of that peculiar ob- 
ſcurity ; and to ſuggeſt as we go along the 
MEANS by which it bath been, or ay hes 
removed. l | 
The cauſes are to by fought i in | the STYLE 
and the METHOD of that book. I ſay no- 
thing of the /ubje@ ; for, though the things 
predicted may darken a prophecy unfulfill- 
ed, the event will ſhew what they are; and 
It is not neceſſary, that we ſhould anxiouſly 
inquire into the meaning of a Proper, till 
it be accompliſhed, | 


* 


Fs Bel. tenz che. STYLE of the Revo 
tations (for I mean not to conſider it with 
regard to the Greek tongue in which it is 
compoſed, or to the Hebrew idiom with 
which it is coloured), The fyle, I fay, be- 
ing ſymbolical, like that of the other 
. prophecies, 
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prophecies, muſt; in general, be explained 
on the ſame. principles, that is, muſt be 
| equally intelligible in both. Yet, if we 
attend nicely to the ſtyle of this prophecy, 
| ſome difference will be found, in he choice 


of the ſymbols, and in the ' of the 
ſymbolic form. 
„ de my meaning, on the firſt 
-article, I muſt obſerve, That, though the 
_ prophetic ſtyle abounds in hreroglyphic ſym- 
bols, properly fo called, yet the Iſraelites, 
when they adopted that ſtyle, did not con- 
fine themſelves to the old Egyptian ſtock 
of ſymbols; but; working on the ſame 
grounds of analogy, ſuperadded many 
others, which their own circumſtances and 
; obſervations ſuggeſted to them, Their di- 
vine ritual, their civil cuſtoms, their mar- 
vellous hiſtory, and even the face and aſpect 
of their country, afforded infinite materials 
for the conſtruction of freſh ſymbols : and 
theſe, when they came into common uſe, 
their prophets freely and largely. employed. 
Thus, incenſe, from the religious uſe of it 
Vor. II. * in 


' mental adoration | b]—to tread a wine-preſs 


from their cuſtom of preſſing grapes, fignt- 
ſies deflru@ion, attended with great Hlaugh- | 


ich The Shjle and Nele, 
in the Moſaical ſervice, denotes proyer, or 


ter [c to give water in the wildernefs, in 
allufion* to the miraeulous ſupply of that 


element, during the paſſage of the Iſraelites 


through the wilderneſs to the holy land, is 


the emblem of unexpected relief in diſtreſs 641 


—and, to mention no more, a foreſt, ſuch as 
Lebanon, abounding in lofty cedars; repre- 


of inhabitants [e]; juſt as, a mountain, from 
the ſituation of the Jewiſh temple on mount 
Moria, is made for to ſtand the the Chriſtian 
Churchſf]. 

Now, though the ſy b of this claſs 
be occaſionally Afperſed through the old 


. ſents a great Bf with its flouriſhing ranks 


prophets, yet they are more frequent, and 
much thicker ſown, in the Revelations : 
fo that to a reader, not well verſed in the 


101 Mal. i. 11. Ke. e „ . 
| [4 ] Iſaiah xl. 20. 0 1 (. J. Ezek. XX, 47» 


[/] Iſaiah ii. 2. 
* 
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Jewiſh fiory and cuſtotns, this difference 


may add d ſomething to the obſcurity of the 8 


book. 

If you aſk the reaſn of this difference, 
it is plainly this. The ſcene of the apoca- 
Iyptic viſions is laid; not only in Judza, 
but in the temple at Ian; whence 
the imagery is, of courſe, taken. It was 
natural for the writer to draw his alluſions 
from Jewiſh objects, and eſpecially from 
the ceremonial of the temple-ſervice, Be- 


ſides, the declared ſcope of the prophecy * 
being to predict the fortunes of the Chriſtian 


church, what ſo proper as to do this under 
the cover of Jewiſh ideas; the law itſelf, 
as we have before ſeen, and as St. Paul ex- 


preſsly tells us, having been ſo contrived, 


as to preſent the ſhadow of that mn dif. 


penſation? 
This then (and for the benen afligned) 


is on diſtinguiſhing character of the Apo- 
calyptic ſtyle. But the difficulty of inter- 


pretation, ariſing from it, cannot be con- 


: fiderable ; or, it 1 it be, may be overcome by 
1 2 <= 


E 4 
3 


. 
rr 
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an obvious method, by a careful boy of 
the Jewiſh hiſtory and la. 

2. The orntrs mark of diſtinction, | 
which I obſerved in the file of this book, 
is the continuity of the ſymbolic manner. 
Parables are frequent, indeed, in the eld 
prophets, bur interſperſed with many paſ- 
fages of hiſtory, and have very often their 
explanation annexed. This great parable 
of St. John is, throughout, carried on in 
its own proper form, without any ſuch in- 
terruption, and, except in one inſtance [g], 
without any expreſs interpretation of the 
parabolic terms. 

Now, the prophecy, no doubt, mut be 

conſiderably obſcured by this circumſtance. 
But then let it be conſidered, that we have 
-proportionable means of underſtanding it. 
For, if the ſymbols be continued, they are 
ſtill but the fame [#], as had. been r in 


[g] Chap. xvii. 

[5] The learned Biſhop Anders ſays ee OR 
<« You ſhall ſcarce find a phraſe in the Reyelations of 
St. John that 1s not taken out of Daniel, or ſome other 


prophet.” Vir feperias apud Fobannem pbraſin aliquam, 
C uſe 
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uſe with me elder prophets ; whoſe writ- 
ings, therefore, are the proper and the cer- 
tain key of the Revelations. 
From theſe diſtinctive characters, then, 
of the Apocalyptic ſtyle [7], nothing more 
can be inferred, than the neceſſity of ſtudy- 
ing the Law, and the Prophets, in order to 
underſtand the language of this laſt and 
moſt myſterious revelation. And what is 
more natural, nay, what can be thought 
more divine, "hn that, in a ſyſtem, com- 
poſed of two dependent diſpenſations, the 
| ſtudy of the former ſhould be made neceſ- 
ſary to the comprehenſion of the latter? and 


niſf wel ex Daniele, vel ex aliquo prophetd de Oye 
Reſp. ad Be)larm. Apol- p 234. N 

[i] An eminent writer gives an exact idea of it in 
| theſe words The ſtyle [ of the Revelations] is very 
* prophetical, as to the things ſpoken; and very he- 
„ braizing, as to the ſpeaking of them. Excecding - 
much of the old prophets language and matter ad- 
4 duced to intimate new ſtories; and exceeding much 
«* of the Jews language and alluſion to their cuſtoms 
and opinions, thereby to ſpeak the things more fa- 
„% miliarly to be und8rſtood.” Dr. Lichrroor, 
Harm. oa N. 7. P+ 154. London, 16555 


ES that 
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that the very uniformity of ſtyle and co - 
louring, in the two ſets of prophecies, 
ſhould admoniſh us of the intimate con- 
nection which each has with the other, to 
the end that we might the better conceive. 
the meaning, and fathom the depth, of the 
divine councils in both ? 

But, without ſpeculating further on the 
final purpoſes of this Judicial and Symbo- 
cal character, fo ſtrongly impreſſed on the 
Apocalypſe; it muſt evidently appear, that 
the difficulties of interpretation, occafioned 
by it, are not invincible; nay, that to an 
attentive and rightly-prepared interpreter, 
they will ſcarce be any difficulties at all [4], 

(4]1 have heard it affirmed, on good grounds, that 

the late Dr. Samuel Clarke, being aſked in converſa - 
tion by a friend, Whether, as he had taken much pains 
to interpret che other books of Scripture, he had never 
attempted any thing on the Reyelations ? replied, He 
had not ; but that, notwithſtanding, he thought be under 
flood every word of it, Not meaning, we may be ſure, 
rhat he knew how to apply every part of that prophe- 
ey, but that he underſtood the phraſeoleg y in which it 


was written; which a man, ſo converſant as he was in 
the ſtyle of ſcripture, might very well do-—Calvin, 


3 N pro- 
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GY - proceed, then, 

II. To the szconp, and more confidera- | 
ble cauſe of the obſcurities found in this 
prophecy, the Marnop! in which! it is com- 
Poled. 
The other prophecies have, Joubilefs 
their difficulties, arifing from the abrupt 
męnner in which, agreeably to the oriental 
genius, they are delivered: But then, 
being ſhort and unconnected with each 
other, the apparent diſorder of thoſe pro- 
phecies has rarely any ſenfible effect in 
preventing the right application of them. 
The caſe is different with the prophecies 
contained in this book; for, having been 
all delivered at once, and reſpecting a ſeries 
of events which were to come to pals ſuc- 
ceſſively in the hiſtory of the Chriſtian 


indeed, has been commended for making the oppoſite 
declaration: And, it may be, with good reaſon; For 
(not to derogate in any relpeſi from the character of 
this great man) the language of the ſcriptures, and 
eſpecially of the prophetical ſcriptures, was in no de- 
gree ſo well underſtood in his time, as it was in that 


of Dr. 8. Clarke. 
14 | Church, 
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Church, it is reaſonable to expect has ſome . 
certain and determinable method ſhould be 
obſerved in the delivery of them; and the 

true ſecret of that method, whatever it be, 

muſt be inveſtigated, before we can, with 
ſucceſs, apply any fingle prophtey ti to its 

1 fubjec r. 

The ft, and moſt n p Adden 
of a reader is, that the events, predicted in 
this prophecy, ſhould follow each other in 
the order of the prophecy itſelf, or that the 
ſeries of the viſions ſhould mark out and 
determine the ſucceſſion of the ſubjects to 
which they relate. But there is reaſon to 
think, on the face of the prophecy, _ = 

-method is not obſerved. 

A fecend concluſion would, then, be b 

ny taken up, that there is no regular 
method at all in theſe viſions ; but that 
each is to be applied fingly, and without 

any reference to the reſt, to ſuch events as 
it might be found, in ſome tolerable de- 
gree, to ſuit: And then it is plain, that 

Fancy would have too much ſcope afforded 


her, 
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her, in the interpretation of theſe viſions, to 
produce any firm and ſettled conviction, 
that they were rightly and properly ap- 
plied. Yes, as this idea of the Apocalypſe 
would favour the lazineſs, the precipitancy, 
the prefumption, and, very often, the ma- 
lignity of the human mind, it is no wonder 
that it ſhould be readily and eagerly em- 
braced. And, in fact, it was to this pre- 
conceived notion of a general diſorder in 
the texture of theſe prophecies, that the lit- 
tle progreſs. which, for many ages, had been 
made in the expoſition of chem, is W 
to be aſcribed. | 

But then, laſtly, if neither the order of the 
prophecy be that of the events, nor a total 
diſorder in the conſtruction of it can be rea- 
fonably allowed ; the queſtion is, By what 
rules was it compoſed, and on what ideas 
of method is it to be explained? 

This queſtion, as obvious as it ſeems, 
Vas not preſently aſked; and, when it was 
aſked, not eaſily anfwercs; The clear light, 
indeed, which the Reformation had let in 


On 
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on ſome parts of this prophecy, and a ſpirit 
of mquiry, which ſprang up with the revi- 
val of Letters, excited a general attention 
to this myſterious book. But, as each i in- 
terpreter brought his own hypotheſis along 


with bim, the perplexities of it were not 


leſſened, but increaſed, by ſo many dif- 
cordant ſchemes of interpretation: : And 
the iſſue of much elaborate inquiry was, 
that the book itſelf was diſgraced by the 
fruitleſs efforts of its commentators, and on 
the point of being given up as · utterly im- 
penetrable, when a ſublime Genius aroſe, 
in the beginning of the laſt century, and 
ſurprized the learned world with that great 
defideratum, 4 Key to the Revelations. 
This extraordinary perſon was, JOSEPH 
Mp: of whoſe character it may not be 
improper to give a ſlight ſketch, before 1 
lay before you the ſubſtance of his diſco- 
veries. 
Hz was a candid, ſincere · man; Up: | 
tereſted, and unambitious ; of no faction 
in religion or government (both which be- 


| gan 
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gan in his time to be over-run with fac- 
tions), but ſolely devoted to the love of 
truth, and to the inveſtigation of it. His 


learning was vaſt, but well choſen and well 


digeſted; and his underſtanding, i in no com- 
mon degree, ſtrong and capacious. NM 
With theſe qualities of the headpand 8 
heart, he came to the ſtudy of the prophe- 
cies, and eſpecially of the Revelations; 
but with ſo little bigotry for the ſcheme of 
interpretation concerning Antichriſt, that, 
as he tells us himſelf, he had even con- 
ceived ſome prejudice againſt it [1]; and 
what 1s ſtranger Mill in a man of his inven- 
tive genius, with fo little enthufiafm in his | 
temper for any ſcheme of interpretation 
whatſoever, that, when he had made his 
great diſcovery, he was 1n no haſte to pub- 
liſh it to the world [n]; and, when at 
[1] As for me, I am conſcious of my weakneſs and | 
unworthineſs ; being, when theſe kind of thoughts 


firſt poſſeſſed me, looking another way with a preju- 


dice incompatible to, this.“ General Pref. to Mede's 
Works, p. 20, from a MS. Letter. 


Lu! He printed — a few copies of his Clavis Apo- 
length 
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length he did this, he was ſtill leſs in haſte 
to apply it, that is, to ſhew its important 
_ uſein explaining the Apocalytic viſions | nl. 
Cool, deliberate, and ſevere, in forming his 
judgments, he was ſo far from being obſe- 
quious to the fancies of other men, that he 
was determined only by the. laſt degree of 
evidence, to e in "Ry" concluſions 


of his own Lo]. 
calyptica in 1627, at his own expence, and for the uſe 
of his friends. Pref. to bis Commentary. 

[=] His Commentary, on the pr inci ciples of his cu 
vis, did not appear till 1632. 

[o] I am by nature candtabundus in all things; but 
in this his Expoſition} let no man blame me, if I take 
more paule than ordinary.” MS. Letter in Gen. Pref. 

. 22. And again, ina Letter of reply ud animadver- 
fiones Ludovici de Dieu, EO! ingenio ſum (delicatulo, 
an moroſo) ut, niſi abi interpretatio commodè et abſ- 
que ſalebris eat, nunquam mib1 ſatisfacere ſoleam.“ 
Won ks, p. 569. Yet of this /age man, could the 
Biſhop of Meaux allow himſelf to ſpeak thus negligen t- 
ly—14 Vet rendu de nos jours eclebre en Angleterre PAR 
sESs DOCTES REVERIES ſur Þ Apocalypſe. Hiſt des Var. 
1. xiii. p. 257. But M. de Meaux knew what he did, 
when he affefted this contempt of Joſeph Mede. He 
was then at liberty to turn himſelf, from the ableſt ad- 
vocate of the Proteſtant cauſe, to the weakeff ; I mean, 
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In ſhort, with no vanity to indulge (for 
he was ſuperior to this laſt infirmity of in- 
genious men [y with no intereſt in view 
(for the intereſt of Churchmen lay at that 
time, as he well underſtood, in a different 
quarter y- with no ſpleen to gratify (for 
M. Jurieu, whoſe indiſcretions afforded, indeed, ample 
icope for the raillery of this lively prelate. Mr. Mede 
was not a man to be confuted in this way'; and ſtill leſs 
by a fanciful andill-ſupported Expoſition of the Apocalypſe. 

(el As appears from his backwardneſs to publiſh 
his diſcoveries, and from his unconcern about the re- 
ception of them. But ſee his Letter to Mr. Hartlib, 
Ep. 96, p. 881; and compare with his anſwer to Dr. 
Twiſſe, Ep 5 f. p. 811. See alſo Ep. 98, to Mr. Hart- 
lib, Aug. , 1638, not long before his death, in which 

are theſe words: 

4 [ have not been very obtruſive unto men, to ac- 
quaint them with my netions and conceits—for ſome 
of them that are but lately known have lain by me 

. above theſe twenty years.” P. 883. 

[9] The point of the Pope's being Antichriſt, as a tat, 
marred the ſavour of THAT OINTMENT—meaning the 
merit he had of being known to entertain ſotne opi- 

+ nions, then much cheriſhed by the ruling clergy. Ep. 
56. p. 818. He ſays afterwards of himſelf, in the ſame 
Letter, — thank God, I newer made any thing hitherto 


the caſter of my reſolution, but reaſon and evidence, on what 
Ale ſoever the advantage or diſadvantage * 


even 
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even neglect and ſolitude could not engen- 
der this unmanly vice in him [r—with no 
oblique purpoſes, I ſay, which ſo often 
miſlead the pens of other writers; but 
with the ſingle, unmixed love of truth, he 
dedicated his great talents to the ſtudy of 
the prophetic ſcriptures, and was able to 
unfold in the Mannzr I am now to repre- 


fent to you, this myſterious prophecy of the 


Revelations. 


He had obſerved, that the miſcarriage 
of former interpreters had been owing, 
chiefly, to a vain defire of finding their 
own ſenſe. in this prophecy, rather than the 


1 His friends ſpeak much of his chearful diſpoſi 


tion. Zut I draw this concluſion from the tenour of 8 
his life and writings ; and, above all, from that famous 


declaration which he made in een to a friend, 


that, if he might but obtain a Donative fine curb, of ſo. 


much value as,” together with his fellowſhip [of Chriſt's 
College in Cambridge], ould enable him to keep a horſe, 


for his recreation, he would ſet up his fa for this auorld. 


App. to his Life, p. 40.— The fimplicity of this de- 


dclaration makes one confident of it's truth. And 2 
man of fo moderate deſires was in no danger of hay- 


ing his temper ſoured by diſappointments. * 


* » * 
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ſenſe of the prophet. Laying afide, rhen, 
all hypotheſes whatfoever, he ſate down 
to the book itſelf, and reſolved to know | 
nothing more of it, than what the frame 
and texture of its compoſition might clearly 
reveal to him. He conſidered the whole 
as a naked recital of facts, literally ex- 
preſſed; and not as a prophetic ſcheme, 
myftically repreſented. In this way of in- 
quiry, he diſcerned, that ſeveral parts of 
the hiſtory, whatever their ſecret and in- 
volved meaning might be, were homoge- 
nevus, and contemporary ; that 1s, they re- 
lated to the ſame ſubje&, and were com- 
priſed within the ſame period; and this, 
though they were not connected in the 
order of the narration, but lay diſperſed m 
different quarters of it. Theſe ſeveral fers 
of hiſtorical paſſages (or, of Vi Vong, to ſpeak 
in the language of the book itſelf ) he 
carefully analyzed and compared ; ſhewed, 
from circumſtances, not imagined, but 
found, in the hiſtory, their mutual rela- 
tion and W ; and eſtabliſned 

” his 
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his concluſions, as he went along, not in 
aà looſe way of popular conjecture, but in 
the ſtricteſt forms of Geometric reaſoning, 
The coincident hiſtories, thus claſſed and 
ſcrutinized, he diſtinguiſhed by the name of 
| SYNCHRONISMS; and gave them to the 
learned world, in this ſevere ſcientific form, 
without further comment or illuſtration, 
under the title of CLavis APOCALYPTICA, 
or A Key To THE RevELaTIONs - 
In confidering this diſcovery, which did 
ſo much. honour to the profound genius 
and accurate inveſtigation, of its author, one 
clearly perceives how it ſerves to the end 
propoſed. 13 
Firſt, it appears, that the FE of ths | 
| Viſions is not that of the events; in other 
words, that the prophecy is not to be ſo 
explained, as if the events, predicted in it, 
followed each other in. the ſame train as 
the Viſions. For the facts, which conſti- 
| tute the ſcheme or fable of the prophecy, 
literally and hiſtorically conſidered, do not 
ſucceed to each other in that train; there- 


fore 
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fore the events, whatever they may be, 
which thoſe facts adumbrate, moſt certain - 
ly cannot. 

Secondly, It appears what the true; or 
chronological, order of the Viſions, is; 
namely, that, which the nature and con- 
nexion of the things tranſacted in them 
points out and declares. So that, if the 
real time of any one Vifion can be ſhewn, ” 
the relative time of the reſt may be eaſily 
ſettled. For (to quote Mr. Mede's own 
words) ſuch Vifions, as contemporate with 
that already aſcertained, are of courſe to be 
applied to the ſame times; while ſuch as, in 
the order of the tor), nen that Viſfſon, are 
to be referred to preceding events, and thoſe, 
which follow it, are in like manner to be ex- 
plained of Jubſequent tranſattions{ [s]. 


[5] Siquidem, quæ iſti tuo Vaticinio jam, ut dixi, 
cognito, cætera contemporaverint Vaticinia, uſdem 
proculdubio temporibus ſunt applicanda: quæ autem 
præcedunt, non niſi de præcedaneis; quæ ſuccedunt, 
pariter de ſuccedaneis eventibus ſunt interpretanda. 
Clavis Apocal. Works, p. 432. 


Vol. II. K | By 
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By this means, the whole plan or method 
of the Apocalypſe will be laid down. The 
ſeveral ſynchronical prophecies will thus 
fall in their proper places : and there will 
be no doubt of the relative fituation, which- 
each holds in the general ſyſtem. 

Thirdly, as we now ſee the true order of 
the prophecies (though for the wiſeſt rea- 
ſons, no doubt, the order, in which they 
are delivered, be ſometimes different); ſo it 
is to be obſerved; that the knowledge of 
this order is a great reſtraint on the fancy 
of an expoſitor ; who is not now at liberty 
to apply the prophecies to events of any 
time, to which they appear to ſuit, but to 
events only falling within that time, to 
which they belong in the courſe of this 
pre. determined method. And if to this 

reſtriction, which of itſelf is conſiderable, 
we add anotber, which ariſes from the ne- 
ceſlity of applying, not one, but many pro- 
phecies (which are thus ſhewn to ſynchro- 
nize with each other) to the ſame time, 
we can hardly conceive how an interpre- 

| tation 


a 


1 
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tation ſhould keep clear of theſe impedi- 
ments, and make its way through ſo many 
interfering checks, unleſs it be the true one. 
Juſt as when a Lock (to take the author's 
alluſion) is compoſed of many and intricate 
wards, the Key, that turns eaſily within them, 
and opens the Lock, can only be _ 
ere properly belongs to it. 
After all, it may be difficult, I "OY 
to convey a diſtinct idea of the uſes, to 
which this ſynchronical method ſerves, to 
thoſe who have not read, and even ſtudied, 
Mr. Mede's work. But the ſum of the 
matter is this, That the order of the events 
and of the Viſions is not the ſame — that the 
true order of the events is to be ſought in 
. certain characters, not fancied at pleaſure, 
but inſerted, in the Vifions themſelves — 
.and, laſtly, that the whole book of the 
Revelations being thus reſolvable into a 
particular determinate order, in which the 
ſeveral ſets of ſynchronical prophecies re- 
gularly ſucceed to each other, no expoſi- 
ion of this book can be admitted, that 
W K 2 does 
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does not refer every ſingle prophecy to its 
true place 1 in the ſyſtem, and provide at the 


ſame time that no violence be done to any 


other prophecies which ſynchronize with it. 
And thus much concerning the Ru 


ORDER of the Apoclypſe; deduced, you 


ſee, from no precarious hypothetic reaſon- 
ings, but from notes and characters, in- 


cloſed in that book; that is, from intrinſic 


arguments, which have their evidence in 


themſelves, and conclude alike on every 
ſuppoſition. 


If we would know more diſlinetly what 
the EXTERIOR FORM of it is; and how it 
comes to differ ſo widely from the plan of 
a chronological arrangement ; here too our 


ſagacious expoſitor will give us ſatisfaction. 
For, in bringing together and compar- 


ing his ſynchroniſms, he found (what had 
eſcaped the attention of all others) that the 
main body of the prophecy is made up 


of Two [?] great parts; which are alſo 


[-] From ch. iv. to the end of, 4. ü ix: and from 
ch. x. to the end. OR 


 Hnchro- | 
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ſynchronical; ſo that, ſetting out from the 


ſame goal, and mcaſuring the ſame ſpace, 
they both concur in the ſame end: but 
with this difference, that the farmer diviſion 
more immediately regards the affairs of the 
Empire; the latter, thoſe of the Church. 
Still, this is not all. Our attentive and 
penetrating commentator furtherdiſcovered, 


That the two great component parts of 
this prophecy, though diſtinct, are very 


| artificially connected, and ſhewn to harmo- 
nize throughout with each other, by mak- 
ing the ſame. concluding event [a], once 
told, the cataſtrophe of both. For the 
Jormer part is purpoſely, and with expreſs 
warning given [w], left unfiniſhed, till a 

ſummary deduction of the latter part down 


to the ſame point of time [x], (by way of : 
| prelude to the more extended viſions of 
this laſt part, which follow to the end of 


the book, and to ſignify, that both Parts 


[ The fondly of the ſeyenth trumpet. 

[ro] Ch. x. 7* | 
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are contemporary) furniſhed the occaſion 
of ſhutting up the two prophecies together 

in one common term: which, however, 
had the appearance of being miſplaced, 
till the detection of this Aer contrivance, 


by means of the ſynchroniſms, pointed 
out the uſe and end bo ton e b. 


5 LU. 


[o] The reader may form a diſtinet idea of the 
method, i in which the whole hook of the A pocalypſe 3 is 


diſpoſed, by obſerving that | it is refolvible into THREE 
great parts. 


The r185T part, is that of the ErisTrEs to the 
ſeven churches, contained in the three firſt chapters, 
and is not at all conſidered by Mr. Mede. ; 
The SECOND part (with which Mr. Mede begins his 
commentary) i is that of the SEALED Book, from ch. iv. 
to ch. x; and contains be fates of the Empire, or its 
civil revolutions, yet, with a reference, ſtill, to the ſtate 
and fortune of the Chriſtian Church. As 

The THIRD part, is that of the ore BOOK, with 
what follows to the end ; and exhibits, in a more mi- 
nute and extended view, the fates of the Chriflian Church, 
eſpecially during its Apoſtacy, and after its recovery 
from it. 5 

This TRI D diviſion may, | OR be conſidered as 
conſi ilting of Two parts. The r1xsT contains, in 
ch. Xl, a  Jummary view of what mould befal the 


4 * 5 Another. 


\ 
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duced in the ſecond part concerning the Empire; andi is 
given in this place, in order to connect the ſecond and 
third parts, and. to ſhew their correſpondence and con- 
ternPorangity. See Mr. Mede's Clavis, p. 4243 and 
Comment. Apocalypt. p. 476. 

The s ECOND part of the laſt diviſion, from ch. xii. to 
the end, gives a detailed account of what ſhould befal 
the Chriſtian Church in diſtinct, and, ſeveral of them, 
| ſynchronical viſions. © 

It has been thought by ſome an objection to Mr. 
Mede's ſcheme, That the prophecy of the open book 


(which contains, according to him, all the remaining 


viſions to the end of the Revelations), 5 is not only, for 
the /«bje&, more conſiderable, but, for the ie of the 
volume, lar ger, than the Prophecy of the ſealed book ; 
whereas, the name given to it, gap, or little book, 
ſeems very clearly to expreſs the contrary.” 

If this objection be thought material {for I do not 


find that Mr. Mede condeſcends to take any notice of 


it), it -7ght, perhaps, be obviated by ſuppoſing, That 
the little book contains the xith chapter, only, being a 
compendium of the third diviſion, and inſerted in this 
place to ſhew the contemporaneity of the #vo aff and 
Principal parts ; and that all which follows to the end 
is to be regarded as a ſort af comment onthe little book, 
or larger explication of its contents: as if the deſign 
had been to conſult our weakneſs, in preſentin Zus. Art, 


Ka: „„  - 


Another cauſe of the ſeeming perplexity, 
in which this Prophecy is involved, is, 


Chriſtian Church, contemporary with the events de- 
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That, it being expedient to treat the fame 
ſubject in different reſpects, and to give 


136 


with an abridged view of a great ſcheme, and then | in 
| drawing i it out at large, for our more diſtin informa- 
tion. 
But the trxer ate to the difficulty I take to be, 
That the ſealed book ig repreſented 1 under the idea of a 
Zoot, properly ſo called, which, upon being opened, 
preſents to the eye the ſeveral objects and ſchemes of 
the prophecy, diſtinctiy deligeated on the roll, or vo- 
Jume, when it comes to be unfolded, and which, there- 
fore, muſt needs be confidered as a large one. The 
 ofen book, on the other hand, is to be Tegarded, not as a 
real, but metaphorical book; and is not produced to be 
read or contemplated, after a gradnal evolution of it, 
but to be eater at once by the prophet ; like that book 
to which it alludes, and from which the i imagery is 
taken, i in the viſions of Ezekiel [ii. 8. and! in. r, 2, 3-] 
Sto eat a boot, being, in the hieroglyphics, to meditate 
upor, and to dige, its contents. So that this book, to 
diſtinguiſh it from the other, is named a lite book: 
not, that the revelations, conveyed by it, are leſs con- 
fderable, orleſs numerous, than the ot her, but that the 
wſe, to which it is put, required only that it ſhould be 
ſpoken of as a 30% ſimply ; the diminutive form being 
here ſuggeſted 1 in the term B. 0, that the meta- 
phor of eating it might ſeem the eaſier, and (becauſe 
the former ſealed book was of an immenſe ſize) might, 
under this idea, preſent itſelf the more naturally, and 


— 


! leſs offence, to the . 5 
. different 
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different views of it, according as two ſets 


of men, the true worſhipers and the falſe, 


were affected by the fortunes of the Chriſtian 
Church, this ſhifting and oppoſite face of 
things could not be exhibited together; 
but was to be ſet forth in ſeveral and 
ſucceſſive, though contemporary, viſions. 
Hence, the prophecy is thought to pro- 
eeed, when, in. fact, it ſtands ſtill, and 
pnly preſents another proſpect of the n 
tranſactions. 

But I enter no farther into the myſterious 
contexture of this book; through which, 


however, the clue of the ſynchroniſms, if 


well purſued, would ſafely conduct us. It 
is enough to my purpoſe to have ſhewn, 
That, as the Language of the Revelations 


1s intelligible, ſo the Method is not involved | 


in ſuch intricacies, but that, in general, A 
regular, a conſiſtent, and, what is more, a 
true {z]} conception may be. formed of it. 


[=] I am not ignorant that many interpreters have 
thought otherwiſe. But poſſibly they have not enough 
attended to the advice which Mr. Mede uſed to give to 
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Whence no ſober man needs be diſcouraged 
from reading this book; or will, be in dane 
ger, I think, of loſing either his wits: or 
his reputation in the ſtudy of it. For what 
ſhould- hinder a book, though of prophe- 
| cies, from being underſtood, when its me- 
- thod may he clearly defined, and its /anguage 
decypbered; provided always, that we only 
interpret a prophecy by the event, and do 
not take upon us to determine the event by 
a premature conſtruction of the prophecy ? 
Wich this Apocalyptic key then (of 
which fo much has been ſaid), this key of 
knowledge, in my hands, it may now be ex- 
pected that I ſhould open this dark parable 
of the Revelation, by applying ſo much of 
it, atleaſt, as reſpects Antichriſt, to Apoſtate 
Papal Rome. But, befides that there would 
not, in what remains of this courſe, be 


ſuch of his friends as did not enter into his ideas 
Exyexnys. My meaning is, that, if they had poſſeſſed 
the patience, or the ſagacity, to underſtand this great 
Inventor, before they objected to him, they would per- 
haps have ſeen cauſe to acquieſce i in the Merhod pointed 
ont by him, inſtead of attempting in various ways; and 
to little . to improve upon it. 5 
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room enough FRY a detailed account of the 
prophecies, other. reaſons reſtrain me from 
entering, immediately on a taſk, not leſs 
eaſy perhaps, than amuſing. For Inter- 
preters, I think, have generally been too 
much in haſte to apply the prophecies, he- 
fore they had ſufficiently prepared the way 
for thęir applieation: ſo that, leaving many 
doubts unreſolved, which men of thought 
and inquiry are apt to entertain on this 

ſubject, or not lay ing before them all the 
reaſons and inducements which ſhould en- 
gage their attention to it, their cleareſt ex- 
poſitions are not reotived, and poffibiy not 
a 156 
With 8 then. to the pinpad, 
concerning Antichriſt, though the chief 
obſtructions in our way ſeem fairly removed, 

and it be now evident that there are certain 
grounds, on which the moſt abſtruſe of 

them may be reaſonably interpreted; yet, 
becauſe the application of them is a work 
of time and induſtry, many perſons, be- 
fore they undertake 1 it, may defire to know, 


What 


/ 
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What GENERAL ARGUMENTS there are, 
which may aſſure them, beforehand, that 
their labour will not be miſem pldyed and 
that Papal Rome is, in fact, concerned in 
the tenour of theſe prophecies: and, when 
this demand has been made, they may 
further wiſh to be informed, To what Ex ps 
or vsks this whole inquiry ſerves; of im- 
portance enough, I mean, to encourage 
and reward their . e anne, 1. 

T "heſe defires a expefincicns are appa · 
Aren not unreaſonable; and to ſatisfy 
them, in the beſt manner I can, will be 
the ſcope and purpoſe of the two following 
Hauen 


4 
LEY 
— 


S ERM ON XI. 
Prophetic CA ACTERS of Antichriſt. 


Lokk Xii. 56. 


—How is it, that * do not diſcern this time? 


85 0 u 1 been ſaid on the manner 


in which the prophecies, reſpecting 
Antichriſt, may be interpreted; I imagine 
that now, at length, ye are diſpoſed to 
aſk, On what GENERAL GROUNDS we affirm, 
that the Church of Rome is actually con- 
cerned in them? 

To reſolve this queſtion, it will be ſuf- 
ficient to ſet before you, in few words, ſome 
of the more obvious nates or characters by 
which Antichriſt is marked out in the pro- 
phecies,z ſuch, and ſo many of them, as 

15 5 may 
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may convince you; that they are fairly ap- 
plicable to the Church of Rome; and that, 
taken together, they cannot well A eg "ny 
other application. bib 
Of theſe prophetic charafers; 108 
1. The rinsr I ſhall mention is, That 
we are to look for Antichriſt within Phe” wy. 
7 limits of the Roman empires. 
'On this head, there is no controterſy 
among thoſe who acknowledge the auho- 
rity of the prophet Daniel, and can be none: 
for that prophet, in his famous viſion of 
the four kingdoms, ſays expreſsly, that, 
among the ten kingdoms into which the 
fourth; or Roman, ſhall be divided, Ax- 
orRHER ſhall ariſe Ia]; that is, as all inter- 
preters agree, the kingdom of Antichriſt, 
So that this power, whatever it be, muſt 
have its birth and ſeat within the Se 


(a! Dan. vii. 75 3.—I ſaw in the night viſions, and 
behold, a fourth beaſt—had ren horas. I conſidered 
the horns, and behold, there came up among them an- 
other little d- Compate with ver. 24.— Ihe ten horns 
out of this kingdom are ten kings (or kingdoms) that 
: my ariſe: and another fhall ariſe —— af c 

ö : © 
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of the ten kingdoms, that is, of the Romarr . 
empire, when, in ſome future time from the 
giving of Daniel's prophecy, it : ſhould be 
ſo divided, 

But, to fix the ſtation of the inen 
power more preciſely, it is to be obſerved, 
that, as the four kingdoms of Daniel, con- 
fidered in ſucceſſion to each other, form a 
regents chronology{4]; ſo, in another view, 
they form a prophetic geography le], being 
conſidered, in the eye of prophecy, as co- 
_ exiſtent, as ſtill alive, and ſubſiſting toge- 
ther, when the dominion of all, but the 
_ taken away [d]. | 

In conſequence of this idea, which Daniel 
gives us of his four kingdoms, | ſo- much 
only is to be reckoned into the deſcription 
of each kingdom, as is peculiar to each; 
the remainder being part of ſome other 
kingdom, ſtill ſuppoſed to be in , e 

BG Mede, p. 712. 


ke] Sir Iſaac Newton, p. 31. | 

- [4] Dan. vii. 11, 12.-Concerning the reſt of the 
beaſts, they had their dominion taken away : yet their 
lives were groimged for a ſeaſon and a time, 
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which it properly belongs. Thus, the 


SECOND, or Perftan kingdom, does not take 
in the nations of Chaldza and Afyriaz 
which make the body of the fr/? kingdom; 


nor the THIRD, or Grecian kingdom, the 


countries of Media and Perſia, being the 
body of the ſecond. In like manner, the 
_ FOURTH, or Roman kingdom, does not, in 


the contemplation of the prophet, compre- 
hend thoſe provinces which make the body 
of the third, or Græcian kingdom, bur ſuch 


only as Conſtitute its own body, that is, the 


provinces on this fide of Greece : where; 


therefore, we are to look for the eleventh, 


or Antichriſtian kingdom, as being to ſtart 
up among the ten, into which the Roman 


| kingdom ſhould be divided. 


We ſee then that, as Antichriſt was to 
ariſe within the Roman kingdom, ſo his 
ſtation is farther limited to the European 
part of that kingdom, or to the weſtern em- 
pire, properly ſo called. 

This obſervation (which is not mine, 


but Sir Ilaac Neu ton s) is the better worth 


. making, 
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making, becauſe, in fact, the papal ſove- 
reignty never extended farther than the 
weſtern provinces; at leaſt, could never 
gain a firm and permanent footing in the 
countries which lie eaſt of the Mediterra- 
nean ſea. But, whether you admit this 
interpretation, or not, it is ſtill. clear that 
Antichriſt was to ariſe ſomewhere within 
the, limits of the Roman empire. In what 
part of that empire he was to make his ap- | 
pearanee, we certainly gather from, 
II. A sxconp prophetical note or cha- 
rater of this power, which is, That his ſeat 
and throne. was to be the city of Rome it. 
fol. 

The prophet Daniel avquaiots us only, 
that the power, we call Antichriſtian, would 
ſpring up from among the ruins of the 
fourth, or Roman kingdom: But St. John, 
in the Revelations, fixes his refidence i in the 
capital eity of that kingdom. For, when, 
-in one of his viſions, he had been ſhewn a 
portentous bea with ſeven beads and ten 
ha and a woman arrayed in Papi, riding 

Vol. U. e upon 
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upon him, an Angel is made to interpret 
this ſymbolic viſion in the following words: 
be ſeven heads are ſeven mountains, on 


which the woman finteth—and the ten horns,. 


-which- thou ſaweſt, are ten kings—and the 

woman, which thou ſaweſt, is that great 
ci which age aver the — f vhe 
tarth. [el. CONE | * 
Words cannot 581 more determin ate tha an 
theſe! The woman, that rides this BEASr, 
that is, che fourth empire, in its laſt ſtate 
of ten horns, or divided into ten kingdoms, 
is that Antichriſtian power of which we 
are now inquiring. She is ſeated on ſeven 
Bills; nay, ſhe is that great city, which reign. 
eth (that is, in St. john s time which 
reigned] over the kingdoms of the earth. 
Rome, then, is the throne of Antichriſt ; \ 
or is that city which ſhall one day be 
Antichriſtian. There is no poſſibility of 
evading the force of theſe terms. 

It hath been faid, that Conſtantinople 
$00 was firuated on ſeven hills, It oy be 


fa Rev. xvil, 3, 4+ 9 1 12, 18. 


he 


/ 


* 
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fo : : But Conſtantinople did not, in the 
time of this viſion, relgn over the kings of 


the earth. "Beſides, if its dominion had not 
been mentioned, the city on ſeven hills is ſo 
characteriſtic of Rome, that the name its 
ſelf could not have pointed it out more 
plainly; as muſt be evident to all thoſe, 
who recollect what the Latin writers have 
aid on this ſubjet. 


The tem domiini nintes—6f one C 71 | 
poet i is well known; and ſeemz the abridge- 
ment of a il more famous line in an- 


| other E rake 
Septem 2 alta Jugis, toto que pref Jet ob : 5 


s To which St. John s ideas of a woman, | 


ſeated on ſeven hills, and reigning over 
the kings of the earth, To exactly corre- 
ſponds, that one ſees nb difference between 


the poet and the prophet ; except that the 


latter perſoiiifies his ideas, as the genius of 
the prophetic yle required; 


71 Martial. . iv. ep. 7 
E Propert; l. III. 1 7. 3 


L 2 „„ 
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But 4 paſſage i in | Virgil is ſo. much to out 
None, that it merits a peculiar attention. 
This poet, in the moſt finiſhed of his 
works, had been celebrating the praiſes of 


SM countfy life, which he makes the ſource 


and origin of the Roman gteatneſs: 
,Hanc olim veteres vitam coluere Sabioi; 1 
Hanc Remus et frater; ſic fortis Etruria crevit+- 
Scilicet et rerum facta eſt pulcherrima Roma 15]. 
The encomium, we ſee, is made with 
thar gradual pomp which is familiar to 
Virgil. And the laſt line (from its ma- 
jeſtic fimplicity, the nobleſt, pethaps, i in 
all his writings) one would naturally ex- 
pect ſhould cloſe the deſcription. Yet he 


2005, to the ſurpriſe, and; I believe, to the 
| diſappointment of moſt readers, 


„ Septemgue una ſibi muro circumdedit arces, 


| Had we found this paſſage in any other 
0 of the Latin poets; we ſhould have been apt 
to queſtion the judgment of the writer; 

and to ſuſpect, that, in attempting to riſe 
- upon | himſelf, he had fallen, unawares, 


| into an evident. anti climax. But the cor- 


: 9A _ [8] Gerd 1 ii. ver. . 532. 


rect 
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rect elegance of Virgil's manner, and his 
fingular talent in working up an image, by: 
juſt degrees, to the preciſe point of per- 
fection, may ſatisfy us, that he had his rea- 
ſon. far going on, where we might expect 
him to ſtop ; which reaſon can be no other, 
than that the /even hills were neceſſary to 

complete his deſcription of the imperial 
city Ii]. To an antient Roman, the cir- 
cumſtance of its ftuation was, of all others, 
the moſt auguſt and characteriſtic; and 
Rome itſelf was not Rome, till it was _ 
templated under this idea. 

There was ground enough, then, for. 
ſaying, © that the name of Rome could 
not have pointed out the city more plainh, jp 
But 1 go farther, and take upon me to 
aſſert, That the peripbraſis is eyen more 
preciſe, and leſs equivocal, than the proper 
name would have been, if inſerted in the 
prophecy. For Rome, ſo called, might have 
ſtood, like Sodom, or Babylon, fimply for 
an idolatrous City. But the city, ſeated -- 


Lo Compare An. vi. yer. 776, &c. 
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on fever hills, and reigni ” over the earth, is 
the city of Rome itſelf, and excludes, by 
the peculiarity, of theſe ner * A. 
application. = 

Nor is it any objection ta. che; 3 
now made, that this city, whatever i it be, 
is deſcribed by another circumſtance, not 
peculiar to Rome, indeed ſcarce applicable 
tot; I mean that of its being ſeated on many 
waters CE]. For theſe waters are not given 
as a mark of Rome's natural, but political 
ſituation; as the prophetic ſtyle might lead 
one to expect, if the ſacred writer had not 
taken care to prevent all miſtake by affur- 
ing us, in ſo many words, That the waters, 
where the whore. Atteth, are 'PEOPL Eo, 
AND MDLTITUDES, | AND; NATIONS, AND 
| TONGUES CJ. 

II it be, further, faid, * That, the ſeam 
. hills may, likewiſe, admit a fimilar- con- 
ſtruction from the frequent uſe of | hills, as 


_ emblems of power, in bierogly phic — 5 


* and therefore i in in deſcription,” 
[4 Rev, vii, 2. 10 Ibid. ver. 15. 5 


the 
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the remark is very juſt; but then, unluckis. 
ly, there is no ſuch explanation of the ſeven. 
hills, aa we have of the waters, from the. 
prophet himſelf ;. while yet it could not 
_ eſcape him, that ſuch explanation was more, 
than commonly neceſſary, in this caſe, to, 
prevent the reader from apply ing the ſeuen 
bills to the beſt known city in the world, 
then ſubſiſting 1 in all its glory, and univer- 


ſally acknowledged by this © FRI ae 
raſter of its fituation., 1 


| Should it, laſtly, benledand; 150 That his 
| — 8 explanation is {ubjoined to the figure, for 
that the prophet adds immediately in the 
following verſe—and there are ſeven: king 
meaning. that the ſeven bills, juſt mention · 
ed, were to be taken as emblems only of 
ven kings; 1 reply, that the ſepen bills, 
in the figurative ſenſe of the term bills, 
| naturally ſuggeſted, andelegantly introduce, 
' the ſeven kings; but that the former, never- 
| theleſs „ are clearly to be diſtinguiſhed from 
the latter. For it is nat ſaid—and the ſever. 
bills are Seven kings—as it was before ſaid 
L 4 e dhe 


* 
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—the ſeven bends are ſeven bill. but 
Ax there are COP kings—plainly. advanc« 
ing a ſtep further in the prophecy, and 


pointing out a new characteriſtic diſtinction 


of the ſeven· hilled city, ariſing from the 
different forms of en wert _— . 
wich it had paſſed. 
The truth is (as 
ferves [n) the ſeven beuds of ibo beaſt are 
A-DOVBLE/TYPE 2: firft,they:ignity the /even. 
bills, on which the city is placed; and, bi, 
the Kein kings, or governments, to which 
it had been fubject; but ſtill ox thoſe ſeven 
Bills, for whichreafon the ſame type is made 
to ſignify both * But, if the type had been 
deſigned to carry a fingle ſenſe, and kings 
had been that ſenſe, as explicatory of Hills, 
it had been very prepoſterous to give the 
inter pretution of the type, and then to inter. 
pret the wterßteration, ; unleſs the expreſſion 
fn] Sytem BrsTIE capita, duplex typus : primd, 
ſeptem monies ſeu colles ſunt, ſuper quos urbs Beſliæ 
metropolis ſita.eſt ; deinde, ſeptem quoque, idque in 


kfdem (quoduygitas ty pi denotat) Collibus, Regum i ſeu 
Dynaſtarum en cu 01 ordines, Works, p. 524 


5 - 


Me. Mee: well „ . 
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had been ſo guarded as to convey this. pur- 

poſe in the moſt diſtinct manner. As it is 
now put, there are Rm TWO e 
and on TYPE [8]. | 

On the whole, where: can * no „ douby 
concerning the great city on ſeven bills, It 
can be no other, than the city of Rome 
itſelf: In other words, the nnn is 
à Noman . 

Still, this Roman power, dry any v thing 
that hath hitherto appeared, may” en 
Pagan and Civil power. But, 
III. The prophecies ſeem very thts to 
point it out to us, - a5 an ECCLESIASTICAL. 
and, in name and pronnes: at 1. a 
CHRISTIAN power. 52 

To begin again with the prophet Daniel, 5 
He tells us, that tho Horn which ſhall ariſe | 

[-] The whole paſſage i in the original ſtands thus — 
et in] aD, py High iA, ons 7 yon xabvias in " aur), 

Bac il tiowAof. which the following is the 
pA tranflation—The seven HEADS are ſeven hills, 


where the woman ſitteth upon them, Ax p are ſeven 


tig Every one ſees that the conneftive | er 
Nb, refers to beads, and not to 2 ; 


15 — | fler, | 
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after, and from among, the ten horns, that. 
, the Antichriſtian. kingdom, as before ex» 
Plained, ſhall be DivzksE from the n 
kingdoms, out of which it ſhall ariſe [o]. 
Rut a kingdom may be diverſe from other 
| kingdoms in various reſpects.” Without 
doubt. And, therefore, we cannot cer- 
tainly conclude from this ſingle text, that 
the diverſi ity, mentioned, will confiſt-in ita 
being a ſpiritual kingdom. Yet, if ye re- 
flect that this diverſity is given, as the 
cCharacteriſtie mark of the antichriſtian 
kingdom; that, although there may be 
other and ſmaller differences between king · 
doms, the greateſt and moſt ſignal is that 
which ſubſiſts between a temporal and ſpi- 
ritual power; nay, that Government, as 
ſuch, is, and can only be, of two ſorts, 
civil and ſpiritual, as correſponding to the 
two conſtituent parts of man, (the ſubje& 
of all aun in this world), the Soul, 


(el Dan. vii. 24.— —The ten hotns out of this 1 
dom are ten kings that ſhall ariſe ; and another ſhall 
ariſe after them, and He ſhall be e from the firſt— 
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and the Body: Taking, I ſay, theſe con- 
 fiderations along with you, ye cannot eſteem 


"it a very harſh and violent interpretation, 
if, without looking any farther, we ineline 


to think that this diver/ity of regimen, ſa, 


emphatically pointed out, reſpects that great 
and eſſential difference in human govern · 


ment only. At leaſt, it will be admitted, 
khat, if, from other and more expreſs 1 
monies, the government of Antichriſt ap- 
pear to be a ſpiritual government, we ſhall, 


then, be authorized to put ſuch a conſtruc- 


tion on Daniel's s prophecy, as will reach 


the full force and import of his expreſſion. 


Such a kingdom muſt be allowed to be 


eminently diverſe from ſecular kingdoms. 
So that. the harmony between the pro- 


phets on this ſubject wall be clear and 
ſtriking. 


Now, ſuch a teſtimony we "Gol to find 


in the Apoſlle St. Paul; who, propheſying 


of the man of Sin, or Antichriſt, to be re- 


vealed in the latter days, makes it a diſ- 
dagen part of his ebener, That he 


SITTETH | 


* 
* — „„ 


1 
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SITTETH IN THE | TEMPLE or Gob [2Þ 
Confider the force of theſe words, A power, 
| ſoated in the temple. of God, can be nothing 
but a power ſuitable to that place, or a 
2 power: juſt as a power, ſeated in 
tbe throne of Geſar, could only be inter- 
preted of a civil power. 1 
Nor ſay, becauſe the context runs thus | 

40 that he, AS Gop, fitteth in the tem pla 
of God, sHEW1NG himſelf that he 18 Gen 
— that therefore it only means his claim» 
ing divine honours : a degree of blaſphemy, 
very applicable to a civil power. This ob- 
jeckion has clearly no force : becauſe his 
fitting in the temple of God was the very. 
means (if we rightly apply this prophecy) 
by which the man of fin roſe to that abo- 
minable pre-eminence, It was by virtue 
of his ſpiritual, that he aſſumed a divine 
character. So that the phraſe—as God 
and that other—/hewing himſelf that he is 
Cod. — ſets before us, indeed, the extrava - 


[3] 2 Thef, i + TE! 
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pant height to which the man of fin aſpired, 
and to which he aſcended ; but no way in- 


. yalidates the concluſion. Fun ſitting in 


the temple of God— that he was a Spiritual 


power. Rather, we ſee the propriety of 
this concluſion : becauſe the text, thus un- 


derſtood, ſuggeſts the way in which the 


man of fin accompliſhed his blaſphemous 


purpoſe ; His Succeſs aroſe from his ſtation 
in the temple. On the other hand, a 


power fitting in the throne of Ceſar might 
fit there as God, and might ſew bimſelf 


that he was God (as many of the Roman 
Emperors did): So that the clauſe—/#tting 
in the temple of God—has evidently no pecu- 
liar fitneſs, as applied to the uſurpation of 
divine honours by a civil tyrant; whereas 


we fee it has that fitneſs, when applied to 


n ſoiritual tyrant, The eontext therefore 


proves nothing againſt the PIE 
here propoſed and defended. - 


But, what is this temple of God? The 
temple at Jeruſalem, it will be ſaid; the 
only bemple, ſo called, then ſubfiting in 


* * 
— 


the 
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dme world{g]. Admit this to be the literal 
Tenſe of the words. Yet ye remember fo 
much of what hath been ſaid concerning 

the prophetic ſtyle, as not. to think it 
ſtrange, that the literal ſenſe ſhould in- 
volve in it another, a myftical meaning. 
And this, without any uncertainty what- 
ſoever. For fo, the term, Jew, means 4 
_Gbriftian; the term, David, means Chriſt : © 
the incenſe of the temple-ſervice means the 
| prayers of Chriſtians; plainly and confeſſed- 
| Iy ſo, in numberleſs inſtances. . Agreeably 
|  - tothisanalogicaluſeof Jewiſh terms, in the 
Ss ſtyle of the prophets, the temple of Gd, 
1 nay, the temple of Feruſalem [7] (if that had 
Ii! See Grotius, on the place: who applies this pros 

phecy to Caius Cæſar, and thinks it was fulfilled when 


that Emperor commanded his ſtatue to be ! in the 
4 temple of Jerufalem. A firange conjefture ! which 
| many writers, and very lately an excellent prelate has. 

[| well confuted. Biſhop Newton's DIS. oh the * 
1 cies, vol. ii. p. 375.7 

1 lei] Heerofolyma in ſeriptis bs occutrit ut 
[| . emblema alterius cujuſdam Hieroſohme, myſtice fic di- 


eendz; quz Hieraſalyma non poteſt eſſe urbs quædami in 
momibus Zione & Acta conſitucta, qualis fuit antiqua 


been 


* 
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been the expreſſion) muſt, in all reaſon, he 
interpreted of the Chriſtian church; and 
eould not, in the prophetic language, be 
interpreted otherwiſe. When, therefote, 
Antichriſt is ſaid to /it in the temple of Gad, 
it is the ſame thing as if it had been ſaid of 
him, That be ſitteth, or ruleth, in the church 
Chriſt. Now, ſubſtitute theſe words— 
the church of Cbriſ.—in the room of thoſe 
other words—the temple of God; and fee, 
if St. Paul, ſuppoſing his purpoie had been 
to expreſs. a ſpiritual power in oppoſition to 
a civil; ſee, I ſay, if St. Paul could have 
conveyed that purpoſe more plainly, 
Still, we have another, and, if poſlible, 
a more deciſiye teſtimony i inthe Revelations, 
For, among the different views, which St. 
John gives us of Antichriſt, in ſo many 
diſtin& viſions, one is ſet before us in the 
following manner — And I bebeld another 
beaſt coming up out of the earth, and * ad 


lla; fed oportet eſſe rem ee in qui. 8 
antiquz Hieroſolymæ y/tice demonſtreutur. 


, 2 Exp. Allr. Pe 7 762 
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t horns like a lamb, and he ſpake as 4 
Dragon [s). Now, if we had known no- 
2 more of theſe ſymbols, than what the 
obvious qualities of the animals themſelves | 

Tuggeſted to us, we could only have in- 


f ferred, that this ruling power (for that is 
the idea conveyed by the term, Beaſt) 


would put on the appearance of a gentle 
and pacific adminiftration t I ſay, the ap- 
prarance; for what its real character was 
do be is clearly enough expreſſed in what 
follows, that this lamb-like beaſt /pake as 


4 Dragon. But, when we further reflect; 


that horns, in the prophetic ſtyle, are the 


: emblems of power, and that a Lamb is the 


- peculiar, the appropriated ſymbol of Chriſt, 
the lamb of God, which taketh. away the fir 
F the world it), and is conſtantly ſo em 
ployed throughout this whole prophecy of 
the Revelations, we muſt, of . con- 
elude, that a beaft with the borns of a lamb 
can only be a ſtate, or perſon, pretending | 


to ſuch powers as Chriſt exerciſed, and 


[5] Rev. Xii. 11. [7] John:i. 19. | 
% 3 5 | his 
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his Religion authoriſeth; - that is, powers, 
not of this-world, but purely: ſpiritul. 
The other ſymbol of a Dragon confines 
this concluſion. For a Dragon, in the 

prophecies, is the known ſymbol of the 
old Roman Government in its pagan, per- 

ſecuting ſtate. When, therefore; it is ſaid 
that the beaſt pale as a Dragon, the mean- 
ing is, That Antichriſt ſhould aſſume the 
bigheſt tone of civil authority in promoting 
his tyrannous purpoſes,” though he cloked 
his fierce pretenſions under the meek ſem- 


blance of a ſpiritual character. Taken to- 


gether, theſe two ſymbols ſpeak as plainly 
as ſymbolic terms can ſpeak, That Anti- 
chriſt was to be a religious perſon, act- 
ing in the ſpirit of a ſecular tyrant, So 
exactly is he characteriſed by the poet 
Mantuan, lun ne hiciſelf to one of the 
1 * bt 
Eꝛzſe potens gemino, cujus vile adorant 
Cæſar ct aurato yeſtiti murice reges, 
On the whole, I leave it to be conſi- 
dered, whether, when the prophecies pro- 
Vor. II. J. 


1 \ 
8 


1 5 162 — eee 4 lub. 
& naounce of Antichriſt, that he ſhould be 2 


; $4 power . divtrſ# from an ates ite: he > 


_ ſhould it in the temple of Gad und that he 
 ſhouldhave the borns of a lamb — | leave it, 
_ Lfay, to your conſideration, whether it be 
not plain that this extraordinary power, 2 
Roman power, and refiding at Rome, was 


to be a Chriftan and Ecelefiaſtical, and not: a 
. and Civil power. 


Iv. Another obvieus character of Antiz | 
chef; or rather complication' of characters, 
is that triple brand, impreſſed upon him, 
of a U N eee, and e 
mower: RL 
Ahe prophets bold kiny up to us as 
- reigning, or exerciſing an oppreſſive and 
fupereminent dominion over the King. of the 
earth, thatis, of the weſtern empire Cu]; 
_ a8-making war with the lamb, and the 2 
bo receive not his mark in their fore- 
beads a, that is, perſecuting good and 
conſcientious Chriſtians, who refuſe to 


Ie] Dan. vii. 8. 20. Rev. xvii. 1. 16, 17. 
Ie] Dan. vii. 21. Rev. xvii. 14. iii. 7. 16. 


Wear 
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wear the badge of Antichrif, and to ſerve 
under him; and as another Babylon, the 
mother of banks and abominations of the 
earth L xl, that is, as polluted himſelf with 
the groſſeſt idolatry, and as corrupting the 
nations with the ſame prophane worſhip. 


But theſe marks, it will be ſaid, have 


1 found upon ſo many powers, which 
have appeared in the world, that they can- 


not be given as the di i/tinftive marks of ne, 
that is, of the Papal Power; nay, the Biſhop | 


of Meaux goes further, and attempts to 
ſhew, by a very refined argument, that the 
very terms of whoredom and fornication, in 


which the 14 of theſe marks, I mean, 1bo- 


LATRY, is ſet forth by the prophet in the 


book of Revelations, make it impoſſible. for 


us to apply that mark to Rome Chriſtian, 
Let us ſee then, jir/t, what force there 
is in the criticiſm of this learned Prelate. 


That whoredom, or fornication, in the 
language of ſcripture, means idolatry, is 


agreed on all hands, and cannot. be diſ- 
[3] Reva xvil. 5. „ 
. puted. 


* 
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puted. Whether the figurative uſe of this 
term aroſe from obſerving, how conſtantly 
that pollution attended idolatrous worſhip, 
or how fitly a communication with - falſe 
gods may be compared with that unlawful | 
corfimerce; whatever be the ground of 
the analogy, it is clear to a demonſtration, 
that ꝛwhoredom is but another name for ido- 
latry, which, under this idea, is very fre 
quently charged upon the 2008 by the. un- 
tient prophets. 
Sometimes, however (without doubt to 


| aggravate the charge), the idolatry of the 
Jeus is confidered in the light of adultery, 


that is, of infidelity to the God of Iſrael, 
to whom, as to her proper Lord and Huf- 
band, the Jewiſh nation had by expreſs 
| flipulation, and in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
contracted herſelf. e 

But, notwithſtanding” this promiſcuous 


application of the terms, fornication and 


adultery, to the idolatry of the Jews in the 


antient prophecies, it hath been remarked 
by the Biſhop of Meaux, “That Baby bon, 


or 
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or Rome, in the Revelations, is conſtantly 
and «uniformly ſpoken of as a whore, and 
not as an adultereſs; whence he concludes, 
that this charge is brought againſt Pagan 
Rome only, and not Chriſtian Rome. For, 
why, he aſks, is ſo much care taken nbt to 
impute adultery to idolatrous Rome, if it 
had been a Chriſtian city! ? when its pol- 
luting itſelf with this crime, contrary to the 
moſt expreſs engagements, w _ Chriſtians 
take upon themſelves, of fidelity to the only 
true God, might juſtly deferve, and, in pro- 
, Priety, may ſeem to require, this opprobri- 
ous charge, rather than that other lighter 
one of fornication; whereas, if Pagan Rome 
be here meant, its idolatry could only be 
ſet forth 'under the idea of fornication, and 
not of adultery ſ \ : 

[5] Le faint apdtre a bien pris garde de ne pas nom- 
mer la proſtituee, dont il parle, une adultere, nν,ẽd a, 


Kran, mais une femme publique —ſans jamais 


avoir employè le mot d'adultere ; tant il etoit attentif A 


eviter Pidee d'une epouſe infidelle.—Loin de marquer 
la Proſtituee, comme une Eglize forrumpuz, neus avons 


montre enen qu'il a pris des dees toutes contraires 


„ 


— — 
o 
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| Now; although, as I obſerved, the ido- 
latrous Jews are frequently trons 'by their 
prophets as fornicators, as well as adulter- 
ers, nay, are much more frequently [z) re- 


à celles-Ià, puis qu'au lieu de produire une Feruſalem 


infidelle, ou du moins une Samarie, autrefois partie du 
peuple ſaint, comme il auroit fait 8'il avoit voulu nous 
reprẽſenter une egliſe corrompue, il nous propoſe une 
Badylone, qui jamais n'a ets nommee dans Valliance de 


Dieu. Nous avons auſſi remarque qu'il n'avoit jamais 
donnè à la Proftituce le titre Tepouſe infidelle ou re- 
pudiee : mais que par tout il s' toit ſervi du terme de 
Fornication, et de tous ceux qui revenoient au meme 


ſens. Je ſyais que ces mots ſe confondent quelquefois 


avec celui d'adultere, mais e fort du raiſonnenient confiſte 


en ce que de propos delibers Saint Jean ewite toijours'ce 


dernier mot qui marqueroit Ia foi violze, le mariage ſou- 
ille, et Palliance romput, &c. L' Apocalyſt avec une Ex- 


5 Plication ; par Maſſire Jague, Benigne Boſſuet, Evegus de 


Meaux. PREF. 20, 29. . p. 321— 
323. Par. 1690, 12mo. 

[z] The reaſon I take to be, That fornication, that 
is, vague luſt and general proſtitution, ſerved beſt to 


_ expreſs the unbridled and indiſcriminate paſſion of the 
Jews for the dæmon - worſhip of their neighbours ; | 


whereas the crime of adultery, though of a blacker dye, 
and, in that view, more proper to expoſe the malignity 


bol their offence, does not convey the ſame ideas of uni- 


ver ſal pollution, being uſually committed, becauſe it is 


ſo cr minal, with more diſtinction and reſtraint. 


preſented 
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 preſentetl under the former idea, than the 
latter; and although it be thetefore true; 
that fornication is not neceſſarily and exelu- 
ſively to be underſtood of Pagan idolatry, 
but may well be applied to Chriſtian idola- 
ters, as it was tothe Jewiſh; yet rhe force 
of the learned objector's argument will not 
be obviated by this obſervation only. For 
the ſtreſs of it lies in this,“ That the idola- 
try of Rome in the Revelations - is_ every 
where, that is, purpoſely, termed fornicas 
tion (to inſinuate to us that the charge 18 
directed againſt a Pagan City; and not a 
Chriſtian Church), and 70 where, chat is, 
purpoſely again, called adultery.“ 5 
The objection is extremely ingenious x 
and, fo far as 1 know, hath been hitherto 
unanſwered. Yet, if any good reaſon can 
be aſſigned why the prophet ſhould thus 
ſtudiouſly prefer the term fornication to 
that of adultery, in deſcribing the idolatry 
"oa Chriſtian Rome, notwithſtanding thoſe 
; terms be uſed indifferently by the Jewiſh 


| prophets, when. they reprove the idolatry 
1107 . Pas of 
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of their own countrymen, the Biſhop of 
Meaux would himſelf eee chat 
his / objection falls to the ground. | 
Now ſuch a feaſon offers itſelf to us in 
the xMBLEM: under which St. John chuſes 
do repreſent his idolatrous. ſaciety, This 
emblem is Babylon 3 a Pagan idolatrous 
eity to which the idea of fornication may 
be colourably, and bath. in fact been ap- 
plied [a], in order to ex pteſs the tranſ- 
greſſion of the law of nature in-its-idolatrous 
worſhip: but to ſuch a city adultery could | 
in no proper ſenſe be applied, becauſe it 
had never entered into any cloſe engage · 

ment, or marriage cantract, as it _ 
5 * the God oſ heaven 

Ibis being admitted, we fee. ha reaſons 
vhy Rome Chriſtian is taxed as a whore - 
ſimply, and not as an adultereſs. For 
what had been improper! y. faid of the type 
Cannot, on the principles of decorum, be 
transferred to the  anti-type, If Babylon 
* e a harlat, the is a harlot ll and 


WO Mien Wil. * . Nahum kl. 4. 
N Oy os LITRE 


* 


— more, when ſhe ſtands for ne 

whether Pagan or Chriſtian. The con- 

cinnity of the figure, and the juſt cor - 
reſpondence of the thing fignified to the 

ſign, demands the obſervance of this rule; 
which cannot be violated en. mani- 
feſt abſurdity and confuſion. | 1s 

„ But why then, it is ied; was ach 1 
an emblem employed ? why was not . 
ruſalem, or Samaria (of which adultery 
might be predicated), rather choſen, than 
Babylon, for the type, or oy Anita of 
idolatrous Chriftian Rome? * 

The. reaſon again is obvious. It was, 

becauſe Babylon was the jr/t of all ido- 


latrous cities; and the ef [h] to emble- 
matize the enormous guilt, or to ſet in 


full 1 0 the extenſive TN of ade 


£3 or # ts the and of graven images, ot they are 
mad upon their idols. Jer. I. 38. Again: Babylon bath 
bein a golden cup in the Lord*s hand, that made all the 
earth drunken's the nations have drunken of ber wine, there- K 
fore the nations art mad. Jer. li. 3. Compare Rev. xvii. = 
the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with 1 
: CT 405 awrne 5 e f 


n 


—— 


— — — — + 
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latrous "FTIR Fot each in its turn Was 
the mother of barlott. and abominations . of 
'the earth; the former corrupting the heathen 


world with her oe Rp? and — e 
the A BAmMAͤ $0]. avri; 15 
When therefore for hin. or "Ig like rea- 


* Babylon was made the emblem of. 


Chriſtian Rome, the prophet was obliged 
to retain the idea of fornication only, and 


not to interpoſe that of adultery, through 


the whole tenour of his application. 
It may further be worth obſerving, 


that pagan idolatry is, for the moſt part, 


expoſed by the antient prophets under the 
notion of LYES, or LYING VANITIES {c]; 


and very rarely, I. think in no more than 
one or two ſhort paſſages, under that of 
fornication, For vague luſt was ſo generally 


practiſed 1 in the heathen world, and the law 


of nature, condemning that vice, ſo little 


known, or reſpected by it, that the meta- 
phor would not have conveyed to a Pagan 


idolater the atrocious nature of his crime. 


Le] Mr. Mede, Works, p. 9. 5 
The 
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The Moſkie Law, on the other bank, in- 
terdicting fornication in the ſevereſt terms, 
and requiring that here ſhould be no whore 
of the daughters of Iſrael Id], the guilt of 
idolatry was very forcibly, as well as na- 
3 3 to a Fama aan that 
idea. e 4 
Accordingly we find that the prophets 
every where, and in whole pages, employ 
this figure, when they addreſs themſelves 
to Jewiſh idolaters. Whence it may ſeem, 
that, although there be ſufficient authori- 
ties to juſtify the prophet St. John in con- 
ſidering his emblematic Babylon under the 
idea of a harlot; yet he would not have 
proſecuted even this inferior charge of for- 
nication ſo far as he has done, and in ſo 
many parts of his prophecy, if his purpoſe 
had not been to apply it to a believing, and 
not a Pagan city. If the myſtical Babylon 
be Chriſtian Rome, we fee the force and 
propriety of this repreſentation ; 'which had 
clearly been leſs apt, if Pagan Rome, ac- 

[4] Deut. xxiii. 17. 
cording 
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cording to the Biſhop of Meaux, had vow 
intended by the prophet. 5 0 0% 5 

We ſee then, in both ways, why Rome 
bot an aduttereſs in the Revelations ; and 
why ſhe is ſo emphatically a harlot. The 
type employed forbad the former charge, 
though the anti- type be Rome Chriftian ; 
The latter charge had not been ſo much 
| Haboured, if the e had been ny 
_ _ 1 8 

Thus, the edge of hs acute Sieg 
zs entirely taken off, and the execution, it 
was to make on the Proteſtant. ſyſtem, pre- 


vented. 
To return now. to 3 8 of 


our three marks. Theſe marks, it is ſaid, 
agree to ſo many other powers, beſides that 
of the Papàcy, that they cannot be made the 
- peculiar, diſtinctive characters of Chriſtian 
Rome. And, without doubt, confidered 
merely in themſelves, they cannot. But, 


Having already underſtood that the power, 


thus ſtigmatized, is a power ſeated in the 
feven-billed city, and that too an ecclęſſaſti- 
19 5 85 rn, 
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cal power, one ſees clearly. that, if the pro- 
phecies haye hitherto, received their ac: 
 compliſhment in any degree, theſe marks 
can only be ſought in Papal Rome, and 
muſt be the proper, excluſive characters of 
that power. I ſay, one fees ibis ; but, it 
muſt be owned, not without ph one 
that a ſpecies of government, calling it- 
_ ſelf Chriſtian, and profeſſing to model itfelf 
on the example of the Lamb, on the pure 
and fimple principles of the Goſpel, ſhould 
yet be all over ſtained with thoſe ſpecific 
_ vices which Chriſtianity moſt abhors— 
the utmoſt pride of ſecular domination 
the moſt relentleſs zeal againft the rights of 


conſcience—and, what is ſtill more incre- £7, 


dible, the moſt blaſphemous idolatry. The 
accumulated infamy of theſe crimes ſtruck. 
the prophet, St. John, ſo forcibly, that, 
on the ſight of this portentous monſter, 
exhibited to him in the viſion, he wondered, 
as himſelf expreſſes it, uit . re. 
tion [el. . 

(e] Rev. xvii. 6. ature Yate Aya. 

Tf nes Bur, 
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But, ſtrange as this” viſion appeared to 
the ſacred prophet, the Papal” hiſtory is 


found to.realize all the wonders of it ; and, 


| backward-as we may be to interpret this 
viſion of a church, profeſſedly Chriſtian, 

that church herſelf is ſo little. ſcandalized 

at the imputation of theſe crimes, that ſhe 
is ready to avow them all; the two" firſt, 


directly and openly ;' and the /aft, when fet 


in a certain light, and explained in her 


own manner. In ſhort, ſhe prides herſelf in 


the extent of her ſway [FI, and the fire of 


Tf) Notheld of the civil power, or acknowledged to 


| 1 ſo held, but uſurped upon it, and inſolently directed 
againſt it; as is well known from eccleliaſtical hiſtory. 
| The Pope is not Antichrift : God forbid! (ſays the good 
Abbe Fleury, with a zeal becoming a member of the 


Papal communion). Bu? neither is he impeccable, nor 
has he an abſolute authority'in the church over all things 


. both temporal and ſpiritual—Lo pape nt pas Þ Antichriſt ; I 


& Dien ne plaiſe ; mais il weft pas impeccable, nt monarque | 


abjolu dans Pezliſe pour le ſemporel et pour le ſpirituel [4 


4 72 fur Hist. ecclefraſtique, Pp. 173. . 1747 12 Tn 


The Pope, he ſays, i, not an abſolute monarch in the 
eburch over all things temporal and ſpiritual; that is, he 


_ evght net to arrogate to himſelf the power of an abſolute 
mquarch-; SPE that the pope aſſumes to be ſuch a mo- 


Her 


* 
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ber zeal [ g], and only quibbles with us 
about the ani of the term, idolatry.” 


* OY in fact, exerciſed this RY . 
power in the church, through many ages, the learned 
and candid writer had indiſputably ſhewn in the diſ- 
courſe whence theſe words are quoted. But now this 
monarchical ſewereig ny in all things temporal, as awell as 
Spiritzal, is certainly one prophetical note or character 
by which the perſon or power, ſtyled. antichriſtian, is 
diſtinguiſhed. Let the Pope then be what he will, 
we are warranted by M. Fleury himſelf to conclude, | 
that he hath, at leaſt, this mark of Antichriſt, EY 

[2] In the perſecution of hereticts; which M. Boſſuet 
regards as fo little diſhonourable to his COMMUNION, | 
that he thinks it a Point not to be called in queftion—calls 
the ule of the ſword, in matters of religion, awundoubied 
right—and concludes, that there is no illuſion more dau- 
gerous, than o confider TOLER ATION @s @ mark of the 
| true Church—Pexerciſe de la puiſſance du glaive dans tes 
matieres de la religion & de la conſcience ; choſe, guy. ue 
peũt Etre revoquie) en doute—le droit oft certain—il. 2 a 
point d illuſion plus dangereuſe que de donner LA $OUp- * 
FRANCE pour un charactere de wraye Eg 2. Hiſt, des 
Var. l. x. p. 51. Par. 1740, 129. 

Thus tkis great doctor of the Catholic Church to- 
wards the cloſe of the laſt century. And, juſt now, 
another eminent writer of that communion very round- 
Iy defends the murder of the Bohemian martyrs at Con- 
Kance, nia bs hat is more . ſtill) the fraxd. 
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| To cut the matter ſhort then, and to - 


Feep clear of thoſe endleſs debates concern · 
ing the worſhip of Images, of the Croſs, and 
of the Hoſt in the celebration of the Maſs; 
| debates which a dextrous ſophiſt may find 
means to carry on with a ſhew of argu- 
ment, and with ſome degree of plaufibi- 
lity: to ſet aſide, I ſay, all theſe topics, let | 
F - tbe obferyed at once, That idolatry, 1 in the 
{ -  Aſeriptural ſenſe of the word, is of two ſorts, 
i and confiſts either, 1. in giving the honour. 
due to the one true God, as maker and ' 
governor of the world, to any other ſup- . 
poſed, though ſubordinate god; or, 2. in 


and ill. faith through which the pious and tender - 
| hearted Fat bers of that council ruſhed to the perpetra - 
|  * tion of it, M. Crevier, Hift. de PUniverſits de Paris, 
1 t. ui. I. vi. p. 435, &. Par. 1761, 12% —Can it be 
| worth while to ſpend words in fixing this charge of i- 
tolerance on the church of Rome, when her ableſt ad 
vocates, as we ſee, even in our days, openly triumph 
in it? But then hath ſhe forgotten who it was that 
| the prophet /aw drunkes with the blood of the ſaints, and 
j with the blood of the martyrs of Jeſus —Rev. xvii, 6? I 
Alas, no; but ſhe wonders, by what figure of ſpeech _ 
heretics are called Saints; and rebels to the Pope, Mergy 


of Jeſus. | | 
5 C | | giving 
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| giving the hononr due to Chrift, as the ſole 
mediator between God and' Man, to any 
other ſuppoſed, though ſubordinate, medi- 
| ator. The former is the idolatry forbidden 
by the Jewiſh law, and by the law of Na- 
ture: the latter is Chriſtian idolatry, pro- 
perly fo called, and is the abomination Pro- 
hibited and condemned, in ſo ſevere tering, 
by the law of the Goſpel, _ | 
Now, whether the former ſpecies of 140. 
latry be char able on the church of Rome 
or not; and whether the crime of that 
| ſpecies may nat be incurred by honouring 
the true object of worthip through the me- 
dium of fome ſenſible image: whatever, * 
ſay; be determined on theſe two points 
(which for the preſent ſhalt be ſer afide,) 
the other ſpecies of idolatry is, without all 
doubt, chargeable on any Chriſtian church 
that ſhall adopt or acknowledge, in its reli - 
gious addrefles, another mediator besides 
Chriſt Jeſus. 
But the church of Nome (1 do not 667 


in the private writings of her divines, but) 
Vol. I. e © 
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in the ſolemn forms of her ritual, public iy 
profeſſes, and, by her canons and councils, 
_ authoritatively enjoyns, the worſhip of ſaints 


and angels, under the idea of mediators 


and interceſſors; not indeed in excluſion 


of Chriſt, as one, or, if you will, as chief 


mediator, but in manifeſt defiance of his 
claim to be the ſole mediator, This 
charge. 1s truly and juſtly brought againſt 


that Church, as it now ſtands, and hath 
ſtood for many ages; and cannot, by. any = 


4 ſubterfuge whatſoever, be evaded 154. And 


[ul SeeVitringa Apocahp/. Exp. p. Gog, and the au- 


thors cited by him; but, above all, ſee Mr. Mede's 


exquiſite and unanſwerable diſcourſe, entituled, The 


| Apeſtacy of the latter times. 


It is true, the Biſhop of Meaux'is pleaſed to divert 


9 himſelf with one part of this diſcourſe; I mean, that 


part which contains [ch. xvi. and xvii] the learned 


_ writer's interpretation of Daniel's prophecy concern- 
Ing the Gods Mabuzzim, He finds ſomething pleaſant 


in this idea; or rather in this hard word, which he re- 


peats ſo often, and in ſuch a way, as if he thought the 
very ſound of Mabuxxim was enough to expoſe the 
comment and Commentator to contempt. . Hift. des 
Par. I. xiii. p. 260, 261, But, after all, the ingenious 
' Prelate would have done — no diſcredit by being 


. 
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therefore, to the other characters of Pride 
and Intolerance, which ſhe takes to herſelf 
with much complacency, ſhe muſt now 

be content (whether the will or no) to have 
a little more ſerious in diſcuſſing an interpretation 


which Sir Iſaac Newton adopts without ſeruple 10⁵% 
on ibe prophecies of Daniel, Sc. p. 192]; and which, in 


mere reſpect to the prophet, he ſhould at leaſt have 
condeſcended to replace by ſome othei and more rea- 


ſonable interpretation. But it is the infirmity of this 


lively man, to be jocular out of ſeaſon. Thus, again, 


he raillies Luther, for an aſſertion of his, delivered, it 


ſeems, with ſome aſſurance, and in the form, as he 


pretends, of a prediction, that the Papal power would a 


ſpeedily decline and come to nothing, in tonſequence of the 
| Reformation. The event, he ſays, has belied the pro- 


phet; the Pope ſtill keeps his ground; and then (in an 


unlucky parentheſis) laughs to think, how. many others, 


befides Luther, will be daſhed to pieces ene this STONER 
ien 4 autres, que Luther, 1 briſeront contre cette PIERRE 


Lr. I. xiii. p. 244]. Now, if the glory of ſaying a 
good thing had not infatuated this Catholic Biſhop, 
could he have helped ſtarting at his own compariſon 
of a flone, as applied to Luther and the Reformation, 

vhen it might ſo naturally have put him in mind of 
that prophetical sroxE, which ſhall one day Become a 

great mountain, and break in pieces @ certain 1MAGE, and 


Hand. for euer [Dan. ii. 35. 44. y ) 
1 N 2 that 


\ 
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that of Dauon-wonsnrp, or auriennle- 
Trax 1DOLATRY, faſtened upon her.. 
Nor let the followers of that communion 
think to elude this charge, by ſaying, 
T hat they only requeſt the ſaints, as we com- 
 munly do any good man, to pray for them [i]. 
Falſe, and difingenuous ! Falſe; becauſe 
their breviaries and litanies ſhew, that they 
ſupplicate the. ſaints to befriend them by 
their own inherent power, or to intercede 
for them to the throne of God by virtue of 
rheir own perſonal merits [#}, in blaſphe- 
mous derogation to the all-atoning and 


fl LUEgliſe; en nous enſeignant qu il eſt utile de 
prier les Saints, nous enſeigne à les prier dans ce mẽme 


eſprit de charite, et ſelon cet ordre de ſociete frater- 


nelle qui nous porte à demander le ſecours de nos freres 


vivans fur la terre; et le Catechiſme du Concile de 


rente conclut Fa cette doctrine, que ſi la qualite de 
nn que lecriture donne a Jeſus Chriſt, recevoit 
quelque prejudice de finterceſſion des Saints qui reg- 
nent avec Dieu, elle n'en recevroit pas moins de Fin- 
terceſſion des fidsles qui vivent avec nous. 
M. Bossver, Expoſition de la docirius de 2 
Catholique, p. 17, 18. Paris 1671. 


wu Vitringa, p · 603, 604- 


 incom- 
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incommunicable intercefion of Jeſus. Di 
ingenuous, too; becauſe they know very 
well, that the queſtion is concerning un- 
ſeen and heavenly mediators only, not 


men like ourſelves, ſuch as we liye and 


converſe with on earth; whem we only ad- 


moniſh of their duty, and to whom we only 


do ours, when we call upon them to exert 


an act of piety and common charity in 


praying for their fellow-chriſtians. Our 


meaning is but that which the Apoſtle 
well exprefles, when he would have us con- 
der one another, to provoke unto love and 
10 good works [1]; and not at all to ſuppli- 
Kate our Chriſtian brethren as powerful in- 


terceſſors, in whoſe meritorious virtues We 


confide, and to whom, as poſſeſſing a pro- 
per intereſt in the Almighty, by the worth 
of their own perſons, we commit our deareſt 


concerns, the forgiveneſs of our ſias, and 


the ſalvation of our ſouls. 


e But this, it will be ſaid, is a very de- 
fective, aud even - unfair, account of the 


III Heb. X. 24. pid 
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matter. | We 4 more than admoniſh our 
brethren of their duty, when we ſollieit 


their prayers. for us. We invite them di- 


rectly, and formally, to intercede for us to 
the throne of Grace. We are allowed; 
nay encouraged, to lay a ſtreſs on their in- 


terceſſion; and, what is more, we are given 


to underſtand that ſuch interceſſion, eſpe- 
cially if it be made by good men, will 


have weight and influence in heaven. 
What elſe is the meaning of the Apoſtle, 


when he aſſures us, That the effectual ſer- 


vent prayer of a righteous man availeth muc h. 
James v. 16? And, if the prayer of a righte- 


ous man, much more the prayer of W 
ſaints and . 


.. have put the argument, 1 think, in all 


7 ite force, and (becauſe the advocates of the 


papal cauſe affect to think it en an 


ſhall examine it with care. 


WMWe apply to good e or to 
thoſe we eſteem ſuch, to intercede for us 


by their prayers to heaven.” We do ſo; 
and are encouraged 1 in this application, by 
7 '-. the 
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the example and b y the directions of the 

| Apoſtles, For 1 ſhall not take advantage 
of what ſome have conceived to be the 
meaning of St. James, in the place alledged, 
where he attributes ſo much to the prayer 
of a righteous man, That the prayer there 
ſpoken of is the prayer of faith, or a ſpiri- 
tual gift miraculouſly conferred on the firſt 
teachers of the Goſpel, and confined to\ - 
their miniſtry : I will not, I ſay, take ad-. 
vantage of this gloſs ; becauſe, whatever 

foundation it may ſeem to have in the con- 
text of that epiſtle, I allow it to be clear, 
from other places of the Ne Teſtamentſ m)], 
That the duty of Chriſtians is to pray, that 
is, to intercede, for each other. 

But when I deſire it may be obſerved, 

1. What difference there is between de- 
firing good men to pray for us, in the 
Goſpel ſenſe of that duty; and defiring 
Saints and Angels to pray for us, in the 
ſenſe of the Papal rituals. We requeſt 


121 I The v. 2 4. Mr Tim. ii. 2. and elſewhere, 


. me 
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thoſe prayers, only as they ſhall be offered. 
up in the name, and through the merits, 
of the great, and, properly ſpeaking, ſole 
intereeſſor; and we look for no effect from 
them, but on that condition. T he Church 
of Rome addrefles herſelf to Saints and 
Angels, as interceſſors; by, what we may 

call, their own right, by virtue of their 

own inherent. ſanctiy; or rather ſhe ap- 
plies to them directly, as to Saviours, for 
their proper and immediate help, and ex- 
pects it from the ſuppoſed privilege ,of 
their rank, or merits, independently of 
their prayers, or at leaſt of the manner in 
which thoſe prayers ſhall be preſented 
through the name of Jeſus. ' The formal 


words of their Litanies new, that ſuch f is | 


; their meaning. 

But they will fay, chat this condition of 
interceding, or ſaving, through the merits 
of Chriſt, is implied, though not ee 
I reply. then, 3 

2. That, admitting i it to ta ſo, hers is, 
Jet, the wideſt difference between projing 
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to Saints and Angels to pray for us, though 
in the Goſpel forms of interceſſion; and 
merely requeſting good men to pray for us, 
| in thoſe forms. The latter addreſs is made 
in a way remote from all appearance of 


idolatry, and free from the ſuſpicion of it: 
The former is preferred in the place, at 


the time, with the poſture, 1 in the language, 
in ſhort, with all the circumſtances and 5 


| formalities of divine worſhip. 


3. I obſerve, that, when we aſk the | 
prayers of men, we know that they hear 


our addreſs to them: We cannot even ſup- 
poſe thus much of Saints and Angels, 
without aſcribing to them the incommu- 
nicable attributes of the Almighty. 

Still it may be inſiſted, That prayers, 


whether offered up to God by men, or 
gloriſied ſpirits, are however to be con- 


ſidered in the light of Interceffons ; and that 
therefore, ſo far as we combat the practice of 
ſaint-worſhip on that ground, Proteſtants, as 


well as Papiſts when they employ the 


Proper of others, are guilty of idolatry. 
Ts 
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This, in truth, is the hinge on which | 
the: queſtion turns: And, to ſhew the 
difference of the two 8 nee, a 


—_— I fay, | 
Fourthly, and laſtly, Thar the Goſpel, | 


in permitting, or rather in commanding, 


us to aſł the prayers of each other, juſti- 


ßes this ſort of interceſſion, and abſolves 
it from the blame and guilt of idolatry. 
It gives a ſanction to this mode of medi- 

ating with God by his Saints on earth ; 


and does not regard it as a practice that 


interferes with the Wb oe, of 
Jeſus in heaven. * 

The ſame Goſpel, on the nee a 
inquire not for what reaſons) ſays not a 


word, from which, we can infer, that any 
ſuch addreſs is directed, or permitted, to be 


made to Angles or Spirits. It even con- 


demns all addreſſes of this kind, under 


the opprobrious name of unauthorized, or 


WIII-Woksniy UA]. Though we be allow- 


ed, tler, to have good men, in laws 
WEL Colofl. its 88. 


| ſenſe, 


PO BY . US ann OA AAGAGE ARA ASSOC. 44. is. 4 
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ſenſe, for our mediators or interceflors on 
earth, we are not allowed to have any - 
mediator or interceſſor in the tabernacle of 
heaven, but Jeſus, the great high prieſt 
of Chrſtians, only. This laſt ſort of in- 
terceſſion, by angels and glorified Saints, 
is againſt the ſpirit and letter of our re- 
ligion. It is a practice, which, not being 
enjoined, is forbidden; which, being diſ- 
allowed, is reprobated. In a word, it en- 
trenches on the incommunicable honour 
and prerogatives of the great, the appointed, 

: the ſole Mediator in heaven, ſeated at God's 
right hand, who ever liveth to make inter- 
off on for us [0]. It ſets up new mediators 

without and againſt his leave; it is then 1 un- 
chriſtian, and idolatrous. 5 
Thus at length, I ſuppoſe, it appears in- 
diſputably, That we are neither unreaſon 
able nor uncharitable in charging 4p0- 
LATRY, as well as the other two anti- 
chriſtian vices of pride and intolerance, to 
the account of papal Rome. 


[0] Heb, vi. 25. | 


V. The 
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Vi. The laſt prophetic. mark of Anti- 
' ehuiſt; which I ſhall have time to point 

out to you, and what perhaps you may 
eſteem the moſt material of all, is, The 

Tux in which that power is ſaid to make its 

_ appearance. in tbe world. 

It hath been already vel ION that 5 

the chranglogy of the prophecies is, for the 

moſt part, not defined with that exaQtneſs 

which we expect in hiſtorical compoſitions. 

It is commonly expreſſed in terms that 
may be interpreted with ſome latitude ; 

h or, when the date is more preciſely de 

' - _livered, we are ſtill at a loſs, in ſome re- 

| ſpect or other, before the event, in what 
manner to form our calculation. How- 
ever, the expreſſion is not ſo looſe and 

| vague but that we may clearly apprehend 
about what time the e event n 

— come to pals. , 

Thus, for inſtance, the ſeafon of Chris 

coming into the world was fixed by ſuch. 
circumſtances as ThElS—<5URL it ſhould be 


1718 Sermon VL pe-. and Sermon IX. p. 104 : 
before 


* 


Prophetis — of — 28g 


before the total diſſolution of the Jewiſh 3 9 55 
tate —or while the ſecond temple was yet 
flanding: And, when it was determinate- 
. ly foretold to be after the expiration of 
feuenty weeks, from ibe going forth of the 
commandment to return and to build Feruſalem; 
ſtill, beſides the prophetie and ſomewhat 
obſcure. ſenfe of the word weeks, we cannot 
beforehand caleulate exactly when | theſe 
weeks commence{q}, or in what term they 
me; to be accompliſhed, Yet, no 
| Randing theſe uncertainties, . the Jews ſaw 


ro, 6 Whatteve? time of MeſBah's * appearing . 


mighty God pointed out by Daniel's LA Weeks, 
« yet & believe not that any Jew, before the event, 
« could infallibly deſign the time without ſome lati- 

e tude ; becauſe they could not know infallibly where 

*« to, pitch the head of their accounts, until the event 
& diſcoverct it: yet in ſome latitude they voy, 2 off 

200 IW ors, 75. 

And ſo in other inſtances. 5 1 ths not 1 tet 
„the Jews themſelves could certainly tell. from which 
10 of their three captiwities to begin that reckoning of 

lxx years, whofe end fhould bring their return 
* from Babylon, until the event aſſured them there 
of.“ Medes Works, p. 662. 
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very clearly, and from them, the reſt: ot I 
the world | conceived an expectation, that 
the perſon. predicted was to appear in that 

age, or about that time; in which he did 


appear, and which, from the tenour of the 


: Prophecies, they had 'com puted would be 
7 thats time of his appearance. 


In like manner, the ſeaſon of Antichrifts 


5 eee in the world is left to be 
collected from general intimations ; and, 


when the duration of his tyranny is li- 


mited to twelve hundred and fiuty days, 
beſides that the expreſſion, as before, is 
=nigmatical, we have no means of fixing 
the commencement of that period fo pre- 
ciſely, but that ſome doubts may ariſe 
about it, till the accompliſhment of the 


prophecy ſhall give light and certainty to 
the computation. Yet ſtill, as in the 


former caſe, we have ſuch data to proceed 
upon in calculating the reign of Antichriſt, 


as may let us ſee about what time it was to N 


be expected, 


Thus | 
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Tbus much being premiſed, I have now 
| Pr to remind.you of what the prophets 
expreſsly declare concerning the xiſe of Anti- 
chriſt. The eldeſt of theſe, the prophet 
Daniel, ſays, it was to be in the time of 
the fourth kingdom, that i is, of the ene 1 
which, for the convenience of the 
phetic calculations, is conſidered as fab- Bl” 

fiſting, though in a new form, under tze 
ten kings, among whom it was to be di- 
vided, He further tells us, that Antichriſt 
i was to ariſe from among, and after, the 
© kings; that is, we are to look for him 
ben (and not before) when the Roman 
empire has undergone that _ of 80. 
verment [r]. 

Next, St. Paul, it ſeems, had told che 
Thefalonians,. what it was that, for a 
time, prevented the appearance of Anti- 

; chriſt; but that information hath not 

been tranſmitted to us. However, he ſays 
to them Ze know WHAT with-boldeth that 
. might be revealed in "oy time: 3 and fur- 
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ther adds, Ex, 0 ww kanal, will tet until = 
be be taten out ff the tvuy S7]. 
Now, by putting theſe hes thyerker, 
and by comparing them wen the predic- 
tions of Daniel, not we of thdfo isses times 
only,; before whom the man e, fin is ſup- 
pPeoſed to be evidently diſplayed, but the 
early fathers of che n long before 
the events happened to which theſe pro- 
Phetic notices. could be applied, elearly 
ſuw, or at leaſt generally conjectured, that 
the impediment here mentioned was the 
then ſubſiſting power of the Cæſarean go. 
verument; which, they ſaid, was firſt to be 
taken away, and then ene would be 
revealed R ae, 
Laſtly, the Apoſtle: St. be not only 
codfims the prophecies of Daniel, that 
Antichriſt ſhould ariſe out of the ten 
kings, who were to have the weſtern 
—_— en out N —_— AP | 


a? © ths . * 


19 2 Theſſ. i ü. 6, _ 
le] Sermon VII. p. 117. But fee bun | 


'S Mede's Works, p. 6 57. 
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this remarkable circumſtance, That he: 
ſhould xt the ten kings Cu]; which im- 


plies, that he ſhould co-exiſt with them. 


And it further appears, that he was to re- 


ceive his whole power from them, _ was 
finally to be deſtroyed byethem⸗ 7 2 


— "Now, turn to the hiſtory- of the 580 
m, and ſee how it correſponds to 
eaſe prophecies. Obſerve, when the 
weſtern empire under its Cæſarean head 
was taken away; how it was afterwards, 
diſmembered by the northern nations; by 
what degrees it fell at length into ten, "that 
is, many diſtinct, independent kingdoms ] 


- Ji 


at what time this partition was made, or 


rather fully ſettled and completed. From 
this time, and not before, you are to look 
for Antichriſt, now gradually rearing him- 
felf up among the ten kings; and at length 
in a condition; by the power which they 
gave to him, to ride, that is, to direct and 
govern them. From this time, again, 
. the 1260 years, the predified: 


Wo! Rev, 3 xvii. 7. 
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yout eye all along on the ecclefiaſticat an 


- altributes he was to be inveſted; in what 


194 Prophetic CuanAerEA⁸ eee 
period his government; - and; keepin 


civil ſtate of bur weſtern world (the pre- 
dicted theatre of all theſe tranſactions) ſee, 
if you can help concluding, I do not fay 


at what preciſe tune, but about what time, 


Antichriſt appeared; ſee if the commence- 
ment of his reign be not ſo far determined 
as that you may be certain of its being 
long fince paſt; and ſee, if very much, at 
leaſt, of that allotted frriod, through which 
his n TOR was fo continue, according to 
the prophecies, be not, by the evident at- 


teſtation of hiſtory, now run out. 


To praw, then, what hath been *Y 
on the ſeveral marks of Antichtiſt, to a 
point. Conſider, within whas part of the 
world he was to appear; in ' what ſeat or 
throne he was to be eſtabliſhed ; of what 
kind- his ſovereignty was tobe; with what 


ſeaſon, or about what time, and for how lang 
a time, he was to reign and proſper : Con- 
ider theſe rivꝝ obvious characters of Anti- 

ckriſt, 


Prophetic CAR acts of Antichrit. 195 


cant, which the prophets have diſtinctly 
ſer forth, and which, from them, 1 bes 


ſucceſſively held up. to you; and, then, 


compare them with the correſ  endent cha- 
racters, which you find inſcribed, by the 
pen of authentic pillory, on a certain power, 
ſprung up in the Weſt, ſeated in the city of 
Rome, calling himſelf the Vicar of Chriſt, 

yet full of names of blaſphemy end, that is, ſtig- 


* 


matized with thoſe crimes which Chriſti- 


ANify, as ſoch, holds moſt opprobrious, the 
crimes of tyrannic dominion, of perſecution, 
and RY latry ; and laſtly, now ſubfiſt- 
ing in the world, though with evident ſym- 
ptoms of decay, after a long reign, whoſe 
riſe and progreſs can be traced, and whoſe 
duration, hitherto, is uncontradicted by any 
prophecy : Put, I ſay, all theſe correſpon- 


dent marks together; and ſee if they do not 


furniſh, if not an abſolute demonſtration, | 


yet a high degree of probability, that 


apoſtate papal Rome is the very, Antichriſt 
. 


01 i MN 
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At leaſt, you will admit that theſe cor- 
reſpondehcies are fi ignal enough to metit 
your attention, and even to Juſtify your 
pains in looking further into ſo curious 
and intereſting a ſubject. Ve will ſay to 
yourſelves, That the prophecies concern- 
ing Antichriſt deſerve at leaſt to be con- 
fidered with care, ſince, in ſo many ſtriking 
particulars, they appear, on the face of 
them, to have been completed. | 

This conclaſe lon, it is preſumed, is a rea 
ſonable one: And the end of this dif- 
courſe wilt be anſwered, if ye are, at 
length, prevailed upon to draw this con- 
clufion, 
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bens of this Inquiry into the 
Prophecies. 


Rev. xxil. 7. 


Bebold, I come quickly : Bleſſed is he that 
keepeth the Jayings of the e of this 
bk. 


EF ORE we engage in a work of 
| time and difficulty, we naturally aſk, 
& Cui Bono? to what conſiderable. end 


and purpoſe, are our labours to be re- 
ferred ! 5 


Although it may, then, be preſumed, 
that enough hath been ſaid on the prophe- 
cles, to excite a reaſonable deſire of look- 
ing further into them, and even to produce 
a general perſuaſion, that they have been, 

93 or 
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At leaſt, you will admit that theſe cor- 
reſpondencies are bgnal enough to metit 
your attention, and even to juſtify your 
pains in looking further into ſo curious 
and intereſting a ſubjeck. Ve will ſay to 
yourſelves, That the prophecies concern- 
ing Antichriſt deſerve at leaſt to be con- 
ſidered with care, ſince, i in ſo 1 many ftriking 
particulars, ehly appear, on the face of 

them, to have been completed. 

This concluſion, it is preſumed, is a rea- 
ſonable one: Abd the end of this dif- 
courſe wilt be anſwered, if ye are, at 
length, | prevailed upon to draw. this con- 
clufion, 
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Rev. xxii. 7. 


Bebold, I come quickly - Bleſſed is he that 


keepeth the Jayings of the Prayer) of this 
book, 


E F ORE we engage in a work of 
time and difficulty, we naturally aſk, 
«© Cur BoNo? to what conſiderable end 
and purpoſe, are our labours to be re- 
ferred : py 

Although it may, then, be preſumed, 
that enough hath been ſaid on the prophe- 
cles, to excite a reaſonable deſire of Jook- 
ing further into them, and even to produce 
A 1 perſuaſion, that they have been, 
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or may be underſtood; yet, it may quicken 
your attention to this argument, and ſup- 
port your induſtry in the proſecution of It, 
to ſet before you the vszs which thay re- 
ſult from a full and final conviction (if ſuch 
ſhould be the iſſue of your inquiri ies), 
That theſe Prophecies are not intellię zibto 
only, but have, in many inftances, b een 
rightly applied, and clearly fulfilled,” 

Theſe vszs are very many. I halt 
collect, only, two or three of the more im- 


5 portant, for your conſideration. IE 00K 


Though every period of prophecy be 


inſtructive, that which takes in the great 


events and revolutions, which have come 
to paſs in the Cbriſtian Church, is, for ob- 
vious reaſons, more eſpecially intereſting 
to us, who live i in theſe latter . of the 
world. 3 

Of the numerous predictions, contained 
in either teſtament, which, it is prefumed, 
reſpect theſe events, the moſt confiderable 
by far, becauſe the moſt minute and cir- 


cumſtantial, axe * of St. John in 


the” 
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the Revelations ; ; Which treat profeſſedly of 
ſuch things as were to befal 1h06 ſervants of 
Feſus [a], from the prophet's own days 
down to that awful period, when all the 
myſterious councils of God, in regard to 
the Chriſtian diſpenſation, ſhalt be finally 
ſhut up in the day of judgement. To. 
theſe predictions, then, a more particular 
attention is due, the rather becauſe they 
have been fulfilling from the time of their 
above all, becauſe a bi ing is pronounced 
an thoſe, who keep, that is, who obſerve, 
who ſtudy and contem plate, the ſayings f 
#his book. : 

Affuredly, then, this ſtudy will be re- 
warded with ſignal benefits. And one ſees 
immediately: 

I. In the firſt place, that no ſmall benefit 
muſt ariſe to thoſe, who admit the com- 
pletion of theſe prophecies, ſo far, I mean, 
as the tenour of the book makes it proba- if 
ble that they have been campleted, from | 


La] Rev; i 1. Is: e411 53 1,000 
04 - a 


u PRI ART TITS OT ITT — NrF———— ORR 


. ͤ ͤ— I EI IT e 


— 
2 


. 2 r 2 


5 


„ the awful ſenſe which this convickion mu 
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elf. 

1 That this Fe uſhered - in Ag f 
long a train of prophecies, ſhould ſtill be 
attended by others, through all the ſtages 


and periods of it; that ſecular empires 
ſhould riſe and fall, unnoticed, as it were, 


by the ſpirit of God, while the kingdom 
of his Son is ſo. peculiarly: diſtinguiſhed, 
and its whole hiſtory, in a manner, anti- 
cipated by the moſt expreſs: predictions; 
that Jeſus ſhould be, as he ſays of himſelf, 
the alpha and omega, the beginning and the 


end [O] of all God's religious diſpenſations 


to mankind ; that his firſt coming, or per- 
ſonal appearance in the fleſh, ſhould be 
ſignified from the foundation of the world, 
and from time to time more explicitly de- 
clared in a variety ef ſucceſſive prophecies, 
till the great event, at length, fulfilled 
them all; and that, together with this event 
(the foundation of others, full more illuſtri- 


15 Rev. it, 8, xxi, 6. 
ous), 
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ous), his ſecond toming, in the future and 


gradual manifeſtations of his power (for 
they were to be gradual), ſhould be diſ- 
tin&ly marked out, and duly accompliſh- 
ed, in the fortunes of the Chriſtian church, 
or of that kingdom which he came to 
erect in the world; while this ſubject, and 
no other, engaged the ultimate attention of 
all the prophets: There is, I ſay; in this 
ſcheme of things, ſomething ſo aſtoniſhingly 
vaſt, ſomething ſo much above and beyond 
the attention that was ever known to be paid 
toany other perſon or thing in the compaſs of 
univerſal hiſtory, as muſt ſtrike an awe into 
the hearts of all men, who confider Chriſti- 
anity in this point of view; and muſt com- 
pel the moſt negligent to confeſs, or ſuſpect 


at leaſt, That ſuch. a diſpenſation is a matter 


of no light moment, but, indeed, the moſt 
important in the eyes of providence, and 
the moſt intereſting to mankind, that can 
be conceived, or expreſſed, - © Ss, 

If then there be reafon to admit the 
completion of ſuch prophecies, reſpecting 
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ſuch a ſubject, in any confiderable number. 
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of inſtances, within that ſpace of time 
which 4 18 already elapſed; and, therefoxe, ; 
1 expe that the remaining prophecies 
will, in like manner, be fulfilled ; The 
coneluſion is, that the diſpenſation of God 
through Chriſt is of the laſt conſequence to 


| the inhabitants of this world: And the ob- 


yious #/e of this concluſion will be, that 
it further obliges all ſerious men, who have 
thus far profited by a ſtudy of the ſacred 
oracles, to put that ſalutary queſtion to 
1 ſhall ue eſcape, if we 

neglect ſo great ſalvation [c)? _ 
Connected with ibis uſe of prophecy, 1 
II. A ſecond * is, That it ſets before us, 
not the importance only, but the zruth of 


Chriſtianity, in the ſtrongeſt light. 


So many illuſtrious events * falling in, 
one after another, juſt as the word of pro- 


pheey foretold they ſhould, muſt afford 


the moſt convincing proof, That aur Re- 
Bgion 3 18, 28 it claims to be, of divine in 


e Heb. 1 ii. 3». £45 5 HY 
ſtitutionʒ 
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ſtirution ; u prog, the more convincing, 


becauſe it is continually growing upon us; 


and, the farther we are removed from the 
ſource of our religion, the clearer is the 
evidence of its truth. Other proofs are 
ſuppoſed to be, and, in ſome degree, per- 
5 are, weakened by a length of time. 
But this, from prophecy, as if to make 
amends for their defects, hath the peeu- 
liar privilege of ſtrengthening by age it · 
ſelf: till hereafter, as we preſume, the ac- 
cumylated force of ſa much eyidence ſhall 
overpower all the ſeruples of infidelity ; 
and bring about, at length, that general 
conyerſion both of Jew and Gentile, which 


the ſacred dcn have lo expreſaly fore. 


told. 

In both theſe ways, then, by impteflng 
on the mind the moſt affecting ſenſe of 
Chriſtianity ; that is, by giving us, rf, 
the moſt awful view of its pretenſions, and 
then, by produging the firmeft conviction of 
its truth, the word of prophecy bath an 
evident tendency, in proportion as we ſee 
its a ecompliſiment, to promote the great 

ends, 
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ends, for which it was given, till the earth 
full berfilled with the knowledge of the Lord, 
and all the inhabitants of” the world Hall 


| ay at [d]. 19 45:95 


ſe uſes are general, end ener all 
„/ Hee WIE 
III. Next; 1 Wah henden; is more eſpe · 


cially eras 2h to thinking and ORE 
men. "Ut! wa 1 


When the view of things, exhibited un- 
Ivy the two preceding articles, has raiſed 
our admiration, to the utmoſt, of the di- 
vine councils, in contriving, preparing, and 
at length executing, fo vaſt a ſcheme, as 


that of Chriſtianity, for the benefit of man- 


kind; we are led to expect that the H 
will correſpond to the means employed, 
and that a ftriking change will, at length, « 
be brought about in the condition 117 the 
moral worlxd. | 4; 

But, in gurxe pia the kiſtory of this 
new. religion, the theme of ſo many pro- 


n and the great, the favourite ob- 


1 Hab. ii. 14 I. XVI. 9. 25 
be, 
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je, if 1 may 0 ſo ſpeak, 3 of divine Prov.. = 
dence, © ſome are not a little; ſcandalized 


to obſerve that nothing hath come to paſs 
in any degree equivalent to ſuoh an ex- 

pence of forethought and contrivante; 
that, for a ſeaſon, indeed virtue and piety 
ſeemed to triumph in che exemplary lives 


of che firſt converts to this religion, and in 


the overthrow of Pagan idolatry; bũt that. 
this golden age was ſoon over; and that, 


now, for more than fourteen hundred years, 


the: paſſions of men have kept their uſual 
train, or rather have expatiated with more 
licence and fury in the: Chriftian world, 
than in the Pagan; that idolatry, in- all 
its forms, has reviyed in the boſom of 


Chriſtianity 3 and, as 0 72 ivate .morgls ge 7 


that this Religion has even made men 
worſe than it found them, or, at beſt, of 
corrupt ſenſualiſts, has only made them 
intolerant and vindictive, bigots ; that, in a 


word, the-kingdom of heaven, as it is called, 
has, hitherto, neither ſerved to the glory 


of O, nor to the good of mankind; at 
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ſay, is too ſtrong: 2 but the outline, at leaſt; - 


| Chriſtians, and not the vices: 6f Chtigel. N 


206 Usns of this Inquiry into the Prophedtes. 4 


leaſt, to neither of theſe ends, in the de. 
gres that might have been e * 


ſuch: high pretenſions.“ 
The colouting of this n we wilt 


is fairly given. The corruptions of the 
Chriſtian world have been tivtorious and 
great; and though they are indeed. the 
corruptions of men - calling t 


anity, yet he, who the moſt'difpaſionately 
contemplates ſo fad-a'ſcene:+can hatdly; re-. 
concile appearances to what muſt 1 wed 
his natural- expectations. eee 5 
Here, then, the prophecies of this book, | 
I mean, of the Apocalypſe, conie in to dur 
relief. This book contains a detailed ac- 
count of what would befal mankind under- 
this laſt and {6 much magnified diſpenſa · 
tion. It foretells all that hiſtory has rer 


corded. It ſets before us the corrupt ſtate 


of the Chriſtian world in almoſt as ſtrong 
a light, as that in which our indignant 


ſpecular himſelf has placed it. But it, 
3 . likewiſe, 
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lire wife, opens better things to our view. 
It ſhews; that the end of this diſpenſation 
is to promote virtug and happinefs; and 
that” this end ſhall finally, but chrough 
many and long obſtructions, be aceom- 
phiſhed. It repreſents the cauſe of righte- 
ouſneſe as ſtill maintaming itſelf in all the 
conflicts, to which it is expoſed ; ay 
gradually gaining ground, and prevailing. 
through the ſecret aid of divine providenee, 
over-all: oppoſition, till it obtains a firm 
and permanent eſtabliſhment; till the Saints 
reign (not in a fanatical, but in the ſober 


and evangelical ſenſe of that word, reige) 


intht-earth fe} vill She :Lord God ne 


reigneth | f J. 52 TITEL 4 1 
So far, then, as theſe hl apts: 


to have been completed, they reconcite us 


to that diſordered ſcene which hath hi- 
therto been preſented to us; and give re- 
poſe to the anxious mind, in the aſſured 
hope of better things to come. The 
worſt, that has ser was foreſeen; 


(o.] Rev. v. 1 [/] Rev. xix. 6. 


and 


*0 
. 
i 
i 
i 
. 
FI 
: 

5 

r 

Y 


208 Uszs of this Inguiry into the Prophecies. 


and the beſt, that we conceive; will here- 
after come to paſs. Thus, the reaſonable. 
expectations of men are anſwered; and the 
honour of God's eee e 
vindicated. 5 n vat 

- IV. The loft * I ſhall ſoggeſt to you, 
is that which immediately reſults from the 
ſtudy of the Apocalyptic prophecies con- 
cerning Antichriſt ; I mean, The ſupport, 
that is hereby given to Proteſtantiſm - againſt 
all the cavils Boy Ln * its . 
. W. e 
For, if theſe prophecies are rightly ap- 
plied to Papal Rome, and have, in part, 
been ſignally accompliſhed in the hiſtory _ 
of that church, it is beyond all doubt, 
that our communion wy it 1s dangerous; S 
nay, that our ſeparation from it is a matter 
of ſtrict duty. Come out of her, my people, 
that ye be not partakers of her fins, and 
that ye receive not of her plagues [g]}—are 
plain and deeiſive words, and, if allowed 
to be * of that church, bring the con- 


4 
2 


! Rev. xviii. 6. 
4 5 troverſy 
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troverſy between the Proteſtant and Papal 
Chriſtians to a ſhort iſſue. 

I know, the advocates of Rome pretend, 

that, not a ſenſe of duty, but a ſpirit of 
revenge operates in the minds of Proteſtants, 
when they affect to lay ſo great a ſtreſs 
on the Apocalyptic prophecies. *<* Reward 
her, even as ſhe rewarded you [H —is, 
they ſay, another of their favourite texts, 
by which they take themſelves to be as 
much obliged, as by that which they ſo 
5 commonly alledge for quitting her commu- 
nion. It is not, therefore, to cover them- 
ſelves from the imputation of ſchiſm, but, 
to authorize the vengeance they meditate 
againſt us, that we are ſtunned with the cry 
of Antichriſt and Babylon [i].“ 
To this charge I can only reply, That, 
if any Proteſtant writers have put that ſenſe 
on the words—reward her, as ſhe rewarded 
vou they muſt anſwer for their own te- 


[4] Rev. xviii. 4. 
[i] M. de Meaux: L' Apocaly;/e avec une 8 
Advertiſement aux Proteſtants, p. 303, &c. Par. 1690. 
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merity and indiſcretion. They, who un- 
derſtand themſelves, and the language of 
prophecy, diſclaim the odious imputation. 
They ſay, That they neither admit the 
lawfulneſs of perſecution in any caſe on 


the account of religion, nor have the leaſt 


thought of inſtigating the Chriſtian world 
to any ſanguinary attempts againſt the 
Papacy. What the. event may be in the 
councils of Providence, is another confi- 
deration : But they neither avow, nor ap- 
prove, thoſe principles which tend to pro- 
duce it. They, further, inſiſt, That the 
two paſſages under conſideration, though, 
both of them, expreſſed in the imperative 
form, require a very different conſtruction : 


That the language of prophecy ſeems very 


often to authoriſe what it only foretells ; 
and to command that which it barely per- 
mits; that, therefore, the ſenſe of ſuch 
paſſages is to be determined by the circum- 


ſtances of the caſe; that, where obedience 


is lawful, there the preceptive form may be 
admitted; but, where it is not, there 


nothing 
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nothing more is intended than the cer- 
tainty of the event: That this diſtinction 
is to be made in the preſent caſe ; for that 
Chriſtianity doth not allow vindictive re- 
. taliations, or. Holy wars, for the ſake of 
religion; and that offenſive arms, taken up 
in the cauſe of God (how confidently ſoever 
ſome have juſtified their zeal by the autho- 
| rity of the Jewiſh Law, ill-applied), are 
abominable and antichriſtian. Whence we 
rightly conclude, that—reward her, as ſhe 
rewarded you—are words not to be taken 
injunctively ; while thoſe other words— 
come out of her, my people—exprefling no- 
thing but what it was previouſly our duty 
to do, are very clearly to be ſo taken. 
Laſtly, We ſay, that the context, in the 
two places alledged, juſtifies this diſtinction. 


Come out of her, my people. Why? That _ 


ye be not partakers of her fins, and that ye 
receive not of her plagues. The reaſon is 
Juſt, and ſatis factory. Reward ber. Why? 
No reaſon is aſſigned, or eould be aſſigned 
ener with the ſpirit of the Chriſtian 
3 religion. 
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religion. It only follows, as ſhe has re- 
warded you - words, which expreſs only 
the meaſure, and the equitable grounds of 
the allotted puniſhment, not the duty of 
Chriſtians to inflict it. > 
1 return, then, from the confutation of 
this cavil (the moſt plauſible, however, as 
well as invidious, which the wit of Rome 
has ſtarted on this ſubject) to the conclu- 
fion, before laid down, That the comple- 
tion of the Apocalyptic prophecies in the 
Papal apoſtacy, if ſeen and confeſſed, affords 
an unanſwerable defence and vindication of 
the Proteſtant churches: 
This concluſion, that HE PopE Is Ax Ti- 
CHRIST, and that other, that THE $crIPTURE 
18 THE SOLE RULE OF CHRISTIAN FAITH, 
were the u great principles on which 
the Reformation was originally founded. 
How the fir of theſe principles came to be 
 DISGRACED among our ſelves, J have ſhewn 
in another diſcourſe | &]. It may now be 
worth while toobſerye, in one word,through 
[4] Sermon VIII, 
| what 
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what fatal, miſmanagement the /a/tcr prin- 
ciple was even generary DISAVOWED and 
DESERTED. 

When the Reſormers had thrown off all 
reſpect for the Papal chair, and were for 
regulating the faith of Chriſtians by the 
ſacred ſcriptures, it ſtil] remained a queſ- 


tion, On what grounds thoſe ſcriptures ſhould 


be interpreted. The voice of the church, 
ſpeaking by her ſchoolmen, and modern 
doctors, was univerſally, and without 


much ceremony, rejected. But the Fa- 


thers of the primitive church were ſtill in 
oreat repute among Proteſtants themſelves; 


who dreaded nothing fo much as the im 


putation of novelty, which they ſaw would 
be faſtened on their opinions; and who, 
beſides, thought it too preſuming to truſt 
entirely to the dictates of what was called 


the private ſpirit, The church of Rome 
availed herſelf with dexterity of this pre- 


Judice, and of the diſtreſs to which the 


Proteſtant party was reduced by it. The 
authority of theſe antient and venerable 


Þ 3 inter- 
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| Interpreters was ſounded high by the Ca- 
tholic writers; and the clamour was ſo 
great and ſo popular, that the Proteſtants 


knew not how, conſiſtently wich their own 
Principles, or even in mere decency, to 
decline the appeal which was thus confi- 
dently made to that tribunal. The Re- 
formers, too, piqued themſelves on their 
ſuperior {kill in antient literature; and were 
aſhamed to have it thought that their ad- 
verſaries could have any advantage againſt 
them in a diſpute which was to be carried 
on in that quarter. Other conſiderations 
had, perhaps, their weight with particular 


churches: But, for theſe reaſons chiefly, 
all of them forwardly cloſed in with the 


propoſal of trying their cauſe at the bar 
of the antient church; and, thus ſhifting 
their ground, maintained henceforth, not 
that the ſcriptures were the ſole rule of 
faith, but the ſcriptures as interpreted E. L 


tbe primitive fathers. 


When the ſtate of the queſtion was thus 
changed, it was eaſy to fee what would be 


the 


re OY 
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the flue of ſo much indiſcretion. The diſ- 
pute was not only carried on in a dark and 
remote ſcene, into which the people could 
not follow their learned champions; but 
was rendered infinitely tedious, and, in- 
deed, interminable, For thoſe early writ- 
ings, now to be confidered as of the higheſt 
authority, were voluminous in themſelves ; 
and, what was worſe, were compoſed in 
ſo looſe, ſo declamatory, and often in ſo 
hyperbolical a ſtrain, that no certain 
ſenſe could be affixed to their doctrines ; 
and any thing, or every thing, might, 
with ſome plauſibility, be proved from 
them. 

The inconvenience was edi felt by 
the Proteſtant world. And, after a pro- 
digious waſte of induſtry and erudition, a 
learned foreigner [I], at length, ſhewed the 

inutility and the folly of purſuing the 
conteſt any further. In a well. conſidered 
diſcourſe, On the uſe of the Fathers, he 
clearly evinced, that their authority was 
I] M. Daillé. 3 7 

„ much 
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much leſs, than was generally ſuppoſed, 
in all points of religious controverſy ; and 

that their judgement Was eſpecially in- 
competent in 7hoſe points which were agi- 
tated by the two parties. He evinced this 
concluſion by a variety of. unanſwerable 
arguments; and chiefly by ſhewing that 
the matters in debate were, for the 
moſt part, ſuch as had never entered 
into the heads of thoſe old writers, being, 
indeed, of much later growth, and having 


firſt ſprung up in the barbarous ages, 
They could not, therefore, decide on 


queſtions, which they had no occaſion to 
conſider, and had, in fact, never confidered 
however their careleſs or figurative ex- 


preſſion might be made to look that way 


by the dextrous management of the contro- 
verſialiſts. 


This diſcovery had great eſſects. It 


opened the eyes of the more candid and 
intelligent inquirers : And our incompara- 
ble Chillingworth, with ſome others [2], 


ln] Lord Falkland, Lord Digby, Dr, Jer. Taylor, &c, - 
7 4,2, 0008 
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took the advantage of it to ſet the contro- 

verſy with the church of Rome, once more, 

on its proper foot; and to eſtabliſh, for 

ever, the old principle, THAT THE BIETE, 

and that only (interpreted by our beſt 

reaſon), 1s THE RELIGION OF PRO TEST. 
ANTS. : 

Thus, ons of the two pillars, on which 
the Proteſtant cauſe had been eſtabliſhed, 
was happily reſtored. And, though Mr. 
Mede, about the ſame time, ſucceeded 
as well in his attempts to replace the 
OTHER; yet, through many concurring 
prejudices, the merit of that ſervice hath 
not, hitherto, been ſo generally acknow- 
ledged. Whether the Pope be the Antichriſt 
of the prophets is ſtill by ſome Proteſtants 
made a queſtion. Yet, it ſeems as if it 
would not continue very long to be fo ; 
And it may not be too much to expect, 
that this inſtitution will, hereafter, contri- 
bute to put an end to the diſpute. 5 

The Reformation will, then, be ſecured 
againſt the two invidious charges of Schisx 


ang 
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and HERESV (for neither of which is there 
any ground, if the Pope be Antichriſt, and 
if the. ſole Rule of faith to a Chriſtian be the 
canonical ſeriptures ), and will, thus, ſtand 
immoveably on its autient and Proper 
foundations. 

In ſaying this, I do not, however, mean 
to aſſert, that the Reformation has no ſup- 


Port, but in this principle — that tbe Pope 


is Antichriſt, There are various other con- 
fiderations, which are deciſive in the con- 
troverſy between us and the Papiſts. So 
that, if the prophecies ſhould, after all, 
be found to ſuit any other perſon or power, 
better than the Roman Pontif, we ſhall 
only have one argument the leſs to urge 
againſt his pretenfions ; and the Proteſtant 
cauſe, in the mean time, ſtands ſecure. 
But, on the ſuppoſition that the prophecies 


are rightly, and muſt be exclufively, ap- 


plied to the church of Rome (of which 
every man will judge for himſelf, from the 
evidence hereafter to be laid before him); 


on this fuppongon, I ſay, it muſt be al- 


lowed ; 
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lowed that the ſhorteſt and beſt defence 
of the Proteſtant cauſe is that which is 
taken from the authority of thoſe prophe- 
cies, becauſe they expreſsly enjoin a ſepara- 
tion from that ſociety to which they are 
applied. | 

Ne perceive, then, in all Views, the 
utility of ſtudying this prophecy of the 
Revelations, provided there be reaſon ta 
admit the completion of it in the hiſtory 
of the Chriſtian Church, and particularly 
in the hiſtory of Papal Rome. The im- 
portance and the truth of Chriſtianity will 
be ſeen in their full light — The wi/dem of 
the divine councils, in permitting the Apoſta- 
cy to take place for a time, will be acknow- 
ledged — And the honour of our common 


Proteſtant profeſſion will be cffeEtually main- 
tained. 


Nt 
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Tears LECTuRE is now brought down 
to that point, from which, poſſibly, ye ex- 
pected me to ſet out. But, in the entrance 


on an argument, new to many perſons, 


and miſunderſtood by moſt, it ſeemed ex- 
pedient to take a wide compaſs. The true 
ſcriptural idea of the ſubject was to be 
opened at large [n]; the general argument 
from orophecy, enforced [o]; the method of 
the prophetic ſyſtem deduced, and further 
illuſtrated in a view of the prophecies 
more immediately reſpecting the Chriſtian 
church [y]; of thoſe prophecies, thoſe con- 
cerning Antichriſt, or the apoſtacy of Papal 
Rome, were to be cleared of all prejudices 
and objections []; and the principles, an 
which the Apocalyptic prophecies, in parti- 
eular, are to be explained, propoſed and 
juſtified [7]: It was, further, neceſſary to 


{] Serm. I. II. III. lo] Serm. IV. 
p] Serm. V. VI. l 1] Serm. VII. VIII. 
r] Serm, IX. X. ny 5 1 


beſpeak 
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beſpeak your attention to the argument from 
the Apocaly ptic prophecies, eſpecially, con- 
cerning Antichriſt, by ſhewing the ſeveral 
preſumptions there are af its force [a]; and 
by ſetting before you the v/es to which this 
whole inquiry may be applied [J. 
This preliminary courſe, then, though 
it has been tedious, will not be thought 
improper, if it may ſerve, in fany degree, 
to prepare and facilitate the execution of 
the main deſign, which is, T9 interpret and 
apply particular prophecies : A work, of la- 
bour indeed ; but not unpleaſant in itſelf ; 
and (if carried on with that diligence nd 
ſobriety, which are, in reaſon, to he ſup- 
poſed) capable, I think, of affording to 
fair and attentive minds the fan fatif- 
faction. 1 
The szAS oN, I know, may be thought 
unfavourable to ſuch an attempt. For the 
main ſtreſs muſt be laid on prophecies, 
about which Chriſtians themſelves are not 


| agreed, 
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agreed, at a time when the number of 
thoſe perſons i is ſuppoſed. to be very great, 
and increafing every day, who are not 
eaſily brought to e the reality 1 
of any prophecies. 

This laſt would be an unwelcome confi- 
deration, if the fact were certain ; I mean, 
if the preſent ſtate of religion were alto- 
gether fuch as ſome, perhaps, wiſh, and 
as others too eaſily apprehend, it to be. 
But I hope, and believe, it is not; the 
truth of -h caſe, ſo far as I am able to 
form a judgement of it, being no more 
than this: A few faſhionable men make 
a noiſe in the world; and this clamour, 
being echoed on all des from the ſhallow 
circles of their admirers, miſleads the un- 
wary into an opinion, that the irreligious 
ſpirit is univerſal and uncontrolable. Where- 
as the good and wiſe are modeſt and re- 
ſerved ; having no doubt themſelves con- 
cerning the foundation of their faith, they 
pay but little regard to the cavils which 
empty or corrupt men throw out againſt 1 it. 
They 
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They either treat thoſe cavils with a filent 
contempt ; or, they lament in ſecret the 
libertiniſm of the age, without taking any 
vigorous meaſures to check and oppoſe it. 
Beſides, they rarely come into what 1s 
called, free company; and they are too 
well employed, and at the ſame time 
too well informed, to hearken after 


every idle publication on the ſide of f irre- 
ligion. | 


For theſe, and the like reaſons, the num- 
ber of true believers is overlooked; or 


thought to be leſs conſiderable than, in 
fact, it is, and would preſently be known 


to be, if a juſt eſtimate were taken of 
them. 


Let me then, under this n ex- 


preſs myſelf in the ſpirit, and almoſt in the 


words, of an antient apologiſt 1 — Let 


[a] Verum non eſt geſperandum. Fortaſſe, non 
canimus ſurdis. Nec enim tam in malo ſtatu res 
eſt, ut deſint ſanæ mentes, quibus et veritas placeat, 
eſt monſtratum ſibi rectum i iter et videant et ſequantur. 
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© no man too haſtily deſpair of the cauſe 
© we are now pleading. When we ſtand 
0 up in its defenee, there are thoſe wo 
« will lend an ear-to us. For, whatever 
< the vain, or the vicious, may pretend, 
« the prophetic writings are not fallen ſo 
t low in the eſteem of mankind, but that 
« there are numberleſs perſons of good ſenſe 
4 and ſerious diſpoſitions, who wiſh to ſee 
« the truth of the Goſpel confirmed by 
ce them; ; and are ready to. embrace that 
cc truth, when fairly ſet before them, and 
4 ſupported by the clear evidence of 
« hiſtorical teſtimony and well interpreted 
0 ſcripture.” | 
Zuch is the language, which I am not 
afraid to hold to the deſponding party 
among us. But, ſhould my confidence, or 
my candour, tranſport me too far, ſhould 
even their apprehenfions be ever ſo welt 
founded; the zeal of thoſe, who preach. 
the Goſpel, is not to abate, but to exert 
itſelf with new vigour under ſo diſcourag- 
ing a proſpect, If there be a way left: to 
ſtrike 
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rike conviction into the hearts of unbe: . 
tievers, it muſt, probably, be by prefling 


this great point of prophetic inſpiration, 


no wrought, or ready to be wrought be- 


fore their eyes. Or, let the event be what 


it will, our dury i is, ro illuſtrate the word 
of prophecy, and te enforce” it; to with» 


tand the torrent of infidelity with what - 


ſucceſs we may; and, if it ſhould prevail 


aver all our efforts, to make full proof, at 


leaſt, of our finceriry and good-will: 
IM the Hean time, it becomes all others 
to retain and cultivate: in themſelves à re- 


ſped for the. prophetie writings; which | 
either are, or, for any thing that Ras yet 
appeared, may be divine. To treat them 


without the fulleſt conviction of their 


falſhood, with' neglect and ſcorn, is'plainly 
indecent, and may be highly crindeal ay 


. dangerous. 
Joſephus tells us, that in the laſt _— 
ful ruin of his unhappy equntrzmen,. if 


Vor. I. 1 5 * | | | was, 


— 


and by turning their attention on a miracle, 
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was familiar, ach. them, to made 4 jeſt of 
divine things, and to deride, as ſo many ſenſe- 

| leſs tales. and juggling impoſtures, the ſacred 

155 oracles of their prophets[w]; though they 

were then fulfilling before their des, and 

even upon themſelves. | 
Hut the caſe, perhaps; i is different; and 

we have no concern in the prophecies. con- 

cerning papal Rome. 


What! Have wr no concern ir thoſe 
prophecies (ſuppoſing, I mean, that they 
are prophecies at all, and that there is 
* reaſon for applying them to the church of 
papal Rome), Wx, who, have but juſt been 
delivered from the more than Egyptian 
bondage, which they predict; and are, 
therefore, bound by every tye of intereſt, 
of gratitude, and of charity, to aſſert to 
ourſelves, and to communicate to others, 
28 far as we are able, the bine of that 


e 0! "WH E T& N. 5 1886 Tay pp deer | 
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| literty,. ,wherewith - Chriſt has made us 
free Lx ? Have ws no concern in the ſeveral 


uſes, mentioned in this diſcourſes and in 


many others, which 1 have not mention- 


ed; it being well known, that all inſpired 


ſcripture (of which prophecy is ſo eminent 
a part) is profitable for dofiri by for reproof, 
in OT: : 


for correction a for . 


7017 


Or, ſoppoſing that we had no Aurel con- 
cern in theſe prophecies, and ſuppoſing, 


farther, that the divine authority of them 
was even problematical ; {till it may deſerve 


to be conſidered, I mean by men the moſt 


libertine, who have not yet convinced theni- 
ſelves, by an exact and critical inquiry, of 
their utter falſhood and infignificancy ; I 


* ſay,” it merits the reflexion of all ſuch, 


That the contempt of the prophecies, under 
_ theſe circumſtances, has a natural tendency 


to corrupt the temper, and harden the heart. 


And is there no room to queſtion, whe- 


| 09] Gal, x, 1. 651 2 Tim, i lll, 16, 


2 ther 
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cher ta condub#, plainly an immoral con i 


22 cowetveros 300 * 
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duct, be adviſeable or ſafe? | 
Let us then, on a principle of abe 


i not of piety, "keep ths ſayings of this book, 
concerning THE MAN OF sin. From many 
appearances, the appointed time for the 


füll conpeltion of them may not be very 


remote. And it becomes. our prudence 


to take heed that we be not found in the 


number of thoſe, to whom that awful ; 
queſtion is propoſed—How. ts, it that Js 48 


not ai ſcern the ns of, this. time ? 
Nay, there are. prophecies, which, is 


that. . may <angern Lk more nearly 


theſe to po unbelieving Jews:; of whats 
mockery, and of whoſe, tate, ye have heared 
what their own hiſtopian, witgęſſerh: And 
if ge equal their abdurate. ſpirit, hat pro- 


phecy, may clearly be amlied, and no man 
can ſay, that it was not inen, en haar 
plied, to our ſefues. | 


Beware 


* 


Bembore * 2 fin 60 FEE fall ; in the 
tremendous. words 'of the A poſtte [2]; Be- 
ware, left” that come upon you, which it 
ſpoken by the Prophets : : BEHOLD, YE DE- 
SPISERS, AND WONDER AND PERISH; FOR | 
WORK A WORK IN YOUR DAYS, A WORK, 
WHICH YE. SHALL IN No WISE UNDER- 
| STAND, THOUGH 4 MAN DECLARE ir 
UNTO YOU. | 


1 Ads 3 10. 40, 41. 


THE END. 
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